
 

Calendar of 
Events 

 
DCHS on KXRA 

Jan. 16, 9 a.m. 

_____ 

Hooch n’ History 

Jan. 17 

7:00 p.m. 

Copper Trail 

_____ 

Great Hotdish  

Bake-Off 

Broadway Ballroom 

Feb. 1, 11 a.m-1 p.m. 

_____ 

Valentine’s Murder 
Mystery 

Feb. 15 

6:30 p.n. 

DCHS 

______ 

DCHS on KXRA 

Feb. 20, 9 a.m. 

 

Timeless Topics 

Winter, 2019 

In celebration of Knute Nelson’s Birthday and that wonder-

ful, home-style comfort food we all love, the Great Hotdish 

Bake-Off will be return-

ing to Douglas County! 

This year’s competition 

will be held at the 

Broadway Ballroom 

on FEBRUARY 1st, 

2020, 11am – 1pm. 

Last year’s event was a 

successful fundraiser 

for the Historical Socie-

ty with over $2000 

raised, a successful lunch 

for hungry stomachs, and 

a successful competition 

for our eight teams. 

The 1st place winner 

was Grand Arbor 

with a Chicken Ba-

con Ranch Hotdish 

– an established fa-

vorite amongst resi-

dents.  

If you wish to be in-

volved in the Great 

Hotdish Bake-Off by 

donating an item for 

the silent auction or 

putting together a hotdish team, please contact DCHS at 320-

762-0382 or email historic@dchsmn.org. 

 

Great hot dish bake-off returns 

Last year’s winner was Knute Nelson.. 
Representatives (from L to R) Nikki 
Toenyan , Laura Kremer, Knute Nelson, 
aka Gary Lund. 

Harlee Helberg,(l) and Ashley Helberg gave 
a thumbs up to their hot dishes. 
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The Douglas County Historical Society will be hosting a Hotdish Bake-Off and Silent Auc-

tion fundraiser on February 1st, 2020, to support our continuing mission, educational pro-

grams, and the repair and maintenance of the Knute Nelson Home. Would you consider or-

ganizing a team to take part in our Hotdish Bake-Off?  
 

The event will be held at the Broadway Ballroom in Alexandria, MN on February 1, 2020, 

11am - 1pm. During our Hotdish Bake-Off, local teams will be competing for Douglas Coun-

ty’s Best Hotdish If you have any information about your church’s services or community 

groups/fellowships, we encourage you to include that information at your hotdish table!  
 

Our goal is to have all Hotdish Teams registered by Jan. 27th so we can ensure a smooth 

and well-organized competition.  

A Hotdish Team would be responsible for the following: 

Three 9x12 pans of a Signature Hotdish from your Church/Group 

Hotdishes must be made in a church or commercial kitchen. 

Hotdishes may not contain home-canned goods.  

Home crockpots/slow cookers may not be used but commercial warming units are per-

mitted.  

People to staff your table from set up at 10:30am to pack up after 1pm on February 1, 

2020. 

Broadway Ballroom will provide tables and chafing dishes. 

 

To register a Hotdish Team or gather more information please call DCHS at 320-762-

0382 or email me directly at brittany.johnson@dchsmn.org. Churches/groups are also wel-

come to provide a silent auction item if you wish to participate but are unable to form a 

Hotdish Team. Thank you for your time and consideration! 

Register now for Hot Dish Bake-Off 

GENEALOGY GUILD 

A monthly DCHS Genealogy Guild meeting is available to anyone interested in networking 
w i t h  o t h e r s  w h o  a r e  r e s e a r c h i n g  t h e i r  f a m i l y  g e n e a l o g y . 
The Guild meets on the second Thursday of each month, 5:30 – 7 p.m. at the Douglas Coun-
ty Historical Society Research Library, located in the lower level.  Please use the lower level door 
at the back of the building. The Guild does not meet in January, February or March. 
Members enjoy guest speakers, programs, sharing research ideas, discussing online resources, and 
other activities to support each other in their genealogy research. Annual dues are only $15.  
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Annual holiday bake sale continues to delight 

Some holiday traditions continue strongly – our annual bake sale is one of them. Featuring live 

demonstrations of lefse and krumkake and enough sugar to keep the kids going all month long, the 

Douglas County Historical Society’s Annual Bake Sale was again a delight for all ages. Mothers duti-

fully carried children through the line to pick out their favorite treats. More than one happy custom-

er commented as they left with loaded bags and boxes 

that “this was the best way to do their holiday baking.” 

Upstairs, bean soup and cider warmed many a heart and 

hand. This year’s bake sale helped to fundraise nearly 

$3000 for the Douglas County Historical Society. 

 

 

SPECIAL THANKS: 
Thank you, Jacob’s Lefse Bakery of 
Osakis for donating the lefse mix at 
cost for our Annual Bake Sale! Your 
support helps fundraisers like this 
remain viable! 

 

Volunteer Lloyd Flaaten kept the tables full. 
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For the first time, DCHS hosted a special murder mystery night on Saturday, December 14th 

which was attended by thirteen guests. The party’s theme was “Murder at the Ugly Sweater Party!” 

Participants wore their most “unique” holi-

day sweaters while taking on the roles of a 

quirky cast of characters – from Scrooge and 

his equally penny hoarding wife Silver to 

reindeer rescuer and enthusiast Charity Crin-

gle. During the party, the up and coming jazz 

singer Carol Cringle was unfortunately tram-

pled by a herd of enthusiastic reindeer – and 

the culprit was revealed to be none other than 

her jealous brother, Rudolph! After the mur-

derer was revealed, guests spent time explor-

ing the house and learning about Douglas 

County’s history. With the enthusiastic response from our guests, it is likely another Murder Mystery 

event will be held. 

First Murder Mystery Night a Success 
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It was decided that all of the entries from children ages 5 and under were too good to pick a single 

winner. However, there were clear favorites in the Single and Group Category, which were decided by 

public vote. “Cabin in the Woods,” made by Brittany Bar-

rett, a log house featuring individual chinking between 

pretzel logs and an amazing level of detail – such as snow-

boards leaning 

against the out-

side of the house 

and individually 

made trees – 

was the 1st place 

winner for the 

Singles Category. 

2nd place went to 

Karen Larson with 

her “Gingerbread Family Home” which featured a minia-

ture, handcrafted Gingerbread family decorating and play-

ing around a colorfully decorated Gingerbread House.  

In the Group Category, first place went to Randy Fischer 

Real Estate with their “Cozy Cabin” – another beautiful log-cabin that featured working LED lights 

hung around the eaves. 2nd place went to one of three beautiful entries from Bethany on the Lakes – 

“It’s a Marshmallow World” made by the Long Term Care residents. “It’s a Marshmallow World!” 

was certainly a group effort, as its estimated that over 60 

residents helped construct the sugary structure, each con-

tributing a piece or two until the final product was achieved.  

Thank you for your participation! We hope that everyone 

built memories and learned about the fascinating history of 

gingerbread houses, which were quite popular with Scandi-

navian and German immigrants to the United States! 

Gingerbread Contest Winners Announced 

Cabin in the Woods, submitted by Britta-
ny Barrett. 

It’s a Marshmallow World, submitted by 
Long Term Care residents at Bethany on 
the Lake. 

Cozy Cabin submitted by Randy Fisher 
Real Estate 
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Levels of Membership Include: 

Governor’s Table: Single One-Year Membership  $30 
Governor’s Family: Family One Year Membership  $50 
Corporate Sponsor       $250 
Patron        $500 
Funder        $1000 
Sustainer        $100 toward Patron /Funder 

 

DCHS a Radio Regular in 2020 
Tune in at 9:00 on KXRA to hear about various topics in the world of history and genealogy as 

representatives and guests from the Douglas County Historical Society speak with Joe Korkowski 

and Patty Wicken on Open Line. You can hear KXRA on your radios at 1490AM or 100.3FM. DCHS 

will be on air every third Thursday, schedule permitting. The first three dates will be Jan. 16, Feb. 

20, and Mar. 19. 

DCHS Awarded Grant for Building Condition Assessment 
The Douglas County Historical Society was awarded a $10,000 grant from the Minnesota His-

torical Society to complete a Building Condition Assessment, to be carried out by Engan Associates 

of Willmar, Minnesota. A Building Conditions Assessment identifies the materials and features of a 

historic property, evaluates their condition, and prioritizes problem areas. The end result will be a 

written report that helps plan which steps are taken next to preserve and maintain the historic 

Knute Nelson House. Maintaining a historic property is like maintaining a collector’s car – certain 

repairs must be done certain ways that are not always the most inexpensive. Future plans include 

seeking more grants to assist with repairs – like that of the cedar shingle roof and any other priori-

ties identified by the Historic Building Condition Assessment. 

New and returning members 

Joe Pontrelli, Joan E. Soo, Luwanna Hintermeister, Mary A. Smith, Gary & Cindy Lund, Ann 

Hanson, Linda E. Johnson, Cynthia & Thomas R. Lauer, Leland Granlund, Patsy M. Tomford 

Memorials 

Given by Glenn Van Amber in Honor of Elsie Platto 
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UPON VISITING THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Mary Jansen   

Why in the world would anyone take a class trip to the Historical Society?  I found myself fre-

quently asking this question.  However, upon visiting the Historical Society I realized it could be a 

very intriguing experience.  By walking in to Knute Nelson’s home a layer is shed, transporting you 

back in time.  This is a time when life was not based on the television, the Internet, or mass trans-

it.  Come; join me in my travel back in time.   

The ambiance captivates me.  Everything in this house has a story, and each story is just wait-

ing to be uncovered.  First to catch my attention is the hardwood floors.  They are beautiful.  I im-

agine all the people who stood in this same place decades ago.  A man proud of his new house, the 

pitter patter of young children’s feet, or the slow movement of an aged man.  They have endured a 

lot, and still do.  Time went into cutting, 

polishing, and piecing together of this puz-

zle.  They are alive compared to our assem-

bly line wood floors, and listless acres of 

linoleum.   

Without words we can walk through 

Knute’s home and learn his life story.  The 

mural tells us the story of his life in Norway 

he left behind.  The pictures displayed are 

of a mother who left Norway for a better 

life for her son.  He pursued a life 

unlike one he would have had in 

Norway, where his father and 

mother couldn’t marry due to class 

discrimination.  The plaques, brief-

cases, and certificates signify his 

perseverance in a new land.  Each  

item marks an important step in his 

life: land officer, representative, 

and governor.   

This visit makes me realize eve-

ryone had a story, each as fascinat-

ing as Knute’s.  Now I wish I could hear grandmother again tell the stories of Patsy Noonan, ad-

ventures at Lake Geneva, of the tales of her father.  Visiting Knute’s home provided me with a sto-

ry, taking me on a trip through time without even leaving Alexandria.   

 

This article is from our archives of writings, submitted in 2002 
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DCHS Staff 
Director:                    Brittany Johnson 
Receptionist/Visitor Guide:     RoxAnn Barrett 
        

DCHS Board of Directors 
President:   Gary Lund                    
Vice President:       Rick Rosenfield               
Treasurer:               Carol Meyer 
Directors:                Kathy Sletto, Cindy Anderson, Elaine Hasleton 

Ace Hardware 
Alexandria Industries 
Bell Bank 
Bremer Bank 
Lake Side Art 
Kensington Bank 
Knute Nelson Foundation 
Mike’s In & Out Oil Change 
Ollie Service Inc. 

 

Corporate Sponsors 



 


