Winter, 2018

Timeless Topics
Calendar of
Events
Hot Dish
Bake Off
February 2
11 a.m.—1 p.m.
Annual Meeting
April 16
5:30 p.m.
Douglas County
Historical Society

Annual Meeting to
be held April 16.

Kim Dillon says goodbye
After 17 years on staff at the DCHS,
and wearing many hats in her tenure,
the last of which was director, Kim has
decided to move on.
Her smiling face, sense of humor as
well as her dedication to the preservation of Douglas County history will be
missed.
The staff and board of directors wish
Kim Dillon
her much success in future endeavors.

Bake Sale is again a success
The DCHS annual bake sale was held on December 7. The
weather cooperated and there was no shortage of buyers.
One of our biggest sellers are the almond cakes. We will
make more next year and allow people to pre-order.
The bake sale continues to be one of our biggest fund raisers,
this year we made over $4,000.

The annual meet will be held
on April 16 at 5:30 p.m. at the
Douglas County Historical Society.
Come and meet Brittany
Johnson, the new director.
There will be hors d’oeuvres,
wine and Annie Skoglund will
give a program dealing with
“vintage underwear”.
This promises to be a fun
meeting.

Doris Burkey and Taryn Flolid demonstrated lefse making during
the bake sale.
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Hot dish bakeoff to be held February 2
The Douglas County Historical Society will be hosting a Hot
dish Bake-Off and Silent Auction fundraiser on February 2nd,
2019, to support our continuing mission, educational programs, and the repair and maintenance of our National RegisTaste wonderful hot
ter of Historic Places designated historic Knute Nelson Home.
dishes
from Douglas
DCHS serves all layers of our community – children through
County Churches and
educational programming, veterans through experience and
Organizations
artifact collecting, seniors with educational and supportive programming, businesses re-discovering their own history, and
families reconnecting with their past.
The event will be held at the Broadway Ballroom in Alexandria, MN on February 2, 2019, 11am 1pm. During our Hot dish Bake-Off, local teams will be competing for Douglas County’s Best Hot
dish. Patrons will purchase sampling tickets and vote for their favorite hot dish.
Our goal is to have all Hot dish Teams registered by Jan. 21st so we can ensure a smooth and well
-organized competition.
A Hot dish Team would be responsible for the following:
Three 9x12 pans of a Signature Hot dish from your Church/Group
Hot dishes must be made in a church or commercial kitchen.
Hot dishes may not contain home-canned goods.
Home crockpots/slow cookers may not be used but commercial warming units are permitted.
People to staff your table from set up at 10:30am to pack up after 1pm on February 2, 2019.
Broadway Ballroom will provide tables and chafing dishes.
To register a Hot dish Team or gather more information please call DCHS at 320-762-0382 or
email me directly at brittany.johnson@dchsmn.org. You are also welcome to provide a silent auction item if you wish to participate but are unable to form a Hot dish team.

St. Agnes students
visited by DCHS
Brittany Johnson and Taryn
Flolid enjoyed sharing Douglas
County and Osakis history with St.
Agnes students in November.
They presented historic Osakis
photos from the DCHS archives
and helped students create a personal timeline.
Thank you St. Agnes for the
warm welcome!

Brittany Johnson, DCHS director, at St. Agnes school.
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Stockings for seniors
DCHS held their first Stockings for Seniors event this year. Lots of individuals, with amazing corporate support from Bath & Body Works, donated goodies for some seniors in need of cheer. On December 15 we had some lovely artists help us decorate the stockings for that extra bit of homemade
Christmas Cheer! These stockings were made in honor of Nicholina Nelson, Knute’s wife, who was
very community oriented.
Our hope is to expand this activity next year so we may include more seniors in need of cheering
up over the holidays.
The stockings were distributed to residents at Grand Arbor.

Santa’s helpers decorated and filled stockings for
Grand Arbor residents

Two of Grand Arbor residents who received the
stockings

Annual Meeting is April 16, 5:30 p.m. at the Douglas County
Historical Society, 1219 Nokomis Street, Alexandria, MN
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Did you know? . . . . . . .
The DCHShas over 1,200 oral history interviews with life stories and business histories. The great
advantage of having oral histories, is not only the content itself, but being able to hear the person’s
voice.
Currently these interviews are on cassette tapes, but as we must keep updating with technology,
we’re in the process of digitalizing each one to make it more accessible to the public. If you would
like to make a donation to help defer cost, please contact the society.
We want your history! Whether you’re interesting in doing an oral history, have a written family
or business history, or identified photos, we would love to add them to our Research Department. If
you would like to share your history for future generations, give us a call.
We are also looking for people who would like to conduct interviews. They must be comfortable
using a digital voice recorder, and enjoy speaking and listening to a wide variety of people.

Big Ole wins scarecrow contest held in October
This fall the DCHS sponsored a scarecrow contest. There
were 9 entries The three winners were submitted by the
Alexandria Chamber of Commerce, Real Estate by Jo
LLC and Grand Arbor.
Scarecrows were displayed at the DCHS
and people were asked
to vote for their favorite.

No Ifs ands or Butts, submitted by Real Estate by
Jo LLC, took second prize.
Hot Rod Betty, submitted
by Grand Arbor took
third.

Big Ole, submitted by the Alexandria Chamber of Commerce, took first place
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Ancestry DNA Ethnicity Estimates Updated
If you haven’t logged in to your Ancestry DNA
results lately, you may want to do so. As of September 2018, Ancestry has more than 10 million
users in its DNA database, with more coming
online every day. Besides checking your results
for new matches and new messages, be sure to
check your ethnicity estimate. As the number of
users increases, Ancestry updates/improves its
ethnicity estimates for your DNA, and by looking
at your Ancestry.com ethnicity, an update will be
automatically created. New Ancestry ethnicity
estimates have started to focus in on specific regions within a country. For example, a previous

estimate may have indicated Ireland. The update
might now zero in on the Munster region and
more specifically, east County Cork, based on
your common DNA matches.
Ethnicity estimates can also be controversial
when they don’t agree with what you know about
your genealogy. Each DNA testing company will
show you quite different ethnicity percentages,
based on their original DNA control groups tested in different regions of the world. (Note: You
do not need a paid subscription to view your
DNA results or update and view your ethnicity if
you have a DNA test at Ancestry.)

Research volunteer Arnesen will be missed
There is an empty spot in the DCHS Research Library that was occupied every
Tuesday from 2014 until 2018 with over 700 hours by Paul Arnesen. He faithfully
arrived and worked on research requests and doing data entry . He especially enjoyed the coffee breaks with staff and other volunteers. He was always cheerful
and added wit to the conversation.
Arnesen was born February 12, 1923 in Brooklyn New York. He died November 2, 2018 at Knute Nelson Grand Arbor Meadows unit. Paul was an Orthopedic
Surgeon and retired Lt. Cdr. USNR.
On July 19, 2016 during the county fair he was presented an award as the
Douglas County Outstanding citizen as well as runner-up for the State of Minnesota at the Minnesota State Fair foe his work as a volunteer for hospice, elder care Paul Arnesen at
and respite care.
DC county fair

Spruce Hill church available by reservation
In 1994 the Douglas County Historical Society assumed responsibility for the care and upkeep of Spruce Hill Church in NW Douglas
County, MN. Three services are held each year,
Easter Sunday, Mid-summer and Christmas.
The church is also available for weddings, reunions or other special occasions by reservation. Contact the Douglas County Historical
Society office at 1219 Nokomis Street, Alexandria, MN 56308.
Email: historic@dchsmn.org or phone 320762-0382. This would be a good time of year
to reserve this pretty, white-steepled country
church for your summer 2019 event.
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Barb Grover retires as
research volunteer coordinator
Barb Grover has retired from her current position as volunteer research coordinator at the Douglas County Historical Society.
Her vast knowledge of Douglas County will be missed.
Barb was an amazing asset in her work on research and in grant
writing. Before her departure she helped to update our tour cards, ensuring an interesting and informative visit for many future visitors to
DCHS.

Barb Grover

New and returning members
Mike Pfeffer
Gene Wenstrom
Julie Green Verlennich
Don Moore
Suzanne Engstrom
Maynard and Dorothy Peterson
Jeffrey Robert
Lynn & Bill Thoennes
Dani Thibodeaux
Shane & Vickie Schmidt
Shirley Jacobs
Thomas G. Erbes
Ruth Obert Family

Marjorie Van Gorp
Arnold Hermanson Jr
Bob Roubik
Michael Thang
Jerome & Leanne Larson
Renewal Bryan L. Ljung
Mary Lou Moll
Muriel Lindback
Paulette Friday
Richard Aalberg
Craig Olson
Dorothy Shinn

Memorials
Glenn VanAmber for Mary Lund Pajari
Glenn VanAmber for Paul Arnesen
Wagners for Memorial Paul Arnesen
Bob Roubik for Arlene Bosek

Wagners for Paul Arnesen
Joan B. Larson for Stan Max
Gary and Cindy Lund for Paul Arnesen

Levels of Membership Include:
Governor’s Table: Single One-Year Membership
Governor’s Family: Family One Year Membership
Corporate Sponsor
Patron
Funder
Sustainer

$30
$50
$250
$500
$1000
$100 toward Patron /Funder
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Genealogy Guild
“Taking the Past into the Future”

New Technology Uses Facial Recognition Software
Most family historians have a stack of old black
and white or sepia photos. Some have names on
the back, some don’t, and we are reluctant to
throw them away.
Millions of photographs were taken during the
Civil War and are stored in the National Archives.
Now facial recognition software is being used to
identify them. The project is starting out small,
but with free access and the help of Americans, it
has the potential to solve the identity of many in
those old photographs.
To find out more about the photo recognition
effort, the website is civilwarphotosleuth.com,
and it is free to use. Check out their “About” page
at civilwarphotosleuth.com/about and their facebook page https://www.facebook.com/
CivilWarPhotoSleuth/ for examples and the latest
information on the project.
The “about” page explains that the project is
funded by grants from the National Science Foundation and Virginia Tech, plus private donations.
It is free to use the website by creating a user
name and password.
Some photos they have are identified, but the
project also depends on users uploading photos of
their ancestors that are identified, and these faces
can be matched with photos in the National Archives to help identify unknown photos in their
collection.

Genealogy Guild 2017-2018 Officers:

President: Joan Larson

Private Knute Nelson, Company B Fourth Wisconsin Union Army

Vice President: Gwen Foslien

Secretary/Treasurer: Glenn Van Amber
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Corporate Sponsors

Director:
Receptionist/Visitor Guide:
Collections Technician:

BrittanyJohnson
Annie Skoglund
Mary Isaac

Ace Hardware
Alexandria Industries
Bell Bank
Bremer Bank
Lake Side Art
Kensington Bank
Knute Nelson Foundation
Mike’s In & Out Oil Change
Ollie Service Inc.

DCHS Board of Directors
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Directors:

Gary Lund
Rick Rosenfield

Kathy Sletto, Carol Meyer, Elaine Hasleton

