
 

Calendar of 
Events 

 
 

Oct. 1-12 
Scarecrow  
Drop-off 

 
Oct. 15-30 

Vote for favorite  
scarecrow 

 
Oct. 20 

Pumpkin  
Decorating 

11 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
 

Oct. 31 
Scarecrow winner 

announced 
 

Nov. 22-23 
CLOSED 

 
Dec. 7 

Bake Sale 
10-2 

 
Dec 16 

Spruce Hill Christmas 
Service 
2 p.m. 

 
Dec. 24-25 
CLOSED 

 
Dec. 31-Jan 1 

CLOSED 

 

Timeless Topics 

Fall,  2018 

Annual bake sale is on December 7 

DCHS sponsors scarecrow contest 

You are invited to the first annual Douglas County Histori-
cal Society Scarecrow Contest. Contest is open to any group, 
business, club, family or individual. First, second and third 
place winners will receive prizes from the entry fee pool, plus 
first place winner will receive a voucher for a homemade pie.  

Scarecrows will be displayed on the lawn next to the 
DCHS. Scarecrows must be display 
ready and family friendly. Posts will be 
provided. 

October 1-12: Drop off your scare-
crow during DCHS business hours with 
a $3 entry fee. (M-F, 9-4) 

October 15-30: Vote on our Face-
book page or at our location for your fa-
vorite scarecrow. 

October 31: Winners announced on 
Facebook! 

DCHS is busy preparing for the Annual Ethnic Bake Sale and 
Open House.  

   Stop and have a bowl of bean soup, walk through the 
beautifully decorated historic home of Knute Nelson, and do 
your holiday baking all in one stop.  

  You can expect even more variety of ethnic foods, along 
with a variety of cookies, 
breads, frozen pies, frozen 
soup, and much more. 

  We appreciate all 
donations of baking 
ingredients, monetary 
donations, or baked goods. 
If you would like to 
contribute baked goods, 
please bring them to the 
Society the the last week of 
November and our 
volunteers will package 
and price your item. 

Paul Arnesen, Jeff Schiffman and 
Lloyd Flaaten keep the tables full for 
shoppers. 
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Name_______________________________________ 

Phone No.___________________________________ 

email_______________________________________ 

Apple ___    Dutch Apple ___   Rhubarb___    Peach___    

Pumpkin___    Blueberry ___     Cranberry___   

Paid : Cash ____ Check__________ 

Credit Card ________________________________ 

Exp. Date _______ 

Please call 320-762-0382 or stop in at DCHS, 1219 Nokomis Street,  

Alexandria, MN to place order. 

Pre-Order Your Thanksgiving Pies 

From the Douglas County Historical Society 

Frozen pies are made from fresh fruit 

$10 
Payment must be made when ordered 

Deadline to order is Nov. 1 

       Pies will be available for pick-up Nov. 19-21 

Join us for our  

Annual Bake Sale 

Friday, Dec,  7   10a.m.-2 p.m. 
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Welcome Brittany Johnson 
Hello! I’m Brittany Johnson, one of the newer additions to staff at the Douglas County Historical 

Society. I graduated from Brandon-Evansville High School in 
2014 and from Carleton College in June 2018 with a degree in 
US History and lots of digital experience. My senior thesis ex-
amined the ways postcards were used 1905-1915 in rural Min-
nesotan communities during festival days. 

 I worked with local elementary students for my work-study 
and as part of class projects, which I enjoyed a lot. I even de-
signed history activities and programs for students that were 
well received by my fifth graders.  I also assisted professors in 
their research, including work documenting the lives of chil-
dren in English workhouses and 3D modelling of Anglo-Saxon 
funerary urns. I did a study abroad in Kyoto, Japan for a few 
months and took an internship at a rural life museum in Dere-
ham, England.  I was incredibly lucky to be able to visit my first 
castle on the same trip in England, an experience I highly rec-
ommend! I was a hesitant traveler at first, but have grown to 
appreciate the way travel and education can help a person to 
grow.  

In my spare time, I collect postcards and stamps from 
around the world. I am also a budding balloon artist, a skill I 
picked up to be more fun and useful at the birthday parties of 
my cousins, nieces, and nephews. I also work at the Douglas 
County Library, so I’m constantly trying out new books and 
documentaries as well. I’m looking forward to putting my tal-
ents to work here at the Historical Society. 

Brittany Johnson 

McWhorter works on cleaning up court house storage 

Hugh McWhorter, volunteer at DCHS,  has 
taken on the task of cleaning and organizing 
the storage space that DCHS has at the court 
house. 

Hugh has lived in Douglas County since  
1957. Hugh was the local accessor for 44 years 
and a former member of the Miltona Fire De-
partment for 32 years. 

Railroads and genealogy are his main in-
terests, he collects maps of railroad facilities 
in towns and cities. 

 He has been a volunteer at DCHS since 
January, 2017. He has also taken on the task 
of building much needed shelves in the re-
search department. 

Hugh McWhorter cleaning up court house storage. 
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 Genealogy Research and Adoption Mysteries 

From time to time in the research department 
here at Douglas County Historical Society, peo-
ple who have adoption mysteries in their family 
trees come to us for help.   

In early Douglas County, some adoptions 
were openly published in the newspapers  

 The Alexandria Post, Alexandria, Douglas 
County, Minnesota 

Friday, December 5, 1879, page 4, col. 1. 
Mr. and Mrs. H. H. Wilson have brightened 

their home by adopting the beautiful infant child 
of Mrs. Oleson, who died last week. 

Last week during the funeral service of Mrs. 
Oleson, her mother, Mrs. Erickson, gently 
passed from earth away to meet her daughter in 
the Spirit Land. 

 To figure out the identity of the birth mother, 
we  used cemetery records and death indexes 
from the Douglas County Courthouse records.  

In this case, newborn baby Oleson was the 
youngest of 5 living children to Mrs. Dorthea Ol-
sen (note the spelling difference) and her hus-
band Anders Olsen, and with both the mother 
and grandmother buried in the Kinkead Ceme-
tery, baby Olsen became Bessie Faye Wilson and 
was raised in very different circumstances from 
her siblings across town.  

 Other early newspaper articles in Douglas 
County mention that children were sent to the 
Orphans’ Home at Owatonna, Minnesota.  

One day in the research department, two 
women, whose grandmothers had been adopted 
from the ”state school” at Owatonna, both hap-
pened to come in for research after obtaining 
records from the Minnesota Historical Society 
about their ancestors. When they discovered the 
birth families had Douglas County roots, they 
wanted to continue their research and expand 
their  t rees .  The  websi te  ht tp://
orphanagemuseum.com says that between 1886 
and 1945, 10,635 children from all over Minne-
sota were sent to the Owatonna Orphanage. 
Here are examples of early newspaper articles 
from Douglas County: 

After Martin Countryman, Civil War Veteran, 
died of hypothermia in January 1888, while try-
ing to walk home carrying 45 pounds of supplies 

to his farm southwest of Alexandria, his wife and 
eight children were left in dire circumstances. 
Local officials often decided what was best for 
the children.  Martin is buried at the Lake Mary 
Cemetery.  

The Douglas County News, Alexandria, Min-
nesota, 

Thursday, April 19, 1888, page 8, col. 2. 
Three children of the late M. H. Countryman, 

two girls and a boy, ranging from seven to eleven 
years of age, were taken to the home for indigent 
children at Owatonna last week by Mr. F. C. 
Meade. 

 The Douglas County News, Alexandria, Min-
nesota, Thursday, February 7, 1889, page 8, col. 
3. 

(Adoption mysteries cont. on page 5) 
 

Besse Faye Wilson 

http://orphanagemuseum.com/
http://orphanagemuseum.com/
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Forgotten Treasures sale results 

We tried something different this year. Not wanting to have the garage sale stigma of 25 and 50 
cent items, we thought long and hard for a different name and came up with “Forgotten Treas-
ures.” 

And because we didn’t want to stress about rain, wind, etc. we decided to rent an enclosed 
space rather than having a tent in the yard. 

 Last year setting up tables and schlepping sale items out of Gary Lund’s trailer at 6 a.m. in wet 
grass was not the most enjoyable thing to do. Not to mention that the grass had been cut the day 
before and wet grass clippings stuck to everything. So this year we rented the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall, right down the road on Nokomis Street for only $75, (the tent cost us twice that much 
last year.) We set up on Wednesday night and everything was ready to go in the morning. 

Many thanks go out to all who helped: Kim Dillon, Kaden Dillon, Annie and Larry Skoglund, 
Gary Lund, Hugh McWhorter, Mary Isaac, Glen and Dorothy VanAmber, Maynard and Dorothy 
Peterson, Barb Grover, Janet Nelson, Dianne Tomczik and Carol Meyer who had swap shop give a 
shout out to listeners to check out our sale when things slowed down. To all our members who 
donated items, THANK YOU! The sale would not be possible without you! 

A few of the items that were left were sold by new part time receptionist Brittany Johnson on 
line. After all was said and done we made $983.00. 

Genealogy Research and Adoption Mysteries (cont.) 

F. C. Meade took three more of the Country-
man children to the orphans home at Owatonna 
last week. This makes six now at the home and 
they are all well provided for. Two more remain 
at home. 

 Later in Douglas County, a children’s home 
was created at Bethany Nursing Home, and in 
those cases, sometimes the children were not ac-
tually orphans, but children who needed someone 
to take care of them.  We have a small file in the 
research department about the Bethany Chil-
dren’s Home.   

 Orphan Train descendants are also solving 
their genealogy mysteries, with a combination of 
DNA test results, and genealogy research.  Or-
phan trains often originated out of New York, and 

many of those children were not actually or-
phaned.  There are no records of orphan trains 
stopping in Douglas County, but there were chil-
dren who were adopted in Minnesota. 

 Read more about it: 
Owatonna, Minnesota Orphanage 
http://orphanagemuseum.com/ 
h t t p : / / o r p h a n a g e m u s e u m . c o m /

requestRecords.html 
Orphan Train 

http://www.orphantrainridersofminnesota.com/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orphanhttps://

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orphan_Train 

(Article submitted by Taryn Flolid) 

Wish List 

If anyone has a yearbook dated 1984, 1997, 1998, or 2017 and would like to donate it, it will be 
greatly appreciated.  

http://orphanagemuseum.com/
http://orphanagemuseum.com/requestRecords.html
http://orphanagemuseum.com/requestRecords.html
http://www.orphantrainridersofminnesota.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orphan_Train
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orphan_Train
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orphan_Train
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Levels of Membership Include: 

Governor’s Table: Single One-Year Membership  $30 
Governor’s Family: Family One Year Membership  $50 
Corporate Sponsor       $250 
Patron        $500 
Funder        $1000 
Sustainer        $100 toward Patron /Funder 

New and returning members 

 

Lynn Allen 
Bernice Berg 
Nancy Chamberlain 
Doug Derr 
Lee Doering 
James & Anne Eidsvold 
Richard Engebretson 
Bill Flaig 
Lorrie Fredin 

Harland & Darlene Hanson 
Ann Hanson 
Char Hanson 
Gerald Hanson 

Patrice Hedlund 
Tom Henderson 
Truman Holte 
Lisa Hurlen 
Dennis Johnson Family 
John Koenig 
Dave & Cher Larson 
Jack & Carolyn Merrifield 
Tracy Nelson Family 
Sarah Olson Family 
Elke Richards 
Rick Rosenfield 
Edna Sargent 

Dr Laurence Schiller 
Charles Swenson 
Mary Mae Theis 
Allen Thunberg 
Patsy Tomford 
Glenn VanAmber 
Anna Wark 
Ron & Joyce Watson 
John Winkler & Deborah 

 Jameson 
Jill Woodhall 
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Roots Cellar                                                                Genealogy Guild 

“Taking the Past into the Future” 

Genealogy Guild 2017-2018 Officers: 

President: Joan Larson 

Vice President: Gwen Foslien 
 
Secretary/Treasurer: Glenn Van Amber 

One hundred years have passed since the end 
of World War 1, with the armistice of November 
11, 1918.   
For families with U.S. soldiers in their ancestry, 
there are several online sources that can help you 
find out more about your relatives who served.   
Gold Star Roll Documents 
   Gold Star Soldiers died while serving during an 
active war, whether it be from battle, disease or 
other causes.  The Minnesota Historical Society 
has made the Gold Star Roll paperwork that fam-
ilies filled out to honor their World War 1 sons 
who died during the war. (Note: Not all families 
completed the paperwork.)  
   These records often have a biography, photo, 
obituary, letters from their commanding officer 
or fellow soldiers.  
The website is: 
http://www.mnhs.org/search/people 

If you find your relative, you can download the 
PDF file and see the documents. 

Besides the Gold Star Roll, these record types 
for Minnesota are also available at that search 
page. 
 Birth Records (1900-1934) 
 Death Records (1904-2001) 
 State Census (1849-1905) 
 Veterans Graves (1857-1975) 
 Gold Star Roll (1915-1921)  

 
World War 1 Draft Registration Cards 
The Selective Service Act of 1917, which was 

later amended, eventually had all men between 
the ages of 18 and 45 registering for the World 
War 1 Draft. Those Draft Registration forms are 
found online for free at familysearch.org. You 
will have to create a user name and password, 
but the site is free.  

www.familysearch.org/search/
collection/1968530 

United States World War I Draft Registration 

Cards, 1917-1918 
Description 
Name index and images of draft registration 
cards for World War I. 

 
 
 
 
 

Headstone Applications at Family 
search 

Each military veteran has the right to a head-
stone.  There is a database for those applications 
at familysearch.org. 
United States Headstone Applications for U.S. 
Military Veterans, 1925-1949 
Description: 
Images of over 621,000 applications for head-
stones received by the Cemeterial Division of the 
Quartermaster General from two National Ar-
chive microfilm publications.  
https://www.familysearch.org/search/
collection/1916249 

WW1 draft registration card-

http://www.mnhs.org/search/people
http://familysearch.org/
http://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1968530
http://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1968530
http://familysearch.org/
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1916249
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1916249
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DCHS Staff 
Director of Operations:             Kim Dillon 
Receptionist/Visitor Guide:     Annie Skoglund 
Collections Technician:             Mary Isaac 
Volunteer  Coordinator:       Barb Grover 
Receptionist:         Brittany Johnson
  

DCHS Board of Directors 
President:   Gary Lund                    
Vice President:       Rick Rosenfield               
Secretary:                 Barb Grover 
Directors:                Kathy Sletto, Carol Meyer, Elaine Haselton 

Ace Hardware 
Bell Bank 
Bremer Bank 
Kensington Bank 
Knute Nelson Foundation 
Mike’s In & Out Oil Change 
Ollie Service Inc. 
 

Corporate Sponsors 



 


