
 

Calendar of  
Events 

 

July 4 
CLOSED 

 

July 15 
Spruce Hill Church  

Summer Service 
2 PM 

 

August 9 
Donation Drop Off 

At DCHS 
9-4 PM 

 

August 14 
Donation Drop Off 

At DCHS 
9-4 PM 

 

August 16 
Donation Drop Off 

At DCHS 
9-4 PM 

 

August 23 
DCHS Sale 

@ Knights of Columbus 
Hall 

8-4 PM 
 

September 3 
CLOSED 

 

Timeless Topics 

Summer, 2018 

Norwegian-American Group Meets In 
Alexandria 
On June 21, 22, and 23, 2018, a large gathering of Norwegian-
Americans and some Norwegians gathered at the Holiday Inn in Al-
exandria for their annual “stevne” meeting.  When Norwegian immi-
grants setttled in the upper midwest, they created organizations 
based on the places they lived in Norway. These organizations, called 
“Lag,” helped the immigrants with different aspects of life in Ameri-
ca, and helped them retain and celebrate their connection to Nor-
way.                  (Continued on page 2) 

Forgotten Treasures Sale 

If you are working on your genealogy, or have gotten your DNA 
results back and wondered what to do next, DCHS research volunteer 
Taryn will be on-site on Thursdays in our research library at 1219 
Nokomis to offer help with exploring online genealogy resources, nav-
igating the DNA websites, and using your DNA matches to better un-
derstand your family tree.  Call in advance to check availability.  Our 
research library hours are 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Cost is $10 for mem-
bers per visit. (A single membership to DCHS is $30 per year.)  

Time to start cleaning out your cupboards, closets, basement, and 
shed.  This year we are moving the sale to the Knights of Columbus 
Hall.  

AUGUST 23  
Knights of Columbus Hall 

722 6th Ave E 
8-4 PM 

 
 

Please drop off donations at DCHS 
 Thursday, Aug 9 from 9-4 PM 
 Tuesday Aug 14 from 9-4 PM  
 Thursday, Aug 16 from 9-4 PM  
  

We will not be accepting clothing, shoes, computers,  
electronics, or TVs.  

DNA and Genealogy Support Available 
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Today’s Lag groups focus on member genealogy, trav-
el, and education in areas of interest for present day 
American descendants of the Norwegian immigrants. 
Membership fees are reasonable.  

The Vestlands Lag is primarily made up of people with 
an historic connection to the western areas of Nor-
way.  

The Alexandria participants explored several of the 
local areas of Norwegian interest and influence, in-
cluding the Runestone Museum and the historic home 
of Knute and Nicolina Nelson at 1219 Nokomis, cur-
rently the home of the Douglas County Historical Soci-
ety. Knute Nelson himself was from Evanger in Voss, Hordaland, Norway, one of the areas included 
in the Vestlands Lag.  If you are interested in your Norwegian roots and Lag membership, the na-
tional website for all Norwegian Lags is www.fellesraad.com 

DCHS members also played a part in the Stevne/meeting:  Gary Lund, DCHS Board president, por-
trayed Senator Knute Nelson, and shared the historic significance and contributions of Knute 
throughout his lifetime. Volunteer Taryn Flolid presented a powerpoint on West Central Minnesota 
Norwegian Homesteaders, which focused on early Douglas County settlement history and the many 
contributions the early Norwegian homesteaders made to the local communities in Douglas county.   

Kari Gilbertson and 14 students from the 
Challenge Academy, who are studying their 
ethnicity and genealogy spent the morning in 
the DCHS research library.  The Challenge 
Academy is a 4-day summer school program 
for high-potential students.  Students are invit-
ed to this academy from all over Douglas 
County.  This group of students took part in an 
Ellis Island Simulation and Genealogy 
course.  While at the Historical Society they 
were able to research their family history by 
looking at primary sources.  The students were 
amazed at how many records of their families 
exist.   

DCHS research volunteer Taryn Flolid in-
troduced them to free online resources such as 
familysearch.org and findagrave.com, along with traditional genealogy resources such as newspaper 
obituaries and family history files in our collection. Students had previously created a basic family 
tree, and sought information to add to their tree.  One student was excited to find a report in his fam-
ily’s genealogy file at DCHS that his father had written as part of a school assignment for history class 
about 25 years earlier.   

Students from Challenge Academy visit DCHS 

Tour—continued from Page 1 

http://www.fellesraad.com
http://familysearch.org/
http://findagrave.com/
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Schedule a luncheon at DCHS 

There are two different ways you could use some of your fraternal benefits to help benefit the 
Douglas County Historical Society.  The first option are THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS which are 
member led project or fundraisers that you can utilize a 250.00 Visa Card as “seed money” to get 
started.  Wondering what projects or needs we have here at the Center?  Please call us and ask.  Your 
Action Team requires you be an involved volunteer within the project itself.  The other option are 
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS.  The Douglas County Historical Society has now been approved as a 
recipient of Thrivent Choice Dollars.  If you’re an eligible Thrivent Financial member and have 
Choice Dollars® available to direct, please keep us in mind. For more info or to direct Choice Dollars, 
call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice.” 

Are you a Thrivent Member?   

Spruce Hill Church Summer Service 
 

July 15 
2 PM 

 Music by Lynn Olson and friends 
 Pianist Emily Larson 
 Gordon Men’s Choir 

 Fjord horse drawn wagon rides furnished by Jesse Lusty 
 Picnic supper to follow at Spruce Hill County Park 

Whether it be a work meeting, card/book club, family, or 

just friends wanting to get together, consider a luncheon 

in Knute Nelson’s very own historic dining room.    

Capacity is up to 25 people.  Includes beverage, meal, des-

sert, room rental, and service. 

Book your holiday event now, as they fill up fast. Call  
320-762-0382 for reservations, prices, and menu options. 
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In Memorium 

A  long-time volunteer and dear friend, Dori Otterson, passed away on June 3, 2018. 

 

Dori logged over 1800 volunteer hours to DCHS. She conducted numerous oral his-

tory interviews, helped with fundraisers, and made goods for our annual Bake Sale. 

She wrote and contributed stories for DCHS in the local newspaper’s Heritage Col-

umn for many years.  Dori had a remarkable sense of humor, a passion for people, 

traveling, and painting.  

Our love and thoughts are with her husband, Ron,  and their family during this very 

difficult time. 
Dori Otterson 

Day of Caring is a day of volunteerism for Discovery Middle School 8th grade students, to provide 

help with community and individual outdoor service projects. Over 350+ volunteers provide a 

thousand plus hours of community service all on one day. While the ten students were here, they 

were busy. They cleaned out raised beds, trimmed flowers around the house, planted flowers, divid-

ed hostas, and cut and weeded the raspberries. Thank you DMS 8th graders for your help! 

Day of Caring 

When Spruce Hill Church in NE Douglas County discon-
tinued regular services in 1968, Mary and Don Olson 
were the lucky auction bidders for the historic pump or-
gan. After a restoration, the Olson family has enjoyed it 
for 50 years. Now in 2018, they have donated the organ 
back to the Spruce Hill Church. The organ is in place in 
the Spruce Hill church, ready for the Sunday, July 15, 
2018 Summer Service, 2:00 pm. Thank you Olson fami-
ly!  

Come take a look at the Summer Service  

July 15, at 2 PM 

Spruce Hill Organ 
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Findagrave.com is a free website and app that was first created to 
document and photograph graves. Gravestones become damaged or 
unreadable, or disappear into the turf, or were never placed at 
all.  Volunteers began adding grave and burial information and pho-
tographs, and now it is a wonderful resource for genealogy research. 
You do not have to log in or be a member to look for information.  It 
began in the United States, but volunteers all over the world are now 
adding to the database.  

There are advantages to being a member and creating a log-in.  
With more people choosing cremation and having their ashes 

sprinkled in different locations, those memorials can also be entered 
at Findagrave.com, along with other burials such as Buried At Sea, 
Donated to Medical Science, Lost at War, or Burial Unknown.  All 
memorial entries are assigned a Findagrave number.  

If you want to add grave memorials, manage your family mem-
bers' and direct ancestors' findagrave entries, add photos, obituaries, 
GPS coordinates to help relatives find the graves, link family mem-
bers to each other, or update and improve information, do this:  

1. Create a free user name and log-in at Findagrave.com.  Provide 
Findagrave with the correct information, but you may choose a user 
name or initials as your screen name.  Read the Findagrave Fre-
quently Asked Questions (FAQ) https://www.findagrave.com/list-faqs 

2. Search for your family member by name or by cemetery.  If you cannot find them on Findagrave, 
create a memorial for them at the correct location or indicate other types of burials noted above.  

3. If your loved ones are already entered in Findagrave, you can see who created the memorial, and if 
you want the responsibility, send them a note requesting transfer of management to you. Often, volun-
teers have entered thousands of individuals into Findagrave, and are willing to transfer management. 
Sometimes, it is a distant cousin or other descendant who created the memorial so they will retain man-
agement.  

4. If you do not manage a memorial, you can still help improve existing memorials by posting photos, 
adding captions to those photos, and suggesting edits, such as adding obituaries, maiden name, improv-
ing birth and death information, or linking a husband, wife, or children’s graves to their parents’ grave 
entries.  

Find A Grave 

Hans A Anderson 1850-1879 Nelson 
Cemetery, Douglas County, MN 

DCHS has a very old German language Bible from 1730, and has the name D 
Martin Luther on the cover page.  The book is very large, 12' wide x 19" high x 
6" from cover to cover.  It has a family name written in the front of Dovre. It is 
in fair condition near the front, but the expert says that is not a problem for a 
professional conservator, the rest of the book is very good and solid condi-
tion.  This is a unique book, and has great information in it in a classic German 
font.    

We would be interested in offering this book to the public for sale for a fair 
price, as it does not fit with our Mission Statement. The money used for sold 
items from the donated collection would go back into care and upkeep of our 
existing collections.  

If you are interested in this book, you may contact DCHS  to set up an appoint-
ment to view it.  

Unique Item 

http://findagrave.com/
http://findagrave.com/
http://findagrave.com/
https://www.findagrave.com/list-faqs
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Membership 

Governor’s Table: Single One-Year Membership  $30 
Governor’s Family: Family One Year Membership  $50 
Corporate Sponsor       $250 
Patron        $500 
Funder        $1000 
Sustainer        $100 toward Patron /Funder 

Memorials 

New and returning Members 

 

Wish List 
If the person(s) that borrowed the Jefferson High School yearbooks from years 1997, 1998, 

1999 would return them, it would be greatly appreciated.  If anyone has these years and would 
like to donate them, we would be able to keep our collection complete. 

Lynn Baillon 

Gary Ball-Kilborune 

Sally Baumann 

Jeff & Nancy Berg 

Jesse & Jena Bodell 

Doris Burkey 

Gerry Carlson 

Joy Carter 

Lauren Davis 

Harold Edwards 

Lloyd Flaaten 

Taryn Flolid 

Grant Gault 

Laura Hagstrom 

Luwanna  Hintermeister 

Bonnie Holm 

Beth Hoover 

Delette Huffman 

Lois Jenkins 

Jill Johnson 

Bryan Joyce 

William Kahnke 

Paul Kiger 

Ron & Julie Kirscht 

Erik & Bonnie Klitzke 

Joni Kreuser 

Curt Lindlauf 

Dale Lommen 

Gary Lund 

Hugh McWhorter 

Liz Nelson 

Marcine Nightengale 

Mary Oberg 

Craig Olson 

William Paulzine 

Scott Pavek 

Rita Paxson 

Ashley Peterson 

Jim Pospisil 

Diana Rogers 

Marlene Senasack 

Karen Senesac 

Yvonne Shimota 

Gene Stark 

Carol Tillitt 

Glenn & Dorothy Van Amber 

Barry & Georgia Wahlberg 

Ron Way 

For Mike Beheng From Joan 
Larson 

For Roger Cole From Chuck & 
Gerry Carlson 

For Norman Stark From Sandy 
Dittberner 

For Doug Hauskins from Glenn 
& Dorothy VanAmber 

For Leslie Hitchcock From Joan 
Larson 

For Eldred Fredman From 
Marlys Fredman 

For LaVerne Wussow From 
Sandy Dittberner 

For Carlye Guenther From 
Sandy Dittberner 

For Laura Mae Toft From Glenn 
& Dorothy Van Amber 

For Ione Grubb From Anony-
mous 

For David Lusty From SuAnn 
Lusty 

For Dori Otterson From Josh 
Tatge 

For Dori Otterson From Morris 
& Barb Grover 

For Audrey Kloehn From Paul & 
Mary Wenino 

For Audrey Kloehn From John & 
Janet Sexton 

For Audrey Kloehn From Mike & 
Judy Sexton 

For Audrey Kloehn From Pat & 
Erin Sexton 
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Roots Cellar                                                                Genealogy Guild 

“Taking the Past into the Future” 

Genealogy Guild 2018 Officers: 

President: Joan Larson 

Vice President: Gwen Foslien 
 
Secretary/Treasurer: Glenn Van Amber 

DCHS Genealogy Guild 

A monthly DCHS Genealogy Guild meeting is available to anyone interested in networking with 
others who are researching their family genealogy. 

Meetings: Second Thursday of each month, 5:30 – 7 p.m. at the Douglas County Historical Soci-
ety Research Library, located in the lower level at 1219 Nokomis St. in Alexandria, MN.  Please use 
the lower level door at the back of the building.  

Membership is just $15 annually.  
Members enjoy guest speakers, programs, sharing research ideas, discussing online resources, 

and other activities to support each other in their genealogy research.  Contact DCHS if you have 
any questions, 320-762-0382. 

DNA Day 

In May, guild members Glenn and Taryn held a 
DNA Day at DCHS.  A morning session for people 
thinking about DNA testing provided information to 
help attendees decide if testing was right for them, and 
which tests would suit their purpose in testing.  

The afternoon session was for people who had al-
ready received their DNA results. They received infor-
mation to help them analyze their results, compare 
their DNA matches, understand how closely they were 
related to their matches, and start to use that infor-
mation to better understand their genealogy and eth-
nicity. 

Cutline from echo 

Guild member Joan Larson is active in the Fergus Falls chapter of the DAR, the closest loca-
tion to Douglas County. DAR members have at least one ancestor who was a patriot in the Ameri-
can Revolution. It is surprising how many Minnesotans have New England roots. Many of Doug-
las County’s first homesteaders were “Yankees” from the east coast, arriving west for homestead 
land along with the many Scandinavian and European immigrants. 

When applying for DAR membership, you do have to document your family line, but often, 
previous ancestors have already been registered by other descendants. Potential members often 
just have to document the most recent few generations before tapping into an ancestor who is al-
ready ‘in the books.”  

DAR: Daughters of the American Revolution 
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DCHS Staff 
Director of Operations:             Kim Dillon 
Receptionist/Visitor Guide:     Annie Skoglund 
Collections Technician:             Mary Isaac 
 

DCHS Board of Directors 
President:   Gary Lund                    
Vice President:       Rick Rosenfield              
Secretary:                Barb Grover 
Directors:      Carol Meyer, Kathy Sletto, Elaine Haselton 

Ace Hardware 
Bell Bank 
Bremer Bank 
Kensington Bank 
Knute Nelson 
Mike’s In & Out Oil Change 
 

Corporate Sponsors 




