
 

 

Calendar of 
Events 

 

Jan 1 
CLOSED 

 

Feb 3 
Hotdish Bake-Off 

Fat Daddy’s 
11-1:30 PM 

 

March 30 
CLOSED 

 

April 19 
Annual Meeting 

DCHS 5 PM 

 

Timeless Topics 

Winter, 2017 

Bake Sale continues to be a success 

The DCHS Bake Sale was held Friday,  
Dec. 1. The weather cooperated and there 
was a great turnout.  

This year we offered pie pre-orders.  
Apple, Dutch Apple, Blueberry, Peach, 
Rhubarb, Pumpkin, and Cranberry were 
the flavors offered.  There were over 80 
pies pre-ordered before Thanksgiving.  
The apples were donated by John Stone 
of Garfield again this year, and Country 
Blossom Farms.  Thanks you so much for 
the donation. All pies are made with 
home-made crust, and fresh fruit, the 
pies made and frozen. This  is the first  
year we have taken pre-orders, but with the success of this pro-
gram, will definitely do it again next  year. 

The lefse elves were busy for three weeks prior to sale,  rolling  
and flipping.  Lefse making was also demonstrated during the 
sale as was krumkake.  Krumkake was demonstrated by Rick & 
Jeanne Rosenfield, and Marcine Nightengale. Dane Worley-
Compton played beautiful Christmas music, and hot bean soup 
was served.  

The bake sale continues to be one of our biggest fundraisers,  
this year it raised $4,250. 

Glen and Dorothy 
VanAmber helped with 
lefse 

Thrivent 

 

Thank you Thrivent members, Cindy Lund, Mary 

New, and the Thrivent Action Team for your sup-

port of our Annual Open House & Ethnic Bake 

Sale. Funds were used to purchase baking ingredi-

ents for the baked goods.  

If you are an eligible Thrivent member and have 

Choice Dollars available to direct, please keep us 

in mind. 
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 Recent accessions include two quilts 

   A quilt from District 30 was recently donated to the Douglas County Historical Society. The quilt 
includes the signatures of all the students Hope Bisek taught from 1935 to 1942 at District #30, Car-
los Prairie School. The quilt, which was made in the school where she taught, has been restored and 
donated to the DCHS. 

   The second quilt was donated by Dorothy Shinn. It is a Grandmother’s Flower Garden and is all 
hand stitched. Quilts can be seen  at the DCHS Monday through Friday 9 AM—4 PM 

Hope Bisek with District 30 quilt 

DCHS has a number of programs available for any group. If you don’t see what you want, we build 

programs and customize them to fit your needs.  Call us for more information or schedule your pro-

gram today. 320-762-0382 

Programs available at DCHS 

 Aprons 

 Bingo (Historical) 

 History and Uses of Flour 
Sacks 

 Hats 

 Purses 

 Quilts 

 Shoes 

 Vintage Undergarments 

 Vintage Clothing 

 History of How the Lakes 
Were Named 

 Resorts and Their History 

 

 

We also have Photo Power-
Point Programs available.   

  Alexandria Tours 

 Communities of Douglas Cty 

 Alexandria Early History 

 Brandon 

 Carlos & Belle River 

 Evansville 

 Forada & Hudson Twnsp 

 Garfield 

 Holmes City 

 Kensington 

 Melby 

 Nelson 

 Osakis 

 Spruce Hill Center & Rose 
City 

 Agriculture of Douglas Cty 

 Education 

 The Home 

 Knute Nelson’s life 

 Freddie Lund 

 Moe Twp Organizations 

 People of Moe Twnsp 

 Farming in Moe Twnsp 

 Alexandria Historical Resi-
dential District 

 Churches 

 History of DCHS 

 Miltona Tornado Days 

Dorothy Shinn donated this hand stitched quilt 
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DCHS thankful for volunteers 

Pat Johnson 
Pat was born in Alexandria and graduated from Jefferson High 

School in 1970. After graduating from the Computer Programming 
course at Alexandria Area Technical Institute (now ATCC), she 
lived and worked in the Twin Cities area for 22 years, enjoying the 
benefits of the cultural communities there and many life-long 
friends.  

When an opportunity came to move back to her hometown, she 
began her “second” career as support staff at First Lutheran 
Church in Alexandria, retiring in 2015. While retirement allowed 
her the time to enjoy her main hobbies of quilting, reading, travel-
ing, and time with family and friends, Pat was also beginning to ex-
plore her ancestry which led her to the Historical Society. Both her 
maternal and paternal ancestors settled in Douglas County, so the 
family files, pictures, and oral histories were all useful for her new 
hobby. She now volunteers one day a week assisting others with research and doing whatever else is 
needed. Those “whatever else” things include helping bake cookies for the bake sale and making 
lefse. 

Pat Johnson 

Taryn Nelson Flolid 

I have been a volunteer at DCHS for over five years, after retiring from 
teaching in Circle Pines, MN and moving back to my hometown of Alexan-
dria. My ancestors and my husband's were some of the original homestead-
ers in Douglas County, so we end up being related to quite a few of the peo-
ple who come in with research requests.  I enjoy local history and genealo-
gy research in particular.  The DCHS resource library is a joy to use.  

In addition to the research, I also post updates to our dchsmn.org web-
site, and really enjoy posting photos from the DCHS photo archives to the 
Douglas County Historical Society MN Facebook page.  It’s so interesting 
when people who grew up in Alexandria add their memories and their 
knowledge of local history to the Facebook posts.  Volunteering at DCHS is 
so rewarding. I learn something new every day, and it’s fun to help people 
find the answers to questions about local or family history.  Taryn Flolid 

 

If you would like to volunteer 

your time, stop in or call us at 

320-762-0382. 

DCHS Annual Meeting will be 

Tuesday, April 19 

DCHS 

5 PM 

http://dchsmn.org/
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Marge Van Gorp presented “Voices from the Hillside” 

A poet and historian’s performance about a rural church 
and it cemetery proved so popular that it returned to the Ev-
ansville Art Center on October 20. It was her second round at 
the art center. 

Van Gorp has written an anthology based on Spruce Hill 
Church and its cemetery. Her ancestors were among the 
founders of the church.  Visiting their graves sparked an in-
terest in the lives of six men buried there who were instru-
mental in the organization.  

Paulette Friday provided narration and VanGorp read 
their stories. The evening of history and music was followed 
by a dessert reception where audience members were invited 
to share stories and ask questions. 

Copies of the DVD can be obtained by calling Pete Woit at 
320-852-7679 

Marge Van Gorp 

Bridge and luncheons at DCHS 

The DCHS is available for bridge 
clubs, meetings, showers and lunch-
eons. We can accommodate up to 24 
people. Consider having  your group 
meet in the beautiful Knute Nelson 
home. We also have programs availa-
ble. 

Call 320-762-0382 for information. 

 

Red Hatters enjoy a program on vintage under-
garments (above)  
(Right) Bridge players take a break for a group 
photo 
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Minnesota, Lincoln and traffic congestion 

Contributed by Robert Roubik, a DCHS 
member, resides in Northern Virginia. 

 
Celebrating the Sesquicentennial  of the Ameri-

ca an Civil War is for most of us a matter of prox-
imity, passing interest or apathy. Didn’t we just 
commemorate the 100th about 30 or 40 years 
ago? 

The new seal of Minnesota with Alexander 
Ramsey as governor was able to muster some 
1,000 young men to aid  in the preservation of the  
union in some faraway places—with both familiar 
and strange sounding names, Alexandria, Virginia 
for example. The First Minnesota Volunteers un-
der the command of Col. Gorman, having con-
sumed weeks traveling by steamboat, rail and 
marching to Virginia, rested, drilled, drilled some 
more and were educated in things military. Outfit-
ted with rifles, hardtack, uniforms and new shoes, 
one size fits all—same for left and right. 

Thirty seven thousand men of the Army of the 
Potomac, aka The North, organized and marched 
west from Alexandria down the Little River Turn-
pike on their way to an unknown fate.* The first 
major battle of the Civil War known best as Bull 
Run and as the First Manassas. The Minnesotans 
in this throng crossed a major thoroughfare, Chain 
Bridge Road, noteworthy owing to the fact that the 
first casualty of the “War of Northern Aggression,” 
a confederate Captain took a miniball to the chest, 
died at this junction. Here the Fairfax Court House 
which memorializes his memory still stands with 
its two bronze cannons appropriately pointed 
north. 

Only days earlier the last will and testaments of 
George and Martha Washington were whisked 
away from the iron vault within, fearing the worst. 

The writer frequently finds himself caught up in 
commuter traffic at this crossroad where the rut-
ted single lanes have done battle with city planners 
if the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries. Even now 150 
years later, we love history, pause unwillingly—to 
reflect on the remaining structures. 

One such frame  dwelling two blocks west is 
known as the Dr. William Gunnell House where 
Confederate Colonel John Singleton Mosby and 

his Mosby Raiders in 1863, swept into a Union en-
campment in the early morning hours capturing 
union Gen. Edwin Stoughton as he slept, along 
with 2 captains, 30 privates and 58 horses. 

President Lincoln being appraised of Stough-
ton’s capture remarked “I don’t care so much 
about the loss of the General, as I can make anoth-
er with the stroke of a pen, but I sure hate to lose 
those horses.” 

Lincoln aide John Hay recalled a story, one 
night when Union Gen. Ambrose Burnside was at 
Knoxville and Confederate Gen. James Longstreet 
had gone to Chattanooga to capture or destroy 
him, a dispatch came from Union Gen. Gray Fos-
ter at Cumberland Gap, saying “Scouts just in re-
port hearing firing in the direction of Knoxville.” I 
took it to the President. He read it and said, 
“That’s good.” I expressed my surprise at his tak-
ing so cheerful a view of Burnside’s deadly danger. 
He said “I had a neighbor out West, Sally Taggart 
who had a great many unruly children whom she 
did not take very good care of. Whenever she herd 
one squall in some out-of-the-way place, she 
would say, “Well thank goodness, there is one of 
my young ones not dead yet. As long as we hear 
guns, Burnside is not captured.” 

*The First Minnesota lost 42 men killed, 108 
wounded and 30 missing, about 20% of the men 
engaged at Bull Run. 

(Last paragraph adapted from, At Lincoln’s Side 
John Hay’s Civil War Correspondence. ) 

If you would like to submit and 

article for the newsletter please 

make submissions to: 

Douglas County Historical Society     

  1219 Nokomis St           

    Alexandria, MN 56308 
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Levels of Membership Include: 

Governor’s Table: Single One-Year Membership  $30 
Governor’s Family: Family One Year Membership  $50 
Corporate Sponsor       $250 
Patron        $500 
Funder        $1000 
Sustainer        $100 toward Patron /Funder 

Memorials 

New and returning Members 

 

For Leona Betterman From Glenn & Dorothy 
VanAmber 

For Dan Ness From Bob Roubik 
For Bud Kolstad From Bob Roubik 
For David Dittberner from Sandy Dittberner 
For Wilma Steinberger From Sandy 

Dittberner 
For Angie Swansen From Gary & Cindy Lund 
For Martha Greengo From Morris & Barb 

Grover 

For Deloris Elmquist From Glenn & Dorothy 
Van Amber 

For John Walz From Glenn & Dorothy 
VanAmber 

For Betty Berry From Cheryl Larson 
For Joy McWhorter From Elvira Blank 
For Jim Tenhoff From Glenn & Dorothy 

VanAmber 

Richard Aalberg 
Florence Chlian 
Karen Clark-Hansen 
Julaine Cole Family 
Susanne Engstrom 
Thomas Erbes 
Anne Esterberg 
Jan Gilbertson 
Barb Hagen 
Steven Hall 
Duwayne Hanson 
Jeff Heegaard 
Arnie Hermanson 
Janet Hovde 
Michael & Leone Howe 
Shirley Jacobs 
Dick & Arlene Johnson 
Muriel King 
Steve Knutson 
Ben Lang 
Susan Laubenheimer 
Muriel Lindback 
Bryan Ljung 
Donald Moore 

George Moline 
MaryLou Moll 
Dennis Nelson 
Janet Nelson 
Janith Ness 
Mary New 
Tom & Ruth Obert 
Dorothy & Maynard Peterson 
Susan Peterson 
LuEllen Pettengell 
Roger & Ruthie Schultz 
Thomas Schwartz 
Dorothy Shinn 
Annie Skoglund 
Greg Smedsrud 
Shane & Vicki Schmidt 
Ben Stroh 
Michael Thang 
Dani Thibodeax 
Darla Thimjon 
William & Lynn Thoennes 
Dianne Tomczik 
Andrew Wiener 
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Roots Cellar                                                                Genealogy Guild 
“Taking the Past into the Future” 

Genealogy Guild 2017-2018 Officers: 

President: Joan Larson 
Vice President:  Gwen Foslien 

 
Secretary/Treasurer: Glen VanAmber 
Newsletter: Dale Braunschweig 

GENEALOGY GUILD 

A monthly DCHS Genealogy Guild meeting is 
available to anyone interested in networking 
with others who are researching their family ge-
nealogy. 
The Guild meets on the second Thursday of each 
month, 5:30 – 7 p.m. at the Douglas Coun-
ty Historical Society Research Library, located in 
the lower level.  Please use the lower level door 
at the back of the building. The Guild does not 
meet in January, February or March. 
Members enjoy guest speakers, programs, shar-
ing research ideas, discussing online re-
sources, and other activities to support each oth-
er in their genealogy research. Annual dues are 
only $15.  
Contact DCHS if you have any questions, 320-
762-0382.  

  

Ancestry Family Tree Frustrations 
Some of our members pay for a subscription 

at Ancestry.com, and have seen public trees 
from other relatives with mistaken infor-
mation.  When building your family tree at An-
cestry.com, the hints, or “leaves” like the ones 
they show on the TV commercials can be some 
very helpful original records such as birth 
and death records, city directory listings, bap-
tism, marriage and burials.  However, some 
hints/leaves are based solely on the trees that 
other ancestry.com members have created. 
You are able to copy the contents of these public 
trees to your tree, but LOOK OUT!  If you 
have done your due diligence and re-
searched your ancestors in a careful way using 
original records, you will find that there are 
many subscribers at ancestry who just copy large 
chunks of other people’s trees without verifying 
the information. This incorrect information is 

repeated by the next person blindly copying tree 
entries from other users. Suddenly, several trees 
have the wrong information.  
How to correct this? There is a place to write 
comments on an ancestor’s profile page, and 
you can contact the tree owner 
through ancestry.com messaging.    
Blindly copying other trees is a little like playing 
Pin the Tail on the Donkey. They put on 
a blindfold, are spun around, and then get point-
ed in the general direction of the donkey.  You 
can use those other trees to find hints about your 
family, but make sure you verify the information 
yourself, and create your own tree as accurately 
as possible.  That is where original records and 
research libraries like the one at Douglas County 
Historical Society come into play.  

 

DNA Testing  
The multiple DNA tests that went on sale around 
Thanksgiving for “Black Friday” resulted in DNA 
results that will begin to show up on the different 
testing companies databases after the New Year. 
AncestryDNA has the largest number of DNA 
customers, followed by 23andme.com for the 
United States. An added benefit is that you can 
download your Autosomal DNA results from 
both AncestryDNA and 23andme from their web-
sites to your computer, and upload that file 
to FamilytreeDNA.com, gedmatch.com and MyH
eritage.com for free.  FamilytreeDNA has an ex-
tra $19 fee in order to see your DNA matches, but 
you can see your ethnicity estimates for 
free.  FamilytreeDNA.com has a larger number of 
Europeans who use that site, gedmatch.com has 
some good tools for DNA analysis.  There are lots 
of blog posts, websites and Facebook pag-
es explaining how to do this. Google will give you 
answers to your “How to . . . “ questions.  
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DCHS Staff 
 
Director of Operations:           Kim Dillon 
Receptionist/Visitor Guide:   Annie  
     Skoglund 
Collections Technician:           Mary Isaac 
 

DCHS Board of Directors 
 
President:             Gary Lund                   
Vice President:     Rick Rosenfield 
Secretary:                Barb Grover 
Directors:                Carol Meyer, Kathy Sletto 
Advisor:  Elaine Hasleton 

Ace Hardware 
Alexandria Industries 
Bell Bank 
Bremer Bank 
Lake Side Art 

Kensington Bank 
Knute Nelson 
Mike’s In & Out Oil Change 
Ollie’s Service Inc. 

Corporate Sponsors 




