
 

Calendar of 
Events 

 

Oct 13 
Bob Riepe  

Presentation 5:30 PM 
 

Nov 24-25 
CLOSED 

 

Dec 2 
Annual Ethnic Bake 

Sale and Open House 
10-2 PM 

 

Dec 18 
Spruce Hill Church 
Christmas Program 

2 PM 
 

Dec 23 
CLOSED 

 

Dec 30 
CLOSED 

 

Timeless Topics 

Fall, 2016 

It’s that time again 
  DCHS is preparing for the Annual Bake Sale and Open 

House. Stop and enjoy the music of Dane Werely Compton, 
have a bowl of bean soup, walk through the beautifully deco-
rated historic home of Knute Nelson, and do your holiday 
baking all in one stop. You can expect even more variety of 
ethnic foods, along with a variety of cookies, breads, frozen 
pies, and much more. 

We appreciate all donations of baking ingredients, mone-
tary donations, or baked goods. If you would like to contrib-
ute baked goods, please bring them to the Society the first 
week in December, and our volunteers will package and price 
your item. 

Annual Bake Sale and Open House 
Friday, December 2 

10-2 PM 

Herbergers 
Community Days  
November 9 – 12 

It’s just $5 to purchase a Community Days booklet. Booklets 
are loaded with fantastic offers that will be available at the Her-
berger’s family of stores during the Community Days event No-
vember 9– 12. What’s even better is DCHS gets to keep the EN-
TIRE $5 of every booklet sold. 

Each booklet includes a $10 off coupon that can be used on an 
item priced at $10 or more, a value worth double the $5 price of 
the booklet!  

And there is a tiered 25% / 20% / 10% off shopping pass!   
Plus coupons can be used on top of over 100 Bonus Buys!   You 
will receive up to $500 in special shopping offers at Herberger’s. 

Again, for every booklet we sell, our organization keeps the en-
tire $5. 

The coupons in the booklet can be used at any Bon-Ton, 
Bergner’s, Boston Store, Carson’s, Elder-Beerman, Herberger’s, 
or Younkers store, or online for purchases of regular, sale price 
and clearance items.  

Stop in or call us at 320-762-0382 for your booklet today! 
Thanks for your support and happy shopping! 

Community Days booklets are here 
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 DCHS volunteer, Paul Arnesen, named Outstanding  
Senior Volunteer of Douglas County  

Paul Arneson 

Dr. Paul Arnesen, research vol-
unteer, at the DCHS was named 
Douglas County Outstanding Sen-
ior Citizen and was recently recog-
nized  as a runner-up at the state 
Outstanding Senior Citizen pro-
gram at the Minnesota State Fair. 

Arnesen first came to Douglas 
County in 1970, spending time at a 
vacation home on Lake Le’Homme 
Dieu. He now resides at Grand Ar-
bor. 

 Arnesen also volunteers his time 

for hospice, Elder Care, and pro-
vides respite care for people who 
are caregivers for a family member. 

“His genial personality endures 
him to all of the staff.” said Barbara 
Grover, Research/Volunteer Coor-
dinator at DCHS. 

With all of the volunteering, 
Arnesen says he has something 
scheduled every day but Monday. 

“I am fortunate that I can be ac-
tive at this age,” Arnesen said. 
Arnesen is 93 years old. 

Perham resident, Bob Riepe, will be the guest speaker at the October 
13th, Genealogy Guild meeting. He began researching the Otter Tail 
County Poor Farm after becoming curious about the life of  Louis “Buck” 
Steichen, whose family is buried in the St. Joseph Cemetery in Perham. 
While there, Riepe realized there were many spots where a grave was vis-
ible, but there were no markers. 

Through “divining” the old part of the cemetery, Riepe found and 
identified 151 graves, including several that belonged to members of the 
Steichen family. Riepe said he thought it was odd that the wife and four 
children of Louis “Buck” Steichen were buried together, but Buck was 
not with them. 

After hunting though records, Buck’s final resting place was found in 
Otter Tail County Poor Farm Cemetery near Fergus Falls. “When I did find the cemetery, I was sur-
prised to say the least, no headstones, no grave markers, nothing but tall, unkempt grass...my origi-
nal goal was to find Buck’s grave, but now it has changed to finding and identifying all the graves.” 
Riepe has identified 171 graves so far at the Poor Farm location-with five far off away from the main 
burial area. 

There were five men who suspected of committing suicide who were buried at the Poor Farm 
site.  

Buck died in 1906, while in the Fergus Falls jail, Riepe said, and records showed that he had 
“Rough on Rats” rat poison in his stomach. This led to his death being ruled a suicide, and ultimate 
aided Riepe’s efforts to find the grave. 

“The purpose of the book is not only to enlighten people about life in early Minnesota, it’s also to 
prove that Buck didn't commit suicide, but that he was murdered, “ Riepe explained. “It’s up to the 
reader to decide exactly who did it and how.” 

Proceeds from the sale of Rough on Rats and his following, Raw Deals books will help pay for 
restoration work at the Poor Farm Cemetery, Riepe said. They hope to hold a re-dedication event in 
the fall. 

DCHS members are invited to come listen to Bob, and purchase books  
Thursday, Oct 13 at 5:30 PM~ Douglas County Historical Society 

Bob Riepe 

Author, Bob Riepe, to speak at Genealogy Guild 
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A team of volunteers descend on the research library, usually one at a time and one day a week. 
Each person brings a unique set of skills, a deep love of history and a passion for passing on this val-
uable information.  

We recognize the following members of this team, the date they began their volunteer service and 
some of the various tasks they have accomplished. 

 Dr. Paul Arnesen:  August 2014 
Does genealogical and county research, and data entry in the Excel computer program, recording 

the name and subject of each requestor. 
Joyce Bock:  September 2011 
Helps with special events and programs. 
Doris Burkey:  March 2004 
She is a volunteer with Norwegian heritage, corrects and organizes obituary and marriage files,  

organized the newspaper index sheets, indexed submitted historical/biographical books by sur-
name. Is our infamous Lefse maker. 

Gerry Carlson: 1997-2012, June 2016  
Organizes the Knute Nelson scrapbook information, indexed Album of the Ages by surname to 

make it computer searchable. 
Taryn Flolid: April 2012  
Does genealogy and county research, specializes in Scandinavian research. Manages website blog 

and Facebook page for DCHS.  We think she is related to everyone in Douglas County and beyond. 
Char Hanson: July 2014 
Organize and review family and business files information. Research and files current obituaries, 

and does anything that needs to be done, even polishes the silverware.  
Beth Hoover: November 2002 
Repair books for the society and the public. Indexes scrapbooks, data entry. She is a garden ex-

pert, and would love to see the DCHS nature trail developed. 
Pat Johnson: July 2016 
Does data entry, updates and documents school records, organizes resource material, and is 

learning to research using our family and county information. 
Julie Kirscht: April 2013  
Genealogy and county researcher, data entry, and Cemetery Association secretary. Created and 

updated county cemetery map with cooperation of Douglas County surveyor. 
Janet Nelson: April 2002 
Creates, organizes, and enters data for family and business files. Family research, entered items 

in PastPerfect computer software. (Staff from 2006 to 2009 as Accessions and Inventory Manager.)  
Mary New: May 2005 
Worked closely with our Collection Technician with clothing collections. Clips and files newspa-

per articles from scrapbooks, and our willing helper with anything baking related. Currently serves 
on the Collection Committee. 

Marcine Nightengale: July 2010 
Enters birth, marriage, and death records from county into computer. Updates cemetery data 

with current burials, and found burials for all Douglas County Civil War vets.  Krumkake maker. 
Ken Payne: June 2016 
Cleans up and weeds flower beds. Built raised beds for the garden. 
 

(Volunteers continued on page 4) 

DCHS thankful for volunteers 
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Dorothy and Maynard Peterson: August 2016 
Research and clip newspapers articles for pertinent information for business and family files, or-

ganizing “other county” information. 
Rick Rosenfield: November 2015 
County and family researcher, converts slide shows programs to PowerPoint presentations, and 

presents programs for community outreach. He is compiling data for a profile of all Alexandria 
businesses for the Downtown Merchants Association. Master lefse and krumkake maker, and cur-
rent board member of DCHS. 

Mary Ryks: July 2014 
Works with Collection Technician on clothing collection, especially the hats, to identify, sort, 

photograph, and number all clothing to be entered in the PastPerfect software. Exhibit assistant, 
data entry. 

Maude Swanson:  October 2013 
File and organize archival photos. Assists with general secretarial duties. 
Dianne Tomczik: October 2009 
Digitalize VCR and oral history tapes. Process accessions and deaccessions approved by Collec-

tion Committee, by identifying, sorting, assigning catalog number, taking photos, and enters in 
PastPerfect software. Publishes newsletter, and developed historic Bingo programs for community 
outreach. 

Glen VanAmber: September 2014:  
Genealogy and county researcher, active Sec/Treasurer in the Genealogy Guild. As a retired post-

master, he has a vast knowledge of community names and locations.  
Marge Van Gorp: January 2002 
Dedicated historian, author, and Spruce Hill expert. She has spent numerous hours helping indi-

viduals with family and business research.  
 
The total number of volunteer hours in 2015, 3000 plus.  
The number of research requests filled to date: 7188. 
 

If you are interested in volunteering your time,  
call Barb Grover at 320-762-0382 

DCHS volunteers (continued from page 3) 

Vi Menn (We Men) is Norway's largest weekly life-
style magazine for men, with articles on a variety of top-
ics. Oslo, Norway-based reporters/photojournalists 
Inge Lundereng and Thorkild Gundersen stopped by 
DCHS while researching our own Knute Nelson for an 
upcoming article. There is still a lot of interest in Nor-
way for the emigrants who 'made it big' elsewhere in the 
world. 

Photojournalists stop by the 
DCHS 

Inge Lindereng and Thorkild Gundersen 

https://www.facebook.com/bladetvimenn/
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The following document was written by Josh Flatau, our sum-
mer intern who is now off to college at the University of Minne-
sota, Minneapolis.  

The Douglas County Historical Society de-
scribes its purpose as the “discovery, preserva-
tion, and dissemination of historical knowledge 
about Douglas County.” At first, this may seem 
like a relatively straightforward goal. However, 
there are a multitude of intricacies that accompa-
ny the Historical Society’s efforts to discover, 
preserve, and disseminate. I am just beginning to 
understand these intricacies, and this process of 
increasing my own understanding is exciting, re-
warding, and challenging. 

As an eighteen year old just recently graduat-
ed from Alexandria Area High School, I didn’t 
really know what to expect when I first walked 
into the old Knute Nelson home on Nokomis 
Street and offered to volunteer. I have a keen in-
terest in history, I plan to attend the University 
of Minnesota in the Twin Cities this fall to major 
in the discipline and my hope was that volun-
teering at the Historical Society would allow me 
to exercise this interest while also providing me 
with valuable experience working in a research 
setting. Although I have only been volunteering a 
short while, my experiences so far have sur-
passed all of my expectations about what it 
would mean to be a volunteer there. 

When I first started volunteering in early 
June, I received the pleasant, yet also somewhat 
frightening surprise of almost immediately being 
tasked with conducting research. A woman had 
called in, hoping to find some information on her 
grandfather; all the information she had for us 
was the man’s name and the fact that he may 
have owned an implement dealership at one 
point. With that, I began to search through the 
Society’s archives for any information I could 
find on this woman’s grandfather. As this was my 
first time ever doing any sort of research, I was 
heavily guided by Barb Grover, who has been my 
mentor at DCHS since I first started volunteer-
ing. She led me through all of the steps that ac-
company research; she showed me where to go 
to find birth, death, and marriage records; obitu-

aries, old news-
papers; maps, 
histories of the 
area; and the 
m a n y  o t h e r 
sources that the 
Historical Socie-
ty has in its re-
search library. As 
I made my way 
through the pro-
cess of acquiring 
information, the 
huge file cases 
containing over 
150 years of rec-
ords became less and less daunting, and with the 
help of the many other experienced volunteers I 
was quickly able to get the hang of performing 
research in the library. Before long we had found 
a wealth of information on the woman’ grandfa-
ther and the implement dealership he had owned 
over one hundred years ago. It felt incredibly re-
warding both to have found this information and 
to be able to share it with the woman who had 
called us. By sharing a knowledge of the past, I 
felt as though I was in some small way strength-
ening the bond between this woman and her 
grandfather, and in my opinion, strengthening 
the bonds between the past and the present is 
what history is all about. It is crucial that we 
have these bond and that we strive to understand 
them, for we can not even begin to comprehend 
who we are as a people now without first attain-
ing a knowledge of what we once were. 

As noted earlier, I only volunteered at DCHS 
for a short while; however I have gained invalua-
ble experience that I will carry with me into the 
future. (As a side note, I would bet that I am the 
only one in my graduating class that knows how 
to use a microfilm machine.)  My time at DCHS 
has amplified my love of history and exposed me 
to the exciting realities of exploring the past. For 
this I am very grateful.  

  

Summer intern  enjoys time in research department 

Josh Flatau and Barb Grover 
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Levels of Membership Include: 
Governor’s Table: Single One-Year Membership  $30 
Governor’s Family: Family One Year Membership  $50 
Corporate Sponsor       $250 

Memorials 

New and returning Members 

 

Cindy Anderson 
Kent Anderson 
Randy & Nancy Baker 
Laura Bienias 
Sharon Blalock  
Cynthia Bork 
Susan Strandberg Bundle  
Julaine Cole 
Lee Doering  
James & Anne Eidsvold  
Kathy Evanson 
Roger Forman  
Gwen Foslien  
James Froemming 
Penny Giesbrecht 
Ann Hanson  
Char Hanson  
Duwayne Hanson 
Gerald Hanson  
Harland & Darlene Hanson 
Linsey Hillmer  

Harvey Holm Family 
Shirley Jacobs 
Marvalene James Family 
Lenore Jesness  
Barb Johnson  
Dennis Johnson Family 
Pat Johnson, 
Shelly Karnis- Counselor Realty  
Burke Kiger 
Gail & Gary King  
Wayne & Diane Knauf 
John Koenig  
Joan Larson 
Susan Laubenheimer 
Grace Ljung Family  
Jack Merrifield 
Kathy Midvedt 
Dennis Nelson 
Janith Ness 
Mary New 
 

Ellen Niblett 
David O'Brien 
Patrick Osterberg 
Ken & Jan Payne 
LuEllen Pettengell  
Rick Rosenfield 
Roger & Ruthie Schultz  
Lillian Schuneman  
Sara Schwabe 
Bonnie Sellner 
Annie Skoglund 
Sheila Stanton  
Howard Swanson  
Dianne Tomczik 
Richard & Patsy Tomford  
George & Shirley Torrey 
Lynn Sibell/Melissa Wales  
Joyce Watson 
Jerry & Sherry Werner  
Rodney Young 

For Lorna Fiebranz From Sandy Dittberner         For Bob Carlisle From Kathy Oppel-Overtoom 
For Dan Ness From Joan Larson                             For Myrtle McKay From Kathy Oppel-Overtoom  
For Sam Triplett From Glenn Van Amber             For Don Krueger From Kathy Oppel-Overtoom 
For Jim Dittberner From Marcie Nightengale      For William & Josie Heegaard From Morris &   
For Don Krueger From Gary & Cindy Lund                       Barb Grover 
For Bob Stark From Verne & Phylis Weiss 

Wish List 
We are currently looking for ladies gloves from the 50s and 60s, fashion scarves from the 40s, 

50s and 60s, school cheerleader outfits, letter jackets, sports uniforms, (any sport) and vintage 
toys. If you would like to donate any of these items, please bring them into the society. 

 
If anyone would like to donate gift cards to local grocery stores, ingredients, or product for the 

bake sale, it would be greatly appreciated. 
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Roots Cellar                                                                Genealogy Guild 
“Taking the Past into the Future” 

Genealogy Guild 2013-2014 Officers: 
President: Joan Larson 
Vice President:  Gwen Foslien 

 
Secretary/Treasurer: Glen VanAmber 
Newsletter: Dale Braunschweig 

Successful  genealogy conference held on June 4 
The DCHS Genealogy Guild held a conference 

on Saturday, June 4 at Grand Arbor.  
The purpose was to give local residents an in-

sight into genealogy resource available.  
The keynote speaker was Elaine Hasleton, an 

Alexandria native, who is the Deputy Chief Gene-
alogy Officer for Family Search in Salt Lake City, 
Utah. She specializes in northern European coun-
tries and has made 22 visits to Norway.  

  Other speakers covered beginning genealogy, 
DNA testing, internet research, DAR, German re-
search, and researching your house history. 

In addition, there saw a question and answer 
session with a panel of the experienced research-
ers. Grand Arbor served a sandwich and salad 
luncheon. 

Attendance was greater than expected, with  83 
attendees, some of which were visiting Alexandria 
from places like California. There were several 
vendors in attendance which added depth to the 
afternoon. 

Some of the feedback we received is as follows: 

 “This was a wonderful idea!  Infor-
mation from presenters was helpful and 
interesting.  Great handouts!” 

 
“Very well organized and managed 

conference.  Great place to have it.  Speak-
ers were well informed and presentations 
easy to follow.”  

 
“Linda Westrom’s breakout session 

was very enlightening.  I am not a begin-
ner, but I got a lot of new information and 
helps.” 

 
 “Taryn Flolid’s breakout session was 

most entertaining with her antics.  Her 
presentation was very helpful.” 

 
Article written by Glenn VanAmber  

 

Genealogy conference at Grand Arbor 

The Genealogy Guild meets at the Historical 
Society building once a month at 5:30 on the 
second Thursday. It’s a group of individuals 
who are interested in collecting and recording 
information about our ancestors for future gen-
erations. Everyone is welcome to our meetings. 
If you are a beginner and need information to 
get started on a family tree we can help, if you 
already have your tree complete you can help 
us by sharing your knowledge.  An abundance 
of history is stored at the Historical Society.  
You can find births, marriages, obituaries, old 
newspapers, census records,  family files, and 
things needed for your family tree. 

Anyone who wishes to join the Genealogy 
Guild and learn more about researching your 
family, contact DCHS at 320-762-0382. 
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DCHS Staff 
 
Director of Operations:           Kim Dillon 
Receptionist/Visitor Guide:  Annie Skoglund 
Collections Technician:           Mary Isaac 
 

DCHS Board of Directors 
 
President:             Gary Lund                   
Vice President:     Lloyd Flaaten 
Secretary:                Larry Skolgund 
Directors:                Laura Kremer, Barb 
Grover, Carol Meyer, Rick Rosenfield 

Ace Hardware 
Alexandria Industries 
Bell Bank 
Bremer Bank 

Lake Side Art 
Kensington Bank 
Knute Nelson 
Mike’s In & Out Oil Change 

Corporate Sponsors 



 


