
 

Calendar of 
Events 

Feb 17 
Bean Soup Luncheon 

11:30-1:30 PM 

April 3 
CLOSED 

April 5 
Spruce Hill Church 

Sunrise Service 
6AM 

April 25 
Bootleggers Bash 

 

Timeless Topics 

Winter, 2014 

Bean soup luncheon at the Gables 
Warm up with a hot bowl of bean soup, sandwich, and dessert at 
our Annual Bean Soup Luncheon.  

Tickets may be purchased at 
a discounted price of $9 in 
advance at DCHS, or be 
purchased at the door. For 
$10. 

 Feb 17 

11:30-1:30 

Nelson Gables 

Governor’s Room 
Lloyd Flaaten and Jeff Schiffman will be 
ready to serve you. 

2nd annual “Bootlegger Bash” to be held April 25 
The DCHS is going 

back in time again this 
year with another 
“Bootlegger Bash”. 

It’s sure to be a roar-
ing goodtime. 

The date has been set 
for  April 25 and it will 
be held at the Carlos 
Creek Winery. 

More information 
will be available in the 
spring newsletter. 
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We are happy to announce SignMax as 
our newest Corporate Sponsor. SignMax is a 
full service sign shop & online signage retail-
er that specializes in designing, printing, and 
installing a wide variety of signage, and 
branding products for any business, event or 
occasion. Take in your photos for a wide va-
riety of sizes on framed canvas prints. The 
large selection of products, and materials can 
help make an impact.  Visit them at either location in Alexandria or Waite Park. 

  Welcome SignMax! 

Lamp Post  
installed at the 
DCHS 

Something saved from the 
recent renovations of down-
town Broadway has found a 
spot at the Society at 1219 
Nokomis. Recently installed 
is a lamp post which was gra-
ciously donated by ALP in 
order to keep a little part of 
Broadways history. These 
lamp posts have graced 
Broadway in 2 different eras. 
The black lamp posts with 
the globe cluster of lights 
were first installed in the ear-
ly 1900’s. They were removed 
in the late 1930’s only to 
make another appearance in 
the early 1990’s. These lamp post are decorative, without being overly effective. The newly acquire 
post on the DCHS grounds is equipped with a solar power sensor for efficiency. If you haven’t seen it 
already, drive by society at take a look. It makes a great addition to the house. 
 

The Genealogy Guild meets at the Historical Society building once a month at 5:30 on the third 
Thursday. We are a group of individuals who are interested in collecting and recording information 
about our ancestors for future generations. Everyone is welcome to our meetings. If you are a begin-
ner and need information to get started on a family tree we can help, if you already have your tree 
complete you can help us by sharing your knowledge.  An abundance of history is stored at the 
Historical Society.  You can find births, marriages, obituaries, old newspapers, census records and 
family files, things needed for our family tree. 

Genealogy welcomes new members 
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My pockets were always empty. I had a great 
capacity for spending more money than I had 
available. In order to encourage our studies my 
dad paid to us an allowance based on our report 
cards. Failures caused a substantial subtraction 
from the amount that we could receive. I could 
not spell and I constantly received a failing grade 
in this subject and a reduction in my allowance. I 
have trouble with phonetics and still am deficient 
in my ability to spell. A separate writing will ad-
dress the defect and a possible cause that I be-
came aware of in medical school. 

The reduction in my allowance caused me to 
seek other programs that would provide income. 
I had a newspaper route and also sold magazines 
including the Colliers and The Saturday Evening 
Post. It was not a very remunerative activity and I 
prevailed upon my father to put me to work in his 
business. He agreed and told me to report to his 
shop foreman for my assignment. I do believe 
that I was nine or 10 years of age at that time. 

I was put to work as a printer's devil. This 
work included all the tasks that no one else want-
ed to do. Printers are not the most careful work-
ers and one of my jobs was to gather all the dis-
carded lead and melt it and mould it into the ig-
nots that the Linotypers hung on their machines. 
In time I was instructed in most of the functions 
of the printing shop. The only machine that I was 
not allowed to operate was the paper cutter. This 
machine was potentially dangerous and with mis-
use or mishandling the loss of fingers could oc-
cur. 

I learned to set type. This was done by holding 
a device and placing the individual letters upside 
down and backwards on a tray.  I did become 
somewhat proficient in doing this and as a result 
I could read the printed page upside down and 
backwards without a problem. 

In time as I matured and increased my capa-
bilities. I was actually trusted to set the type and 
the forms for job printing, a sidelight of the shop. 

I found my way to the shop on the days that I 
was to work on my own. The one thing I could 
never understand was that at the end of the day 

dad would get in his car and drive home without 
offering me a ride regardless of the weather and I 
was left to my own devices. 

An understanding of this action took place on 
the day that I graduated from high school. The 
ceremonies were over and I had received my cer-
tificate. Mother and dad were in attendance. On 
my arrival home before we entered into the pre-
pared festivities dad said he had something to do 
at the office and would I mind of accompanying 
him there. It was more in the frame of an order 
then a request. 

On arrival at the office we walked through the 
aisles and went to the to the shop. On reaching 
the shop he took me to each of the workers and 
introduced me with the words, “ I want you to 
meet my son who graduated from high school to-
day”. There were shocked looks on these employ-
ees when they recalled the harassment that they 
had perpetrated on me. This harassment was a 
natural activity as it related to any printers devil. 

At that time I realized that the only person in 
the shop that knew of my relationship to my fa-
ther was the foreman and he was sworn to secre-
cy. When I went to work in this shop I was to re-
ceive no favors because of my relationship to the 
boss. 

My dad was the publisher of a Norwegian lan-
guage newspaper that was a weekly. It was sold 
on the newsstands in Bay Ridge which had a large 
Norwegian American population but its mainstay 
was the utilization of subscriptions delivered by 
the US mail. The preparation for mail was accom-
plished by using an adressograph printing the ad-
dresses on a sheet of brown paper and then the 
wrapping of the newspaper in that paper. The 
person who did this job had left the employment. 
He had utilized one or two days to prepare these 
papers and was paid by the hour. 

When I started to accomplish this function in 
shorter and shorter periods of time I realized that 
the former employee had extended the job to re-
ceive a greater stipend. I worked fast and reduced 
the time necessary for this activity to the point 
that when paid by the hour it was not worth it for 

Working for my dad                                                    by Paul Arneson 
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me to do the job. I approached my dad a nd pro-
posed to him that I would do the job for $10 re-
gardless of the time that it took. This price was 
considerably lower than what he had been pay-
ing the former employee. My dad agreed to this 
proposal and I set to work at accomplishing this 
job in shorter and shorter periods of time. I 
eventually reduced the time necessary to 3 to 4 
hours. This made my hourly wage considerably 
higher than most people were receiving. My dad 
profited by this and so did I. 

I continued wrapping the newspapers well 
into my college days. The war in Europe had 
now become active and Norway had been invad-
ed and conquered. The Norwegian underground 
set about to broadcast news from Norway on a 
daily basis by shortwave radio. They had to 
transmit on different frequencies and from dif-

ferent sites in order to evade the Gestapo, but 
they were faithful in having these broadcasts at 
the same time each night. 

Until I went on active duty I would go to the 
office each night at about 2 AM and tune in on 
these broadcasts. I would record them on the 
Dictaphone that was available at that time and 
in the morning the secretaries would transcribe 
the information and give it to the journalists. In 
those days the Dictaphone recording device was 
a wax cylinder that could be used repetitively by 
shaving the previous recording from the cylin-
der. 

The war ended my work for my father. My fa-
ther had also been called to active duty in the 
Army and the responsibilities of the business 
were passed to my mother who conducted them 
very ably until my dad returned. 

Working for my dad (continued from page 3) 

Paul Arneson 
   Paul is a new research volunteer at the  DCHS.  He lives in Grand Arbor.  
   Paul was born in 1923 and raised in Brooklyn, N.Y. His father emigrated to this country in 1906 from  
Stavanger, Norway. Paul completed his schooling In New York receiving a BA in 1943 and a MD in 1947 from New York Universi-
ty. He served in the Navy in World War II and the Korean Conflict. 
   Following a period in general practice he served a residence in Orthopedic Surgery in Milwaukee, Wisc. He became Board Certi-
fied in that specialty and a member of the American Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons. He taught at the University of Minnesota as 
a professor in Orthopedic Surgery and later practiced in Mankato, MN for 50 years. 
   Paul met his wife Dorothy in New York at Trinity Lutheran Church. They married on June 22nd, 1946 and had a fruitful and re-
warding 66 years before she passed away in December, 2012. Everyone who met her loved her. She played the organ and the piano 
and was able to transpose to keys satisfactory for men’s voices and was ever in demand for community singing. She was quick of 
wit: when I facetiously told her on our fifty year anniversary that from then on our contract was fulfilled and thereafter she was on 
a year to year basis. She quickly retorted as follows: :I got news for you buddy, you are on 24 hour notice. She is truly missed. 
   His connection to Alexandria started in 1970 when he purchased Grandma Noonan’s home, then owned by the Williams Pipeline.          
After he retired hemoved to the lake home. In addition to his volunteer duties at the DCHS, he is busy as a writer, a hospice volun-
teer and an elder care volunteer. 

1908 Sock Knitter 
 

We are on the lookout for someone who 
knows how to use this sock knitter, and 
would be willing to stop in the society and 
show us how it works.  

It’s a Gearharts 1908 made in Clearfield, 
PA. Please give us a call at 320-762-0382. 
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DCHS bake sale continues to be a sucess 
The annual Ethnic Bake Sale & 

Christmas Open House held Dec 
5 was deemed a success. The fa-
mous bean soup was depleted a 
little after noon. The frozen ver-
sions of bean soup, as well as the 
frozen Beef Barley Soup, Apple 
Pies, & Apple Crisp were also 
quickly gone.  

The generous displays of good-
ies: Almond cakes, krumkake, 
lefse, spritz, rosettes, breads, 
pizelles, jellies, flat bread, cook-
ies, and more were carried away 
in cardboard flats. Visitors were 
able to tour the Historic Knute 
Nelson house, enjoy live music by 
Dane Werley Compton and have 
a live demonstration of lefse & 
krumkake making.  

Many enjoyed the atmosphere 
in the dining room while sipping 
lingonberry cider and visiting 

with friends and neighbors in the festive surroundings.  
This annual fundraising event brought in about $2,500 for 
maintaining the Douglas County Historical Society site.  

Bruce Haugen, Arlen Yell and Patti Peterson we3re busy making 
lefse in the kitchen to keep up with the demand. 

Dane Werley Compton entertained during 
the bake sale. 

DCHS volunteer, Mary New collected money. 
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Levels of Membership Include: 
Governor’s Table: Single One-Year Membership  $30 
Governor’s Family: Family One Year Membership  $50 
Corporate Sponsor       $250 

Memorials 

New and returning Members 
Mary Theis  
Gerry Carlson 
Roxanne Suhan  
Connie Evans 
Eric & Kirsten Nelson 
Elizabeth Nelson 
Tom & Harriet Erbes 
Bill & Lynn Thoennes 

Susanne Engstrom 
Donald Moore 
Romayne Strand 
Judy Olson 
Shane Schmidt 
Don Krueger 
Sandy Dittberner 
Craig Olson 

Susan Laubenheimer 
Mary Lou Moll 
Lois Jenkins 
Theresa Earle 
Dr. Wm. &  
    Elizabeth Heegard 
Gerald Hanson 
Marge Van Gorp 

Mary Ryks 
Carol Neumann 
Tom & Ruth Obert 
Bonnie Holm 
G. Leon & Gail King 
Ruth Steidl 
 

 
For Bud Kolstad from Kathy Open-Overtoom 
For Richard Sammons from Joan Larson 

For Sheila Froemming from Sandy Dittberner 
For Vince DiNino from Thomas Solberg 

The Society has over 1,200 oral history interviews with life stories and business histories. The 
great advantage of having oral histories, is not only the content itself, but being able to hear the per-
son’s voice.  

Currently these interviews are on cassette tapes, but as we must keep updating with technology, 
we’re in the process of digitalizing each one to make it more accessible to the public. If you would 
like to make a donation to help defer cost, please contact the society. 

Below is a small sample of the oral histories available at the society. 

Did you know? . . . . . . .  

We want your history! Whether you’re interesting in doing an oral history, have a written family or 
business history, or identified photos, we would love to add them to our Research Department. If you 
would like to share your history for future generations, give us a call. 

We are also looking for people who would like to conduct interviews. They must be comfortable 
using a digital voice recorder, and enjoy speaking and listening to a wide variety of people.  

1/23/90 Anderson, Elwood Drought of '88 
5/29/02 Anderson, George Life and Heritage 
4/23/04 Anderson, John Alex Band Festival 
2/28/85 Anderson, Melba Evansville history 
8/22/99 Backhaus, Arlette school teachers memories 
8/1/84 Bah, Curtis Evansville history 

6/19/01 Battles, George Homestead search 
7/2/85 Benson, Dale Family History 

5/28/83 Black, Bertha life history 
3/1/81 Blade, Myrtle Holmes City Store 

3/23/87 Bootlegging in Doug. Co Bootlegging 
9/25/08 Braunschweig, Dale Military Career 
1/22/78 Brundin, Harold Lakeside Ballroom 

5/17/84 Carlson, Erwin & Alice farming history 
6/28/81 Chippewa Luth. Church 100th Anniversary 
6/5/00 Christenson, L.E. "Bud” life as Band Director 
7/3/74 Daniels, Florence (Hibbs) Family History 

1/10/90 Dropik, Bill (Willis) Drought of '88 
7/18/85 Drussel, Earl carpentry 
10/6/05 Engstrand, Ray Gas Prices 

10/14/04 Engstrand, Ray Spruce Hill 
3/3/81 Fjoslien, Luella Family  history 
2/1/85 Fjoslien, Luella Family history 

8/22/99 Douglas County Fair History of DC Fair 
3/1/85 Englund, Conrad Family History 

10/20/96 Haabala, Carl Early Moe twsp 
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Roots Cellar                                                                Genealogy Guild 
“Taking the Past into the Future” 

Genealogy Guild 2013-2014 Officers: 

President: Marcine Nightengale 
Vice President: Joan Larson 

 
Secretary/Treasurer: Barbara Johnson 
Newsletter: Dale Braunschweig 

Norwegian Farm Names                                    by Johan I Borgos 
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DCHS Staff 
Interim Director/ 
Volunteer Coordinator:             Kim Dillon 
Receptionist/Visitor Guide:     Annie Skoglund 
Collections Technician:             Mary Isaac 
 

DCHS Board of Directors 
President:                               Bruce Haugen 
Vice President:                       Jeff Schiffman 
Secretary:                                 Larry Skoglund 
Directors: Lloyd Flaaten,+  Cindi Yell, Laura Kremer, Bob Baas, Barbara Grover 

Ace Hardware 
Billmark’s Insurance 
Bremer Bank 
Ollie’s Service, Inc. 
Bell Bank 
KXR 

Soderholm Ins. 
Mike’s Car Wash 
SignMax 

Corporate Sponsors 



 


