
 

Spring, 2014 

Scraps of History 

April 22 
1-3 p.m. 

The Great American 
Pocket Watch 

 
Annual Meeting 

April 22  
5:30 p.m. 

Carlos Creek Winery 
 

Bootleggers Bash 

May 3 
Carlos Creek Winery 

5:00 p.m. 
 

Scraps of History  

May 20 
1-3 p.m. 

Tea for Two 
 

Scraps of History 

June 24 
1-3 p.m. 
Aprons,  

the Household  
Uniform. 

 

Calendar of 
Events 

It’s time to start toasting because 
we are hosting a  bootleggers bash   

  Dolls! Grab your sugar 
daddy and join the 
DCHS as we spend an 
evening at the Carlos 
Creek Speakeasy reliv-
ing the era of prohibi-
tion, jazz, fast cars, 
tommy guns, dancing 
the Charleston, and 
moonshine. 
   You are invited to 
take a step back in time 
to the glamorous and 
scandalous roaring 

20s. This exciting evening will be fit for Al Capone himself complete 
with a cocktail hour elegant dinner catered by Depot Express, a live 
dance by Tuxedoe Junction and don’t forget the libations! 
   The night will also include a live auction with unique and one of a 
kind items, vintage cars will be on display from the Vintage Car Club, 
live music performed by local favorite, Terry Kennedy, and Missy 
Haugen Photography will be taking pictures throughout the night of 
the dapper fellas and dolled up jazz babies. 
   The evening wouldn’t be complete without a costume contest so 
dress as a gangster or a silent screen star; come as a flapper or just 
come as you are! Door prizes will also be given away. 
   Funds raised from the event will be used to restore and repaint dete-
riorating sections of the historic  Knute Nelson House. 

May 3 - 5-11:30 p.m.  
Carlos Creek Winery 

  Tickets include: secret password for entrance, dinner, and 
dance.  
$60/ Single, $100/Couple $350/Table of 8.  
Please call 320-762-0382 or stop by the DCHS for tickets. A 
limited number of tickets are available. 
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Scraps of History 
 Scraps of History for the m0nths of February and March was done by 

Jason Karels.  He told what military life was like for volunteer soldiers during 

the Civil War and brought both original and replica uniforms and equipment 

that our soldiers had in the field. 

 

Scraps of History for April 
The Great American Pocket Watch  
April 22, 1-3 p.m.  
   Roger Cole, the presenter, is a pocket watch collector and historian. He will 

present the history of the pocket watch and display his collection, with empha-

sis on railroad watches. 

 

Scraps of History for May 
Tea for Two  
May 20th 1-3 p.m. 
Darlene Hanson will present the etiquette, history, and serving customs 

of tea time. Come and enjoy a perfectly brewed cup of German tea from 

an expert. 

 

Scraps of History for June 
Aprons - The Household Uniform  
 June 24 -  1 - 3 p.m. 
   Aprons remind us of the past and offer a glimpse into the lives of women. 

Joyce Bock is presenting a history of aprons and many examples of the house-

hold treasure. Bring your own memories and examples. 

   Call the DCHS, 320-762-0832 to sign up for one or all of these programs. 
Programs are free to members and $5 for non-members 
 

T Shirts now on sale to raise funds 
 to paint and restore the house 

     Board member Cindi Yell has donated T shirts to help raise funds to 
paint the DCHS. 
  The shirts are white with blue lettering and are available for $5. Shirts 
are sizes S, M, L, and XL and can be purchased at the DCHS during reg-
ular hours.  

John Karels showing a Civil 
War  infantry soldiers shoe. 
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From the DCHS newspaper archives 

J Ley, Wm. Ramsden 
meet untimely death 
Excerpt from Alexandria Citizen News, 
October, 1923 
  

Violation of Enforcement Act of Eight-
eenth Amendment is responsible for un-
told grief, suffering and loss in this city 

  
  Moonshine was responsible for the shooting and 
killing of Jake Ley, and for the subsequent deaths 
of William Ramsden, an ex-service man, and of 
Eddie Larson, the drunken one, in this city last 
Friday night and Saturday morning. 
  Jake Ley was shot in the neck by Larson when 
the former came to the Larson home in answer to 
a summons for help from Mrs. Larson and the 
children who had become frightened at the 
threats of Larson to shoot himself. 
  William Ramsden met his death when a bullet 
from one of the men shooting at the house in 
which Larson was  hiding hit him in the hip and 
penetrated into his body. He was rushed to the 
hospital but it was impossible to save his life. 
  Larson, it seems was indulging in one of his pe-
riodical sprees and was threatening to shoot him-
self. Mrs. Larson, finally in terror, ran across the 
street to the Ley  home and asked Mr. Ley to 
come over and help them to quiet Larson and to 
summon a doctor so that a hypodermic could be 
given the crazed man. 
  Ley stepped in the doorway of the Larson home, 
there was no one in sight When he parted a cur-
tain nearby, however, the drunken man fired 
pointblank at the man who had come in the role 
of a peacemaker. Ley, hastened home, but died 
about ten minutes later. 
  The police attempted to arrest Larson, but with-
drew when he made an attempt to shoot them. 
  There was no shooting done until about 10:45 

o’clock when the guardsmen stationed near the 
city power house opened fire upon the house 
opened fire  upon the house shooting in a north-
westerly direction. The bullets went both low and 
high, some striking on the ground near the house 
and some tearing off brick and shingles on top of 
the building. This shooting continued spasmodi-
cally for some time when suddenly calls were 
heard for help and mingled with this call were 
moans and cries of a wounded man. 
  As soon as it was seen that one of the men on 
guard around the house had been shot apparent-
ly, firing was suspended and the other men in 
that vicinity hastened to the relief of the injured 
one. He was placed in an automobile and brought 
directly to St. Luke’s Hospital, where he was giv-
en medical attention, but at 5:30 the next morn-
ing the spark that kept alive his venturesome 
spirit flickered out and he passed on to the land 
of the really great adventures. 
  Following this second tragedy on the island 
there was a lull in the hostilities and this contin-
ued until about five o’clock in the morning. 
George Robards, Pierce Lampman, William Cook, 
Louis Chase, Bemer Hoglund, and John Klein 
kept watch through the early morning hours on 
the house in which Larson defied capture and ar-
rest. 
     About five o’clock in the morning following a 
conference in which the chief of police, chief of 
fire department, county attorney, commanding 
officer of  Co. L and sheriff had agreed as to the 
practicability of burning the Larson home, upon 
the orders of the sheriff, Pierce Lampman applied 
the fire to the house, and in a short time the fate 
of the murderer was definitely known. 
  His body was recovered about seven o’clock bad-
ly burned, and almost unrecognizable. 
 

December  5, 2013 was the anniversary of the ratification of the twenty-first amend-
ment which repealed the eighteenth amendment therefore ending prohibition. There 
are many articles such as the one above in our newspaper archives dealing with pro-
hibition in Douglas County.   
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  The annual meeting of the Douglas County His-
torical Society will be held April 22 at 5:30 p.m.  
at the Carlos Creek Winery.  
   Hors d’oeuvres will be catered by the Depot Ex-
press.  
   All members are encouraged to attend. Join us 
and meet the current Board of Directors and the 
DCHS staff. 
 

  KXRA-AM (1490AM) hosts the Alexandria are-

as only local talk shows. You can learn everything 

from the latest congressional news to the best 

recipe for meatloaf, all in one place. A few of the 

station’s favorite shows are “Open Line” and 

“Swap Shop”.  

  Another locally produced show is “Home 

Grown”. Other features include Cardinal Sports 

Reports and games, city council and county com-

missioner’s reports, church services, community 

news, daily funeral announcements, morning 

trivia, and “the Birthday Club”. This station is the 

primary source of daily news and information in Alexandria. 

  KXRA-FM (92.3FM) is West Central Minnesota’s home for classic rock. It not only plays all of 

the songs from the legends of classic rock, it incorporates a lot of local information throughout the 

day. KX-92 keeps you connected! Listeners enjoy daily trivia, contesting, the “Nine O’Clock Double 

Shot”, the “Comedy Corner” and the “5 O’Clock Rock Block” to name a few. 

   Voice of Alexandria is powered by three Paradis Broadcasting radio stations in West Central Min-

nesota. The original station, KXRA-AM (News/Talk) first went on the air in July of 1949. Since 

then it has been a key part of the Alexandria area; providing news, information and entertainment . 

KXRA-FM (Classic Rock) began in 1967. The third station, KXRZ-FM (90s and Now) although 

originally on the air around 1983, was added to the Paradis Broadcasting family in 2000. 

Welcome and  to new corporate sponsor, KXRA 

Annual meeting to be held at  Carlos Creek Winery 

Photo is from last year’s annual 
meeting  

Brett Paradis, owner of KXRA 
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Consider having your next card club, book club, 
or meeting at the historic Knute Nelson house 

  The Douglas County Historical Society is 
available for meetings, showers or an after-
noon of bridge.  
Room Rental: 
Monday - Friday 9-5 p.m. - Donation 
Monday - Friday 5 - 8 p.m. $50 
Saturday-Sunday 
$125 Room rental (3 hours) 
  $50 each additional hour 
$10 - Coffee/water 
Tours: 
$5 adults 
$2 children 11- younger 
Programs: 
$35 per program. Ask for a list of available 
programs 

Materials available at the DCHS research center 

A small sampling of materials available in our research area.  
 Family Files – see if anyone has done any research on your family – don’t reinvent the wheel. 

Indexes of all Births, Marriages and Deaths recorded in Douglas County from the beginning 

through 2001; indexes since 2001 have been received and are being put on the computer. 

Obituaries and marriage notices clipped from the newspapers. The obituaries are filed alpha-

betically by year.   

Card files for the obituaries and the marriages sorted alphabetically. 

Census records – all Federal census records for Minnesota from 1850 – 1930 ad the MN state 

census records for 1865 – 1905. (Minnesota did a state census in the years ending in 5 during 

this time period) Note: the 1890 federal census was destroyed in a fire and is not available. The 

1885 Douglas County Census has been transcribed and is in a book. 

Soundex for 1880, 1900, and part of 1920 

Census and mortality indexes in books for Minnesota and some surrounding states. 

Douglas County Naturalization records – the index is in a book, records are on microfilm. 

Cemetery Records for all known cemeteries 

Files on all churches – copies of actual records from some churches 

Plat maps – maps for the years 1886, 1902, 1912, 1926, and 1940 are copied and in a book ar-

ranged by township. 

Transcription of land transactions from 1860 to 1876 arranged by township. 
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Consider Making a Pledge to the Douglas County Historical Society 

  Your membership supports the activities and programs that help interpret the richness of the past 
and document the stories of today. 

 You have access to all the resources available in our Research Library. Visit www.dchsmn.org for a 
more detailed list of available resources. 

 You receive the quarterly newsletter along with updates on current programs and events. 

 You have the opportunity to join the VOLUNTEER corps of the Society assisting with the many ar-
eas of interest needed in the never-ending process of fulfilling the mission to discover, preserve 
and disseminate the history of Douglas County and its people. Come in to apply. 

Levels of Membership Include: 
Governor’s Table: Single One-Year Membership  $30 
Governor’s Family: Family One Year Membership  $50 
Corporate Sponsor       $250 

DCHS Memorials 

For Harriet Larson From Marcie Nightengale 

For Harriet Larson From Norma Blankenship 

For Lilias "Chris" Bedman Gagnon  

   From Joan Larson 

For Harvey Danielson  

   From Morris & Barb Grover  

For Harvey Danielson From Doris Paulson  

For Harvey Danielson From Wilma Weber  

For Emmyln & Harvey Danielson  

   From Jack Merrifield  

For Harvey & Emmalyn Danielson  

   From William Heegaard  

For Harvey & Emmalyn Danielson  

   From Kathy Klug  

For Emmelyn Danielson From Mary Larson  

For Emmelyn Danielson From Barb Grover  

For Emmelyn Danielson From Mary Noonan  

For Wally Miller From Joan Fjoslien  

For Wally Miller From Dale Braunschweig 

For Phyllis Jensen From Joan Larson 

For Deyanne Valencia From Joan Larson  

For Bonita Prescott From Sandy Dittberner 

Wish List 
  We are looking for children’s clothing and hats. No infant clothing.  
  We could also use women’s jewelry and old toys. We are looking for these donated items to be used 
in our displays. 
  If you have any of these items, or questions, call the DCHS at 320-0382. 
  We are also looking for people to volunteer their time, garden tools, ideas, and plants for our gar-
den. Please contact Annie at the DCHS at 320-762-0382 for more information. 
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DCHS Information 

Roots Cellar                                                                Genealogy Guild 
“Taking the Past into the Future” 

Genealogy Guild 2013-2014 Officers: 
President: Marcine Nightengale                           Secretary/Treasurer: Barbara Johnson                          
Vice President: Joan Larson   Newsletter: Dale Braunschweig 
 

 

Helps for reading Czech 

Tombstone Description 

Child—ditka (girl) 

Child—ditko (boy) 

Children—ditky 

Daughter—dcera—gerucka 

Son—syn (older) 

Synek (young) 

Wife—manzela—mamnzelka 

Baby—nemuvne—kojanek 

Father—otec 

Mother—makka 

Sister—sestra 

Brother—bratr 

Aunt—tota 

Uncle—strye 

Grandmother—babicka 

Grandfather—dedacek 

Zde  -Adjocivat—here rests 

Zesnuly—deceased 
Veku—at the age of 
 Nocci-at night 
Panna—old maid 
Zemrit pri pored—died in           
childbirth 

Narozen—nar.—Rozena - 
Jurozden—born 
Zembrel—zemrela—zem - 
died 
Roku—years 
Age - stari 
Month - mesicu - mes. 
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New and renewing members 
DCHS Staff 
Interim Director/ 
Volunteer Coordinator:                  Kim Dillon 
Receptionist/Visitor Guide:         Annie Skoglund 
Collections Technician:                  Mary Isaac 

DCHS Board of Directors 
President:                               Bruce Haugen 
Vice President:                            Pat Kennedy 
  

Directors: Lloyd Flaaten,  Jeff Karrow, Jeff Schiff-
man, Larry Skoglund, Cindi Yell, Bob Baas, Laura 
Kremer 

Ace Hardware 
Billmark’s Insurance 
Bremer Bank 
Carlos Creek Winery 
Carlson Music 

Depot Express  
Karrow Jewelers 
Ollie’s Service, Inc. 
Bell State Bank 
Kensington Bank 

American Global  
   Mktg, Inc. 
KXRA 

Corporate Sponsors 

Noritta Anderson 
Bob Baas 
Dorothy Crouch 
Joan Eastlund  
Wanda Haberer  
Candace Hostetter 
Carol Krenz  
Susan Lindlauf 

H Dan & DiAnn Ness 
Mary Oberg  
LuEllen Pettengell 
Mary Platt 
Jim Pospisil  
Gene Stark 
Barry & Georgia  
   Wahlberg 




