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Calendar of Events 
Oct 22 

Norwegian Rosemaling Class 
1-3 PM  

 
 

Oct 24 
Swedish Dalmaining Class 

1-3 PM  
 

Oct 29 
German Bauermmalerei Class 

1-3 PM  
 

Nov 5 
Genealogy Class- Intro to 

 Genealogy 
6-8 PM  

 

Nov 12 
Genealogy Class- 

How the Internet has changed  
Genealogy Research  

6-8 PM  

 

Nov 19 
Genealogy Class- 

Researching your ancestors in 
Norway 
6-8 PM  

 

Nov 27-28 
CLOSED-Thanksgiving 

 

Dec 3 
Genealogy Class- 

Researching your ancestors in 
Germany 
6-8 PM  

 

Dec 6 
Ethnic Bake Sale/Open House 

10 AM– 2 PM  
 

Dec 24-25 
CLOSED- Christmas 

 

Dec 27 
Spruce Hill Christmas Service 

7 PM 
 

Dec 31 & Jan 1 
CLOSED- New Years 

 
Give to the Max Day is 

 November 14. Please go to 
“give MN.org” to make your 

donation to the DCHS 

Christmas Ethnic Bake Sale/ 
Open House set for December 6 

We will be having our annual Christmas Ethnic Bake Sale/
Open House 

Friday, Dec 6—10 AM -2 PM 
Come and enjoy the beautifully decorated Knute Nelson 

house, watch the Lefse and Krumkake demonstrations, have 
a cup of cider, and take some home baked ethnic delicacies 
home. 

A few of the items that will be available again this year 
are: Rosettes, kolaches, pizelles, krumkake, lefse, Scandina-
vian Almond Cakes, and back by popular demand Apple Pies! 
Please bring your donations of baked goods to the Society by 
Thurs, Dec 5. Cash donations are also much appreciated. 

Board member Jeff Schiffman helps keep 
the tables full of baked goods. 
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Welcome to our new corporate sponsor 
Kensington Bank 

   In 1898 C.H. Raiter of Kensington and Harold Thorson of Elbow Lake established a private bank 
on the same corner where the bank stands today. In 1909 the bank was incorporated as a state bank 
and four more stockholders were added. On April 1, 2012 the name of the First State Bank of Kensing-
ton was changed to Kensington Bank.  

 

Barb Jorgenson says good-bye 

Barb Jorgenson came to Douglas County Historical Society almost two years 
ago through the Experience Works program. During that time, Bard has done a 
wide variety of jobs including data entry, filing, organizing, sorting, helping re-
searchers, answering phones, transcribing oral histories, and even doing dishes. 
The time has come where she must say good bye and continue her training at an-
other site. We thank Barb for her hard work, and wish her continued success as 
she moves forward. 

Thank you to those 
who stopped and vis-
ited on July 20 for our 
Open House that was 
held in conjunction 
with the Runestone 
Museum and the Sons 
of Norway’s,  “New 
Land, New Life” ex-
hibit. Approximately 
100 visitors stopped 
to tour the house, 
view the Knute Nelson 
and the private Nor-
wegian collection, 
watch the food de-
monstrators, buy 
baked goods, and shop in the Scandinavian Shop. 

Sandy Sheets from the Scandinavi-
an gift shop displayed and sold her 
products during the open house. 

Doris Burkey, Mary Isaac and Dianne 
Tomczik  demonstrated lefse making 

Norwegian Open House held in July 

 



Timeless Topics                                                                                                                                                                                           Page 3 

   Our Scraps of History program in September was a trip to the 
Carlos Creek Winery for a lesson in Minnesota wine history and some 
wine tasting.  

The schedule for October, November and December is as follows: 
    

October – Norwegian, Swedish and German 
 Folk Painting Trio 

There will be three workshops, 2 hours each. Learn about the history, 
view examples in a Power Point presentation and try your hand at some 
basic brush strokes. Sign up for one, two or all three. Acrylic paints will be 
used; all materials will be provided by the instructor. The cost is $5 for each 
workshop for members and $7 for non- members. Limit 10 per workshop.  
You must pre-register and painting clothes are recommended 

October 22—Norwegian Rosemaling Overview – Learn a 
little about the history of Rosemaling, the different styles for different areas 
of Norway and try your hand at some of the brush strokes for scrolls and 
fantasy flowers. 

October 24—Swedish Dalmaining Overview  
Learn a little about the history of Swedish Dalmaining, how it was used in Sweden and practice some 

brush strokes used in painting the leaves and flowers of the kurbitz – the flower that dominates the Dalmain-
ing paintings. 

October 29—German Bauermmalerei  
Learn a little about the folk painting style from Germany and learn how to paint some of the flower forms 

used in this decorative folk art. 

November /December– Genealogy  
November 5, 6-8 pm. Intro to Genealogy $15 per class 
 Are you interested in researching your family history but don’t know where to start? 
Barb Johnson will teach the basics of genealogy research including the standard forms, where to start, 

and what records are available where. Bring a little of your own family information if you have it.  
November 12, 6-8 pm. How the Internet has changed Genealogy Research 
The advent of the internet has dramatically changed family history research. Learn what is available and 

what to look out for. Bring some of your own family history for looking up some of your records. 
November 19, 6-8 pm. Researching your ancestors in Norway 
If your ancestors came from Norway, this class will teach you some of the things you need before starting  

your search and then look at what type of records are available and where they can be found. 
December  3, 6-8 pm. Researching your ancestors in Germany 
Dale Braunschweig will teach you all you need to know about researching your German ancestry. 

Scraps of History 

Another year of the Douglas County Fair has come and gone. Our booth was a huge attraction as 
fairgoers stopped by to look at the display of vintage kitchen gadgets and make old fashioned  ice-
cream-in-a-bag.  

Congratulations to our winners of the “What Am I?” contest, Joyce Bock and Julienna Riedel who 
both had four correct answers. 

“What Am I?” answers: 1.Flax seed 2. Marshmallow toaster 3. French embroidery needle 4. Spi-
ral slicer 5. Washing machine agitator. 

Douglas County Fair 

Tami Bredeson talked about the 
history of  Minnesota wine 
making and participants did 
some tasting. 



P ag e  4  T i me le ss  To p ic s  

Weed it and Reap 
Kitchen Garden News 

Article submitted by Annie Skoglund 
Greetings from the garden.  What a productive 

year it has been.!! A late start but everything did 
AWESOME.  We had beans, cukes, peppers. sun-
flowers, kale, pea pods, dill, kohlrabi, tomatoes, 
squash, pumpkins and zucchini. The gardens 
around the house were lovingly planted and tend-
ed.  Thanks to the deer we had no beets for Mary 
but kind donations gave enough to make Mary’s 
famous pickles beets. 

We gave 50 lbs to the food shelf and sold some 
produce to passer-bys.  We made zucchini crisps, 
dilly beans, salsa and dill dip to eat with our fresh 
veggies.  We had fun trying new things, preserv-
ing and just eating.   

We are having a clean-up and fall party at the 
end of October.  That is when we will put all our 
gardening tools in the new shed !!!  

Thanks to all the Learn-At- Home kids and es-
pecially Matt for tilling and organizing.  Without 
these dedicated parents and children we could not 
have done the weeding, gathering and just main-
taining the garden. 

 

The Hoffman and Nelson families took time 
out for a photo after making dilly beans. 

Learn-At-Home kids weeding the garden. 

Garden produce 

Winding down and cleaning up. 
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Gypsy Tour Prints now available 

  They called themselves gyp-
sies. They were bikers and mo-
torcyclist, primarily from the 
Twin Cities, who spent the early 
decades of the 20th century 
touring across Minnesota.  

   The Lake Region Riders 
Club from Alexandria also took 
an active part in the convention. 

   No matter where they went 
they had an annual panoramic 

picture taken. These photos are 
from June 14, 1931 and August 
27 and 28, 1948 when the tour 
rode to Alexandria and were 
t a k e n  a t  t h e  
Douglas County Fairgrounds. 
The two day event was filled 
with noisy fun, racing and stunt 
programs at the fairground be-
fore a large crowd. It is believed 
that these tours were the fore-

runners of Sturgis, South Dako-
ta motorcycle rally that started 
in 1945. 

   Stop in to purchase your 
framed prints at the DCHS, 
Bremer Bank or Ollies Service, 
Inc.  

$99 for unframed prints 
$129 framed. 

Spruce Hill 
Church  

Christmas 
 Service 

Friday, Dec 27 
7 PM 

Check the local newspaper, 
visit our website & our 

Face Book page for more 
information as the event 

draws near. 

Genealogy Guild donates 4 years of 
microfilm to research department 

  The Douglas County Genealogy Guild is very pleased to have 
received enough money to pay for microfilming four years of the 
Echo Press. We now will have the local paper on film starting 
with the Alexandria Post News in 1872 through December 2012. 
The cost of the filming was $1,800, since their only income is 
from membership dues they looked around for help. A very gen-
erous amount of $1,000 was received from the Foslien family; 
Gwen Foslien is a member of the Genealogy Guild. A $500 grant 
was received from REA Operation Round-Up, and the Echo 
Press donated $300. This filled their need and the filming has 
been ordered. 

  Visitors are always welcome to the Genealogy Guild meet-
ings help at the Historical Society building the second Thursday 
of each month. Please join us if you are interested in researching 
your family history. 

July 1948 

June, 1931 
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Consider Making a Pledge to the Douglas County Historical Society 

  Your membership supports the activities and programs that help interpret the richness of the past and doc-
ument the stories of today. 

 You have access to all the resources available in our Research Library. Visit www.dchsmn.org for a more 
detailed list of available resources. 

 You receive the quarterly newsletter along with updates on current programs and events. 

 You have the opportunity to join the VOLUNTEER corps of the Society assisting with the many areas of in-
terest needed in the never-ending process of fulfilling the mission to discover, preserve and disseminate 
the history of Douglas County and its people. Come in to apply. 

Levels of Membership Include: 

Governor’s Table: Single One-Year Membership  $30 

Governor’s Family: Family One Year Membership  $50 

Corporate Sponsor       $250 

Wish List 
The wish list this time is for a person . . . someone to write articles for the newsletter. In most cas-

es we can provide  you with the subject matter and you will provide us with an article. You will also 
be able to do articles with subject matter that you feel is interesting to the DCHS members.  Our ob-
jective is to make the newsletter informative and fun.  

The pay is not great—wait a minute—there is no pay—it is a volunteer position. We  will,  however, 
provide you with all the coffee you can drink, an occasional sweet roll, cookie, and most of all the 
company of some great people.  Contact Kim Dillon at 762-0382 for further information. 

For Ray Engstrand From Marge VanGorp, Eldred & Marlys Fredman, Harry & Lola Arvidson & Lynda Cambron 

For Bette Blanchard From Gary & Cindy Lund, Rose Marie Stoeck 

For Keith Foslien From Harland & Darlene Hanson, Dale Braunschweig 

For Frank Foslien From Dale Branschweig 

For Vernon Cassell From Rose Marie Stoeck 

For Allard Lundgren From Rose Marie Stoeck 

DCHS Memorials 

Many thanks to the Solberg family for their donation of a new digital Canon Pow-

erShot camera. The camera will be used during the inventory and accessioning pro-

cess, and to document our own history at the Society. 
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DCHS Information 

Roots Cellar                                                                Genealogy Guild 
“Taking the Past into the Future” 

Genealogy Guild 2013-2014 Officers: 

President: Marcine Nightengale                           Secretary/Treasurer: Barbara Johnson                          
Vice President: Joan Larson   Newsletter: Dale Braunschweig 
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New and renewing members 

DCHS Staff 
Interim Director/ 
Volunteer Coordinator:                          Kim Dillon 
Receptionist/Visitor Guide:                  Annie Skoglund 
Collections Technician:                         Mary Isaac 

DCHS Board of Directors 
President:                               Bruce Haugen 
Vice President:                            Pat Kennedy 
Secretary:                         Carol Neumann 

Directors: Lloyd Flaaten,  Jeff Karrow, Jeff Schiff-
man, Larry Skoglund, Cindi Yell 

Richard Aalberg 

Sandy Alvstad 

Janice Beliveau 

Gerry Carlson 

Vera Carlson 

Melinda Elledge 

Elizabeth Engfer 

Charles Farsworth 

Bill Flaig 

Denise Hall 

Harland & Darlene Hanson 

Harriet Hubred 

Marvalene James 

Richard & Arlene Johnson 

John Koenig 

Dave Krueger 

Kim Kucera 

Bonita Lopez 

Vivian Lundebrek 

Alfred Meyer 

Eric & Kirsten Nelson 

Janet Nelson 

Liz Nelson 

Rita Paxson 

Marlene Sanasack 

Roger & Ruthie Schultz 

Ruth Steidl 

Dianne Tomczik 

Ace Hardware 
Billmark’s Insurance 
Bremer Bank 
Carlos Creek Winery 
Carlson Music 
Depot Express  

Karrow Jewelers 
Ollie’s Service, Inc. 
Kensington Bank 
American Global  
  Mktg, Inc. 

Corporate Sponsors 



 


