
 

Calendar of 
Events 

 
April 23 

Annual Meeting 
Carlos Creek  

Winery 
5 p.m. 

 
May 27 
Closed 

Memorial Day 
 

May 28 
Scraps of History 

“Bare Necessities” 
1-3 p.m. 

 
June 18 

Scraps of History 
“Revealing Research” 

1-3 p.m. 
 

July 4 
Closed 

Independence Day 
 

July 30 
Scraps of History 

“Aprons- The  
Household Uniform” 

1-3 p.m. 

TTTimeless imeless imeless TTTopicsopicsopics   

Spring, 2013 

ANNUAL MEETING 
April 23 — 5 p.m. 

Carlos  Creek Winery 
Hors d’oeuvres will be catered by The Depot, 

 including the mashed potato martini. 
Barb Grover will give the program and introduce her 

new book, Alexandria. Books will be for sale and Barb 
will be available to sign them. 

RSVP recommended. 
Call the DCHS at 762-0382  

Welcome to the corporate sponsors 
    DCHS board member, Bruce Haugen, has been busy recruiting cor-

porate sponsors. These sponsors are critical to help us with the continu-

ation of projects such as: purchase of microfilm reader, transferring 

over 1000 oral history tapes from cassettes, transferring VHS tapes to 

DVDs, scanning slides into computer and putting into Power Point pro-

gram.  

    As of our print deadline, he has received the following sponsors at the 

$250 level:  

 *Ace Hardware  *Billmark’s Lakes Area Insurance 

 *Carlos Creek Winery  *Carlson Music 

 *Ollie’s Service, Inc.  *Depot Express 

    Please patronize these sponsors whenever possible and let them know 

how much we appreciate their help. 

“Scraps of History” Scheduled 

   Starting in May, the DCHS will be holding monthly “Scraps of History” 

programs. These programs are free to members and just $5 for non 

members. They will be held on the 4th Tuesday of each month from 1-3 

pm, unless otherwise noted.  They will be fun, entertaining and maybe 

even informational.  

May 28  “Bare Necessities”  

 Annie Skoglund will talk and demonstrate the history of unmen-

tionables from the past. This will be sure to get you laughing and the 

memories flowing.          (continued on page 3) 
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Bean Soup luncheon at the Gables 
  The DCHS held it’s bean soup lunch at the Nel-
son Gables on February 5.  
    Rumor states, that in early 1923,  Senator Knute 
Nelson of Minnesota suggested that bean soup 
should be featured in the Senate dining room each 
day. The chef obliged and the practice became tra-
dition. This is a perfect fall and winter soup. 
 Thank you to all who enjoyed a cup of soup 
with us. 
 
 

Nicholina and Knute, aka Arlue Beheng and 
Gary Lund served as hostess and host for the 
event. 

Board member, Bruce Haugen, suited up and ready to 
serve. 

Board members Larry Skoglund and Carol 
Neumann enjoying lunch. 

Are you planning a book club, card club, birthday party, shower or business meeting and 

looking for somewhere special to hold your event? The Douglas County Historical Society has 

the perfect place for you. Beautiful, comfortable, historical, and best of all you don't have to 

clean your own home. Call us for details or to make a reservation. 762-0382 



Weed it and Reap 
Kitchen Garden News 

Timeless Topics                                                                                                                                                                                           Page 3 

“Scraps of History”  continued from page 1 

June 18  (please note date change) “Revealing Research” 

 “I never knew you had all this information,” is something we hear on a regular basis. Barb Johnson, re-

search volunteer, will show you all our research department has to offer.  You will also have a chance to do some 

digging of your own.  Our resources include plat maps, family and business files, newspapers, photos, and 

MUCH more.  

 

July 30  “Aprons– The Household Uniform” 

 Aprons have always been a household uniform that held children, vegetables, and an occasional puppy. 

Aprons are back with sass and attitude. Every apron has a story. Learn new facts and share some memories.  

    

We hope to make this a fun afternoon event and if you have ideas as to a program  you would like or would like 

to present one yourself, give us a call at 762-0382. Refreshments will be served. Limited space, RSVP requested. 

    

   We are in planning mode for the garden. Our emphasis this 

year is commonly used veggies and have chosen plants that re-

flect that goal. 

   The homeschoolers  (L.E.A.R.N. at Home) are on board to 

help plan, plant, weed, and gather our garden produce. They 

have committed to be here every other Tuesday. Without this 

dedicated group of kids and their parents and the many who 

have donated to the DCHS kitchen garden, it would still be just 

a dream. Thank you! 

   We also plan to preserve and use our produce so we will be 

learning to can, dry and cook our home grown veggies. 

   The scarecrows will appear (or maybe snowmen.) 

   The details on the shed will be finished this spring. Painting 

and window boxes will be done by Alexandria Rotary. 

   We are also planning to start adopt-a-flower-garden. There 

are three gardens “flagpole”, “sign”, and “sidewalk.” Adopting 

one of these gardens would consist of planting, and tending these flower gardens through the year. 

Call for more information. 320-7620-382 

   Anderson Florist will plant the remaining trees and bushes that were bought and paid for last 

year. They are also replacing trees that died this winter. 
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Welcome to our new corporate sponsors 
Ollie’s Service, Inc. 
    Ollie’s Service, Inc., opened its doors in 1955.  In 1972, Oli-

ver Olson’s oldest son, Earl, became his partner, and in 1983, 

Earl purchased Oliver’s half and became the sole proprietor.  

    The business started as a car service and repair shop. In 

1967, they started selling Allis-Chalmers and Snapper lawn  

mowers and snow blowers,  and have since added Simplicity 

lawn mowers and blowers, Rupp Snowmobiles, Ski-Doo, Sea-

Doo, and were asked by Simplicity to become a Ferris dealer. 
 

      

Oliver “Ollie” Anderson, founder of Ollie’s Service 
with a replica he built of his first shop. 

Ace Hardware 
    Ace Hardware of Alexandria, was started in 1963, by Glade and Linnea 

Phelps. The business has grown and changed locations over the years 

and its present location is 406 Broadway. 

    Originally the store was a Hardware Hank and was changed to Ace 

Hardware in 1991. 

    Glade Phelps died in 2009, at the age of 81, and the operation of the 

store in Alexandria, as well as one in Long Prairie, is under the direction 

of Phelps’ daughter, Rockqui Gustafson. 
Rocqui Gustafson and Glade Phelps at 
Grand Opening, 1999. 

Carlos Creek Winery 
    Carlos Creek Winery is owned by Kim and Tami Bredeson, who bought 
the winery and moved here from Baudette in 2008. 
Kim said “When we told friends and family that we were moving 
south to buy a winery, they pictured Napa or Sonoma. Boy, were 
they surprised when we told them the winery we were buying 
was in Alexandria, Minnesota .” 
  Bring your family and friends and enjoy the many exceptional 
activities  and events they offer. Enjoy sampling & drinking our 
award-winning wines surrounded by our vineyards & orchards.  

Tami and Kim Bredeson, owners of 
Carlos Creek Winery 

Billmark’s Lakes Area Insurance 

  Gordie Billmark started Billmark’s Lakes Area Insurance Inc., 

from scratch in 1989.  Gordie  is a long time resident of Alexandria. 

He and his two partners are proud to work with the agents and sup-

port staff that make up the Billmark’s Lakes Area team. The have 

offices in Alexandria, Brandon, Parkers Prairie and Sauk Centre. 

Billmark partners: Marty Trieweiler, 
Keith Meyer and Gordie Billmark Corporate sponsors continued on page 5 
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Roots Cellar                                                                Genealogy Guild 
“Taking the Past into the Future” 

Roman and Arabic Numerals 

Corporate sponsors, continued from page 4 

The Depot Express Restaurant 
  The New Great Northern Passenger Depot opened its doors June 7, 1907, to 

the general traveling public.  In  1957, the station was remodeled by Burling-

ton Northern Railroad. The depot stopped all passenger service to Alexan-

dria in 1967.  

   On May 6th, 1985, Depot Express Restaurant and Lounge opened its doors 

to the public. Enjoy the unique atmosphere at Alexandria’s Historical Bur-

lington Northern Train Depot. This building is on the National Register of 

Historic Places, and overlooks Lake Agnes and the Central Lakes Trail. 
Burlington Northern depot, early 
days 

Carlson Music 
   Carlson Music Center was founded by Sidney E. Carlson in Alexan-

dria, MN in 1948, in downtown Alexandria.  

   In 1959, a new store was built at the location of 630 Broadway and 

remained the familiar location of Carlson Music for many decades. 

   In 1979, Sid’s son, Ron, came back into the music business then be-

came the sole owner of Carlson Music in 1991. In 1998, Carlson Music 

moved to its present location at 901 Broadway. Carlson Music remains a premier location for band instruments, 

sheet music, guitar and combo equipment. 
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Consider Making a Pledge to the Douglas County Historical Society 

  Your membership supports the activities and programs that help interpret the richness of the past and document the 
stories of today. 

 You have access to all the resources available in our Research Library. Visit www.dchsmn.org for a more detailed list of 
available resources. 

 You receive the quarterly newsletter along with updates on current programs and events. 

 You have the opportunity to join the VOLUNTEER corps of the Society assisting with the many areas of interest need-
ed in the never-ending process of fulfilling the mission to discover, preserve and disseminate the history of Douglas 
County and its people. 

Levels of Membership Include: 

Governor’s Table: Single One-Year Membership  $30 

Governor’s Family: Family One Year Membership  $50 

Pledges: 

Pledges of cash contributions, with membership benefits, may be paid over a four year or ten year 
period to take advantage of maximum charitable deductions. 

Governor’s Club: Four Year Membership    $1,000 

Governor’s Circle: Ten Year Membership   $5,000 

News and Notes 
     The DCHS is currently looking for an individual to fill a seat on the board of di-

rectors. If you would like to find out more, email Jeff Schiffman at elmer1@rea-

alp.com 

    If you like to write and are interested in writing articles for the newsletter, please contact Kim 

Dillon at 762-0382. This is a volunteer position. The newsletter comes out quarterly. In most cas-

es you would be given the subject, however you would also be free to submit an article using your 

own theme. 

 For updates and events check out our website at dchsmn.org and “like” us on facebook! 

 A huge thank you to our dedicated volunteers for their time, energy, and talents. We could not do 

it without you.  

 The Genealogy Guild will meet on Thursday, April 11 at 5:30 PM in the Research Department.  

New members welcome. 
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DCHS Information 
Telephone: 320-762-0382 

Fax: 320-762-9062 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8:30 - 4:30 

Tour Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00 - 3:00 

Research Center: Monday - Friday 9:00 - 4:00 

   Beautiful Alexandria, Minnesota, in the heart of lake coun-

try, offers something for everyone. Home to internationally 

recognized businesses, a bustling downtown, a thriving tour-

ism industry, and a lively arts community, Alexandria is a 

city with a rich history and a bright future. On these pages, 

one will discover how the unique spirit of Alexandria grew 

out of its early days as a pioneer outpost. That spirit grew as 

men and women built the downtown still seen today, as tour-

ists came to experience the pristine lakes and rolling hills, 

and as families set down roots. It is the same spirit of explo-

ration, entrepreneurship, and enthusiasm that still stirs visi-

tors and locals alike. Take a journey though the history of this 

special town and find out why there is a giant Viking statue 

on Broadway, why the Kensington Runestone continues to 

stir up controversy, and why the ghosts of Alexandria's past 

c o n t i n u e  t o  w h i s p e r  i n t o  h e r  f u t u r e . 

 

   Barbara Grover has been a resident of Alexandria since 

1960. She was the executive director of the Douglas County Historical Society for 12 years and has 

served on the boards of the Alexandria Area Arts Association and the Runestone Museum. She 

continues to give back to her community as an active volunteer in numerous civic organizations. 

The images in this book come from the Douglas County Historical Society, the Runestone Muse-

um, and Echo Press newspaper. 

   Pick up your copy at the Historical Society $21.99 

Alexandria book now on sale 
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New and renewing members 

For Daphne Bakke from Joan Fjoslien 

For Don Lusty from Vernette Hanson 

For Don Lusty from Dwaine and Sharon Johnson 

For Bernice Diedrich from Sandy Dittberner 

For Laverne Kalpin from Sandy Dittberner 

DCHS Memorials 

DCHS Staff 
Interim Director/ 
Volunteer Coordinator:                          Kim Dillon 
Receptionist/Visitor Guide:                  Annie Skoglund 
Collections Technician:                         Mary Isaac 

DCHS Board of Directors 
President:                               Jeff Schiffman 
Vice President:                            Pat Kennedy 
Secretary:                         

 
Directors: Jeanne Batesole, Lloyd Flaaten, 
Bruce Haugen, Jeff Karrow, Carol Neumann, 
Larry Skoglund, Kaye Zebarth 
Spruce Hill Liaison: Joel Blank 

Sheryl Bakewell 
Pam Bell 

Dorothy Crouch 
Denise Croskey 

Delette Huffman 
Dennis & Kathy Johnson 

Jill Johnson 
Carol Krenz 

Susan Laubenheimer 
Curt Lindlauf 

Christine Meloni 
Julie Nelson 

Dan & DiAnn Ness 
Mary Oberg 

Susan Peterson 
Robert Roubik 

Susan Schwarze 
Steve Setterlund 

Barry & Georgia Wahlberg 
Judy Williamson 

Ace Hardware 
Billmark’s Insurance 
Carlos Creek Winery 
Carlson Music 

Depot Express Restaurant 
Ollie’s Service, Inc. 

Corporate Sponsors 



 

 


