
Your Invitation 

B y looking at our local 

cemetery, it’s hard to 

imagine spring when only a 

few inches of the tombstones 

are sticking out above the 

snow. But alas, spring will 

come again just like it has 

since the beginning of time 

with green grass and flowers 

sprouting up everywhere. 

Every year we say we are 

going to make so many 

changes to our cemeteries by 

cleaning them up, straight-

ening the monuments, and 

just making them look     

presentable again. All of a 

sudden it is again fall and 

we just didn’t have, or take 

the time to do what we really 

wanted to do. Maybe this is 

the year that we make a 

commitment to take on just a 

small part of the mainte-

nance project and carry it 

through. We don’t need to do 

everything in one year. 

I believe that getting our 

records in order should be a 

priority for every cemetery, 

because soon there won’t be 

those certain people to ask 

anymore. I used to depend 

on my parents for history 

information, but they are 

gone and I didn’t get all the 

answers that I should have 

gotten. It’s never too soon to 

get the job done. 

Cremations are becoming 

more popular all the time, 

and so at our annual      

meeting, we plan to bring in  

speaker, Tom Anderson of 

Anderson Funeral Home to 

talk about cremations and 

the proper burial for        

cremains. Hope to see you at 

our annual meeting on April 

28, 2011. 

Jim Korkowski               

DCCA President 

Greetings From the President 

President’s Letter 1 

DCCA Annual Meeting 1-2 

Cemetery Tour 2 

Civil War Monuments 3 

Senate Bill 4 

VA Program 4 

Poetry Corner 5 

DCCA Info. 6 

Inside this issue: 

Spring, 2011 

 

Volume 1, Issue 1 

Douglas County          
Cemetery Association            

Newsletter 

Douglas County Cemetery Association Annual Meeting 

Thursday, April 28th 

7 p.m. 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 

221 7th Ave. W. 

Alexandria, MN 

“I believe 

that getting 

our records 

in order 

should be a 

priority for 

every     

cemetery.” 



Tom Anderson of Anderson 

Funeral Home in Alexandria 

will be the featured speaker at 

the DCCA Annual Meeting on 

Thursday, April 28th , 7 p.m. at 

First Congregational United 

Church of Christ, 221 7th Ave. 

W. in Alexandria. 

Tom will speak to the group 

about funeral and burial        

customs and how they pertain to 

cemeteries. He will also address 

the growing cremation trend as 

a means of final disposition of 

loves ones remains and will 

touch on some general MN 

M 
y mother lives next to a 

cemetery. The joke has     

always been that she must 

have very quiet neighbors. That may be 

true, but it’s also a beautiful landscape 

with rolling hills, stately trees and 

stones of many eras, shapes and sizes 

with intricate stone etchings and       

inscriptions. It is a place that holds the 

diverse histories of many people. When 

my children were small she took them 

there frequently to walk among the 

stones. Each one had a story and   

someone it was dedicated to.  

According to the October 31, 1994    

article in Providence Journal entitled 

“Let’s Unlock the Graveyard and Learn 

History by Melvin G. Williams,      

chairman of the English Department at 

American International College in 

Springfield, Mass., instead of locking 

the gates of our cemeteries to prevent 

vandalism “Throw the gates of these 

local treasures wide open. How much 

better it is to invite the community  

inside, schoolchildren in particular, but 

adults too, to discover for themselves 

what a rich resource a cemetery can be. 

There are stories to be heard there, if 

only people will come in and learn to 

listen. 

Cemetery Tours Offer Insight to the Past 

Funeral Customs, Cremation and Burial 
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Teachers and historians, as well as 

cemetery commissioners, municipal 

officials and local historical societies 

can use older cemeteries as valuable 

resources to build a bridge between 

schools and communities. 

And those who learn to appreciate, 

understand, and respect cemeteries – 

especially at an early age – will be less 

inclined to vandalize them.” 

Rachel Barduson, Executive Director of 

the Douglas County Historical Society 

and DCCA member offers such an   

opportunity through Alexandria Public 

Schools Community Education Adult 

Enrichment. This cemetery tour sheds 

light upon some of the areas most   

historic and obscure burial grounds to 

visit the pioneers who came before us.  

Those walks through the cemetery will 

always be treasured memories for my 

children. They learned that cemeteries 

are places for peace and contemplation 

and historical significance. They are 

places to be cherished, protected and 

preserved -  to respect and honor those 

who have gone before us, whether we 

knew them or not.  

To register for the Douglas 

County Cemetery Tour 

(Wednesday, May 25th – 1-4 p.m.) 

call the Community Education 

Office at 320-762-3310 or go 

online at: 

www.alexandria.k12.mn.us 

Kathryn Liesemeyer is a Douglas 

County Historical Society member  

funeral regulations and laws 

regarding cremation. 

Tom will also answer any     

questions you may have. 

Tom is a life-long Alexandria 

native, and joined Anderson  

Funeral Home in 1980. He is a 

University of Minnesota   

Graduate in Mortuary Science 

(1980), and is a Licensed     

Mortician and Licensed          

Pre-Arrangement Agent. Tom Anderson 

New Law This Year: Burials or entombments must be 

in a public or private cemetery. Previously, there was 

no law that required this. 

http://www.alexandria.k12.mn.us


Civil War Veteran Monuments Grace our Cemeteries 
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As you wander through our Douglas County cemeteries, you may 

come across civil war veteran monuments and wonder about their 

stories. Fortunately for us, we have fine records of these brave men. 

But first, a little background on the Civil War and how it related to 

our early settlement years: 

From Marcine Nightengale’s article The Civil War and Douglas 

County in Douglas County, A Retrospective, by Rachel Barduson,  

Interestingly, “the people of Douglas County did not even hear of the 

breakout of the Civil War when it started in 1861, and did not feel its 

direct effects until the Indian Uprising in 1862. About 25 men known 

to be living in the county enlisted in the service to help fight the war.  

After the war, a large number of soldiers migrated to the county    

because of Abraham Lincoln’s Homestead Act of 1862. One hundred 

sixty acres of free land was granted to settlers if they improved the land and lived on it for five years. The Union soldiers could 

reduce this five year time by the number of years spent in the service. The Historical Society has a list of 675 former Civil War 

soldiers who at one time lived in Douglas County. Not all stayed, some went farther west as new territory opened, and others 

found opportunity elsewhere.” 

Here are just some of those who have left a legacy with us: (researched and written by Marcine Nightengale)  

Capt. George C. Whitcomb, served--1863-66, (d. 1901—Kinkead Cemetery) was a leader in the Indian Uprising and an 

early settler in Douglas County. In 1866, he settled on a farm near Lake Darling.  

Pvt. Henry L. Lewis, served--1863-66, (d. 1927—Oscar Lake Lutheran Church Cemetery) took part in the development  

of Holmes City. He participated in battles in Mobile, Alabama, and Nashville, Tennessee. He arrived in Douglas County in 1866 

and homesteaded land near Holmes City. Henry served two terms as representative to the legislature from this district.  

Pvt. William E. Chidester, served - 1862-65, (d. 1898—Kinkead Cemetery) saw many battles and twice was taken prisoner. 

William was a prominent man in Alexandria serving this county as deputy in the register of deeds, treasury and probate offices, 

and clerk of court. Chidester was also known as the backbone of the Grand Army of the Republic, serving as the Commander of 

the John F. Reynolds Post 51. 

Sgt. Ole J. Urness, served 1864-65, and Sgt. Andrew J. Urness, served 1861-64,       

(d. 1899 and 1901 respectively, West Moe Lutheran Church Cemetery) Urness    

Township is named for these brothers who lived in Dane County Wisconsin before the 

war. Anders was wounded in Chickamauga, Tennessee. After his recovery, he marched 

with Sherman to capture Atlanta. When the war was over Anders filed for a homestead in 

Red Rock Township (now Urness). He was also involved in the founding of the West Moe 

Lutheran Church. Ole also participated in the famous march with Sherman in the      

capture of Atlanta. He homesteaded 160 acres in Red Rock Township and served as  

Douglas County Sheriff from 1876 to 1888.  

Pvt. John Cowing, served 1861-65, (d. 1912—Kinkead Cemetery) John settled in 

Douglas County and opened a meat market near the stockade in Alexandria. In 1872, he 

went into partnership with O.J. Robards and established the Cowing-Robards hardware 

store which he ran until his death.  

Pvt. Henry K. White, served 1861-64, (d. 1908—Kinkead Cemetery) During the battle 

of Cold Harbor, his left arm was badly shattered and was amputated right on the field. 

He settled in a home in Alexandria and was elected clerk of district court, a position he 

held for 21 years. In 1905, White was commissioned as Postmaster of Alexandria. 

Sgt. Knute Nelson, served - 1861-64, (d. 1923—Kinkead Cemetery) was perhaps the most distinguished and well-known 

Civil War  Veteran living in Douglas County. He was living in Wisconsin when he enlisted in the 4th Wisconsin Calvary       

Regiment for three years of service. He was wounded and taken prisoner at Port Hudson, Louisiana in 1863. In 1871, he moved 

his family to Alexandria, opened a law office and also farmed a homestead tract. He was county attorney for two years before 

serving as Governor of Minnesota and as a United States Senator.  

More information about Douglas County and the Civil War can be found at the Douglas County Historical Society.  



The Minnesota Senate passed a bill 

effective August, 2010 which allows 

families to care for dead family 

members.  

Previous law limited the home   

funeral to family and a few very 

close friends. 

The bill allows families to wash and 

care for the bodies. It also allows 

families to preserve a body with dry 

ice instead of embalming it. It was 

written by Sen. Sandra Pappas, 

DFL-St. Paul who told about    

holding an overnight vigil with her 

mother-in-law’s body.  

 

 

VA Program Honors Vets With Replacement Markers 

Senate Bill Passes Allowing Families to Care for Dead 
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The Minnesota Funeral Homes 

Association had opposed Pappas’ 

bill. 

“A public viewing can happen on a 

picnic table in a public park,   

leaving behind infectious          

materials”, stated Cory     

Michaelson. 

The amended bill states, in part: 

“Licensed funeral homes may work 

with family and friends to allow 

for their participation in washing 

and dressing of the body in a pri-

vate location other than the prepa-

ration room of the funeral home.” 

It also states that “Dry ice may 

only be used when the dead  

human body is publicly viewed 

within private property.” 

Visit www.leg.state.mn.us for 

more information on this bill.  

The Department of Veterans   

Affairs has a program to replace 

all markers that were issued by 

them, including Civil War   

markers. Government issued 

markers will be replaced at    

Government expense if badly  

deteriorated, illegible, stolen or 

vandalized. They may also      

replace the new (or modern) 

headstone or marker if the      

inscription is incorrect, if it was 

damaged during shipping, or if 

the material or workmanship 

does not meet contract           

specifications. 

The Douglas County Veterans 

Service Office can help. Here is 

what is needed in order for them 

to process an application: 

 A picture of the old marker to 

show its condition. 

 Verification of service (can be 

obtained from the Douglas 

County Historical Society or 

from the Douglas County   

Veterans Service Office). 

For assistance from the Douglas 

County Veterans Service Office    

contact: 

Ralph Gunderson 

320-965-2565 

gege@runestone.net 

or 

Ray Kallstrom 

320-762-3883 

ray.kallstrom@mail.co.douglas.mn.us 

Please set up an appointment if you 

plan to replace multiple markers. 

Please Note: 

 Historic headstones (those 

greater than 50 years of age) 

will not be replaced to correct 

inscription inaccuracies 

based on modern research; 

requests for replacement of 

historic headstones will only 

be honored when inscriptions 

are worn to the point that 

they can no longer be read or 

if the headstone is otherwise 

damaged beyond repair. 

 If a government headstone 

or marker in a private 

cemetery is damaged by 

cemetery personnel, the 

cemetery should pay all 

replacement costs. 

 Marble and granite head-

stones or markers that are 

permanently removed from 

a grave must be destroyed,       

ensuring that the inscrip-

tion is no longer legible. 

Bronze markers must be 

returned to the contractor. 

mailto:gege@runestone.net
mailto:Ray.kallstrom@mail.co.douglas.mn.us


Poetry Corner 
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Today I Visited Yesterday 

By Pat Conner Rice 

Today I visited yesterday 

And walked among the graves 

Of family and friends from long ago, 

Whose memory has begun to fade. 

The graves were unattended 

As were my thoughts of them 

When a vision of the ages past, 

Brought back my sense of kin. 

The vision showed the church lawn, 

On a crisp summer day, 

The table spread, the food prepared, 

And friends who would break the bread. 

All my relatives were there 

Both young and old … 

Grandma and I walked hand in hand, 

Sharing stories never told. 

We laughed and cried and shared our thoughts. 

And I found one friend I thought  I’d lost. 

As the sun began to fade … 

The church bell rang out clear. 

Grandma and the others slowly disappeared … 

Today I visited yesterday, 

And now the memory is strong 

Of the family from which I came AND NOW BELONG ... 



Return Address: 
Douglas County Historical Society 
1219 South Nokomis Street 
Alexandria, MN 56308 

Douglas County 
Cemetery Association, Inc 
A Minnesota Non-Profit Corporation 

Email: bardo@dchsmn.org 

Our Mission       Officers 

President: Jim Korkowski 

Vice-Pres. Barb Sather 

Secretary: Janice Shogren 

Treasurer: Lola Anderson 

Board meetings are held the fourth 

Thursday of April at:                    

First Congregational UCC,             

Alexandria, MN. 

We will work closely with the   

Douglas County Historical Society 

to maintain cemetery records. 

For more information about DCCA 

contact: jshogren@centurylink.net 

Newsletter editor:                 

Kathryn Liesemeyer                        

KAL Consulting                          

Alexandria, MN 

The Douglas County 

Cemetery Association will 

work hard to fulfill its 

purpose of being a         

resource for member cemeteries in dealing with the           

operational problems that arise, creating mutually 

beneficial relationships between our members,   

promoting our cemeteries as the guardians of our 

county's heritage and as a place of lasting tribute. 

Our Goals        

 To work with many other organizations to provide service to those  

concerned about our heritage. 

 To help those working on family genealogy. 

 To support efforts to maintain our cemeteries as well-landscaped and 

comforting places to visit. 

 To collect information to identify notable people buried in our       

cemeteries and historical gravesites. 

 To do mundane chores of developing better deed forms for             

membership and better transfer records. 


