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Oct 15 
Myths of the Rune 

Stone 
David M. Krueger 
Meet the author 

7 PM 
 
 

 Oct 29 
Paint for a Cause 

Grand Arbor 
6:30-8:30 PM 

 
 Nov 26-27 
CLOSED 

 
 

Dec 4 
Bake Sale 
10-2 PM 

 
Dec 24-25 
CLOSED 

 
 Dec 27  

Spruce Hill Church 
Christmas Program 

2 PM 
 

 Dec 31 & Jan 1 
CLOSED 

Calendar of 
Events 

Myths of the Rune Stone 
Submitted by David  M. Krueger 

For more than one hundred 
years, Minnesotans have vigor-
ously debated whether or not the 
Kensington Rune Stone is what it 
claims to be. Were Norse explor-
ers really here in 1362 or was the 
rune stone simply created as a 
practical joke by an immigrant 
farmer (or his neighbors) in the 
late 1800s? Volumes have been 
written claiming that the rune 
stone is either true or false and 
the tone of the conversation has 
often been quite tense. One side 
claims that there is an academic conspiracy to hide the "real his-
tory" of America. The other side asserts that rune stone enthusi-
asts are irrational and naive.  

Rune Stone continued on page 3 

Myths of the  
Rune Stone 

Meet the author  
David M. Krueger 

book signing & presentation 
  

Oct 15 
7 PM 

 
Nelson Gables 

Governor's Room 
1220 Nokomis Street 

Alexandria, MN 

Join us on Thursday, 
October 29 at Grand Arbor 
Activity Room from 6:30-8:30 
PM for our first “Paint for a 
Cause” public paint and sip 
event, held by Art Bar 39. A 
great time to get together, have 
fun, be creative, and take home 
your own original painting cre-
ated for a good cause. NO EX-
PERIENCE NEEDED!! Even if 
you can’t draw a stick figure, 
you CAN do this! Snacks will be 
provided.  

RSVP and join by calling 320-815-8081 or visiting 
www.artbar39.com  

Paint for a Cause 

http://www.artbar39.com
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Now that school has started and the 
weather getting cooler, it’s time for us to 
start thinking about the Bake Sale. Our an-
nual Ethnic Bake Sale and Open House will 
be held on  

Friday, December 4  
10- 2 PM.  

Once again this year, you can enjoy the music 
of Dane Compton, have a bowl of bean soup, 
walk through the beautifully decorated historic 
home of Knute Nelson, and do your holiday bak-
ing all in one stop. You can expect even more va-
riety of ethnic foods, along with a variety of 
cookies, breads, frozen pies, and much more. 

We appreciate all donations of baking ingredi-
ents, monetary donations, or baked goods. If you would like to contribute baked goods, 
please bring them to the Society the first week in December, and our volunteers will package 
and price your item. 

Planning and preparation is underway for the annual 
Bake Sale & Open House 

Doris Burkey and Mary Isaac  make lefse  

Community Days booklet are here! 
All it takes is $5 to purchase a Community Days booklet. 

Booklets are loaded with fantastic offers that will be available 
at the Herberger’s family of stores during the Community 
Days event November 11 – November 14. What’s even better  
is DCHS gets to keep the ENTIRE $5 of every booklet sold. 

Each booklet includes a $10 off coupon that can be used on 
an item priced at $10 or more, a value worth double the $5 
price of the booklet!  

And there is a tiered 25% / 20% / 10% off shopping pass!   
Plus coupons can be used on top of over 100 Bonus Buys!   
You will receive up to $500 in special shopping offers at Her-
berger’s. 

Again, for every booklet we sell, our organization keeps 
the entire $5. 

The coupons in the booklet can be used at any Bon-Ton, 
Bergner’s, Boston Store, Carson’s, Elder-Beerman, Her-
berger’s, or Younkers store, or online for purchases of regu-
lar, sale price and clearance items.  

Call us at 320-762-0382 to order your booklet today! 
Thanks for your support and happy shopping! 

Wednesday, November 11 
through 

Saturday, November 14 
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My book, Myths of the Rune Stone: Viking Martyrs and the 
Birthplace of America reveals an untold part of the Kensington 
Rune Stone story. It explores what is at stake in the arguments 
made about this intriguing artifact and the role that myth-making 
has played in fueling its popularity.  

No figure looms larger in the rune stone story than the Norwe-
gian American immigrant, Hjalmar R. Holand. While Holand is 
known for his use of chiseled boulders and rusty swords to prove 
the presence of pre-Columbian Viking visitors, his use of physical 
"evidence" was embedded in a fantastic origin myth, in which Vi-
king missionaries reached what is now Minnesota in 1362 only to 
be massacred by Indians. Although his evidence was quickly chal-
lenged and ultimately undermined by experts, this myth took 
hold.  

Confidence in the legitimacy of the stone has had deep implica-
tions for a wide variety of Minnesotans who embraced it, includ-
ing Scandinavian immigrants, Minnesota's Catholic leaders, small
-town boosters, and those who desired to commemorate the white 
settlers who died in the Dakota War of 1862.  

The resilient belief in the Rune Stone is best understood as a 
form of civil religion, with aspects that defy logic but illustrate 
how communities characterize themselves. The myths that we be-
lieve in reveal a great deal about who we are. The rune stone story tells us something unique about 
America’s preoccupation with divine right and its troubled way of coming to terms with the history of 
the continent’s first residents. By considering who is included, who is left out, and how heroes and 
villains are created in the stories we tell about the past, Myths of the Rune Stone offers an enlighten-
ing perspective on not just Minnesota but the United States as well.  

 For more information, visit the book website https://mythsoftherunestone.com/ and follow the 
book on Facebook and Goodreads.  

Myth of the Rune Stone   continued from page 1 

Garden Notes 

Submitted by Anne Skoglund 

Quite a year for the garden!  We cut the garden by ½ this 
year due to lack of helpers (the Home Schoolers grew up)! 
Without Mary I. and Mary R. we would have had only a 
bumper crop of weeds!  It was one of our better crop 
years with tomatoes, peppers, squash, beans, snap peas, 
sunflowers, dill, raspberries and lots of wonderful herbs. 
All the planting, weeding and gathering was done by 
DCHS staff and volunteers. We did sell much of the herbs 
and veggies to LaFerme. Will keep you posted for plans 
for next year. Yes, there will be a garden next year. Any 
suggestions will be gratefully considered. Thank you for 
all those who have helped to make it happen. 
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GiveMN 
Give to the Max Day was created in 2009 to launch 
GiveMN, to help make our state a better place.  Every 
year thousands of organizations and individuals gen-
erate donations and excitement for MN causes that 
are working to improve the quality of life for Minne-
sotans.  

It’s online giving website, GiveMN.org, enables charitable giving any time and any place, allow-
ing people to donate with ease and enthusiasm. 

In 2014, GiveMN raised more than $18 million in 24 hours during its annual Give to the Max 
Day celebration.  

“Give to the Max Day has become a Minnesota giving holiday,” said Andy Goldman-Gray, Inter-
im Executive Director of GiveMN. “For 24 hours, thousands of organizations and individuals ral-
ly to support amazing and important causes that make Minnesota the best place to live.”   

 Give to the Max Day is November 12. These donations will aid the organization to repair and 
replace the roof of the historic Knute Nelson house, home of the Douglas County Historical Soci-
ety. Please go to giveMN.org to make your donation to the DCHS. 

 Douglas County Genealogy Guild 
 

The Genealogy Guild meets at the Historical Society building once a month at 5:30 on the 
third Thursday. We are a group of individuals who are interested in collecting and recording 
information about our ancestors for future generations. Everyone is welcome to our meet-
ings. If you are a beginner and need information to get started on a family tree we can 
help, if you already have your tree complete you can help us by sharing your knowledge.  
An abundance of history is stored at the Historical Society.  You can find births, marriages, 
obituaries, old newspapers, census records and family files, things needed for our family 
tree. 

We want your history! 
 
Whether you’re interesting in doing an oral history, have a written family or business history, or 
identified photos, we would love to add them to our Research Department. If you would like to 
share your history for future generations, give us a call. 
 
We are also looking for people who would like to conduct interviews. They must be comfortable us-
ing a digital voice recorder, and enjoy speaking and listening to a wide variety of people.  
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Thank you to everyone who stopped in the Heritage Building to visit us at the fair. The butter 
churning, and treadle sewing machine demonstrations were a huge hit. 

The winners of the “What Am I?” were Luwanna Hintermister and Sharyn Mayer. Congratula-
tions! 
 

Fair Days 

Left, people of all ages enjoyed homemade butter. Right, Ann Skoglund and helper churning butter 

WHAT AM I ANSWERS 
Minnow catcher 

Darning egg 
Run repairer WWII 

Used for measuring hems 
Green bean cutter 

Research Department 
 
August:   September: 
Walk in Research– 33 Walk in Research– 15 
Email Research– 22  Email Research– 13 
Phone– 2   Phone –2 
 
Looking for family information, business histories, 
archive photos, plat maps, obituaries, or census 
records? We can help! Stop in, call, or email, and 
our research volunteers would be glad to help you 
out! 

Spruce Hill Church Christmas 
 
 

Sunday, December 27 
2 PM 

 
Look for more details to follow 

Glenn Van Amber and Taryn Flolid, 
research volunteers 
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Consider Making a Pledge to the Douglas County Historical Society 

  Your membership supports the activities and programs that help interpret the richness of the past 
and document the stories of today. 

 You have access to all the resources available in our Research Library. Visit www.dchsmn.org for a 
more detailed list of available resources. 

 You receive the quarterly newsletter along with updates on current programs and events. 

 You have the opportunity to join the VOLUNTEER corps of the Society assisting with the many ar-
eas of interest needed in the never-ending process of fulfilling the mission to discover, preserve 
and disseminate the history of Douglas County and its people. Come in to apply. 

Levels of Membership Include: 
Governor’s Table: Single One-Year Membership  $30 
Governor’s Family: Family One Year Membership  $50 
Corporate Sponsor       $250 

New and Returning Members 
 
Richard Aalberg 
Carmen Anderson 
Darrel Benesch 
Robin Berenberg 
Jane Carlson 
Kevin Cunningham 
David De Grote 
Lee Doering 
Melinda Elledge 
Brad Froemming 
Julie Green-Berlennich 
Char Hanson 

  Barb Johnson 
 Arlene Johnson 
 Dennis Johnson 
 Sylvia Klimek 
 John Koenig 
 Brad Lambrecht 
 Vivian Lunderbrek 
 Janith Ness 
 David O'Brien 
 Maynard & Dorothy Peterson 
 Roger & Ruth Schultz 
 Eleanore Swenson 
 Dianne Tomczik 

 Glenn Van Amber 
 Holly Vonderohe 
 Dona Wagner 
 Susan Wilken 
 Keith Wilson 
 Rodney & Millie Young 
Janet Nelson 
Dennis Nelson 
Mark Fuhrman 
Jeannie Green 
Bonita Lopez 
Ollie’s Service, Inc.– CS 

Wanted 
Can you help us complete our collection used in local history research?  
We need Alexandria yearbooks for the years 1983, 1984, 1997, 1998, 1999, 
2003, 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015.  
ALHI Times newsletter. 1967-1968 Vol. 14-15 
Call us at 320-762-0382. 
 



P ag e  7  T i me le ss  To p ic s  

Genealogy Guild Information 

Roots Cellar                                                                Genealogy Guild 
“Taking the Past into the Future” 

President: Joan Larson     Secretary/Treasurer: Glenn Van Amber  
Vice President: Gwen Foslien    Newsletter Editor: Dale Braunschweig 
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Memorials 

DCHS Staff 
Interim Director/ 
Volunteer Coordinator:                  Kim Dillon 
Receptionist/Visitor Guide:         Annie Skoglund 
Collections Technician:                  Mary Isaac 

DCHS Board of Directors 
 
President:                               Bruce Haugen 
Vice President:                       Gary Lund 
Secretary:                                 Larry Skoglund 
Directors: Lloyd Flaaten, Cindi Yell, Laura 
Kremer, Bob Baas, Barbara Grover 

Ace Hardware 
Billmark’s Insurance 
Bremer Bank 
Ollie’s Service, Inc. 

Bell Bank 
Kensington State Bank 
KXRA 
Soderholm Insurance 

Mike’s Car Wash 
SignMax 
Alexandria Industries 

Corporate Sponsors 

 

For Richard Schoeneck  
   From Sandy Dittberner 
For Bernie Bitzen From Donald Stroman  
   From Cortlan & Joanne Krogstad 
For Dale Sheldon From Joan Larson 
For Janice Karger From Sandy Dittberner 




