
 

Calendar of 
Events 

 
Bean Soup  

Feed 
Feb. 5 

Nelson  Gables,  
Governor’s Room 

 
March 29 

Good Friday 
Closed 

 
March 31 

 Easter Sunrise 
 Service  
6 a.m. 

Spruce Hill 
 

April 
Annual  
Meeting 

To Be Announced 
 

May 27 
Closed 

Memorial Day 
 

July 4 
Closed 

Independence Day 
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DCHS receives grant for Microfiche 

Give Minnesota Day  

Minnesota Historical Society 
announced last week that it has 
awarded 53 Minnesota Historical 
and Cultural Heritage grants of up 
to $7,000 totaling $311,520 in 34 
counties.  

The Douglas County Historical 
Society received a $7,000 grant.          
The money will be  used to make 
accessible primary records through 
a new microfilm reader/printer.  

The grant was written and 
submitted by volunteer researcher 
Vern Weiss and board member 
Carol Neumann. 

Vern Weiss 

Douglas County Historical society received $1,660 in contribu-
tions on November 15, the day of the “Great Minnesota Give to the 
Max Day.” These donations will aid in the organization’s mission 
to “discover, preserve and disseminate the history of the county 
and its people.” 

Carol Neumann and Ann Skoglund on Give to the Max Day 



Bake sale a success 
By Marge Van Gorp 

 While it may take a village to raise a child, 
Douglas County Historical Society knows it takes 
a community and its local businesses to raise 
funds for their needs. Their donations and that of 
countless volunteers helped make the recent bake 
sale the most successful one in its history, one 

that realized a profit of $2651. 
 As in the past, the on-the-spot making of 
lefse and krumkake filled the house with aromas 
mindful of Grandma’s kitchen back in the good ol’ 
days. And for the first time ever, the demonstra-
tors ran out of lefse dough!! 

DCHS gratefully appreciates and gives special 
thanks to the following: 

 Pete’s County Market, KXRA, Coffee Bulletin, 
Chamber of Events, Echo Press and Senior Perspective for complimentary advertising 

 Municipal Liquor Store and Pizza Hut for carry-out boxes 

 To the many individuals who donated money, ingredients, lefse, kolaches, almond cakes, frozen 
apple pies (new item), rosettes, sandbakkels, biscotti, pfeffernuesse, Swedish flat bread, and for a 
variety of other cookies and breads. 

 Thanks to the demonstrators who so gladly gave of their talents: Jean Stark, Janice Shogren, 
Doris Burkey, Mary and Dan New and Dianne Tomczik and to all others who gave of their time and 
talents in other ways. 
 A special thanks goes to the project manager, DCHS staff member Mary Isaac, for a job well 
done. 

YES, IT DOES TAKE A VILLAGE TO MAKE GOOD THINGS HAPPEN!   -   THANK YOU ALL. 
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Board president, Jeff Schiffman helped keep the 
tables full. 

Doris Burkey and Mary Isaac turned out fresh 
lefse. 

Jean Stark and Janice Shogren made fresh krumkake 



Weed it and Reap 
DCHS kitchen garden news 

Garden shed a reality at last 
Thanks to a grant from the Alexandria Rotary, 

the garden shed  is finally here.  The shed arrived 
on December 3rd.   

Matt Jones, shed project manager, had the 
foundation ready for the shed, which arrived 
before the snow did.  

Larry Skoglund was on hand to help unload 
the kit.  Becker Auto loaned us a bobcat to get 
the shed off the truck. (It weighed 4,000 lbs.) 

Matt was able to get the shed framed before 
the snow storm that came on the weekend of 
Dec. 8.   

Thank you to Matt’s helper, Aaron Schultz, 
who volunteered his time to assemble the 
structure. 

The hope is, weather permitting,  to have the 
shed ready for paint and flowers this spring. 

The shed will be a welcome addition to the 
garden. It will house the garden tools and be 
used as a potting shed. 

Ann Skoglund and Beth Hoover received check from 
Rotary past president, Rachel Barduson, far left and 
president, Patty Peterson on far right, for the 
garden shed. 

Larry Skoglund unloaded the kit with the help of a 
bobcat, loaned to DCHS by Becker Auto. 
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Photo shows progress of structure as of December 
10.  
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Bean  Soup Feed 
Tuesday, February 5  

Nelson Gables, Governor’s Room 
Serving from 11:30—1:30 

Bean soup is from Knute Nelson’s U. S. Senate soup recipe 
$10 

Soup, salad, hard roll, cookie and coffee 

By Marge Van Gorp 
A crazy quilt is a document of history. Without 

words, it tells a story of what life was like when 
the quilt was made. Quilters allowed lush velvets 
and smooth satins to mingle with wool serge and 
colorful chintz. In a crazy quilt, we see a “fabric of 
life” – an album of what was worn every day or 
those worn on special occasions. Mementos of 
special occasions were incorporated into the piec-
es with embroidered flowers or initials and most 
often framed with a feather stitch. 

The special function of such quilts was to serve 
as a personal scrapbook.   

A crazy quilt made by Emma Linden Lobeck 
and recently donated by her grand-niece Tulla 
(Kahl) Froyen to the Douglas County Historical 
Society, is a perfect example of history told in si-
lence. 

Throughout her youth and throughout her life, 
Emma’s talents were in the fine arts of needle-
work, music and painting. So it is no wonder that 
her beautiful crazy quilt so aptly told the story of 
her life. 

Into it, she has stitched the date of her mar-
riage to John Lobeck and other special occasions. 
Look closely and you will see initials on satins 
and brocades, prohibition banners and other em-
bellishments that tell her story without words. 

Emma was born in Sweden in 1867. At age 
two, she immigrated with her parents to Grant 
County, near Hoffman. In 1890, she married 
John Lobeck, then a student in Valparaiso Uni-

versity. 
John became a teacher and taught school for 

several years in Hoffman, Minnesota. In 1897, he 
established the Northwestern Bible School in Bel-
grade and 5 years later moved the school to Alex-
andria. He helped establish Oak Grove Lutheran 
School in Fargo, and later became an ordained 
Lutheran minister. He was a strong prohibition-
ist, advocating the cause through the church. 

John and Emma had no children. They raised 
Helga, John’s niece. John died in 1937. Emma 
lived another 21 years, spending her last years at 
Bethany home. Her legacy lives on. 

Emma and her Crazy Quilt 

Crazy Quilt donated to DCHS by Tulla (Kahl) Froy-

en. 
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Roots Cellar                                                                Genealogy Guild 
“Taking the Past into the Future” 

Definition: Bygdebok—Farm and family history books, organized by farm name and number, published by local 

municipalities all over Norway. 

A. How is Norway Organized 

      From Largest to smallest: 

 1. Fylke (county) 

  Finnmark, Troms, Nordland, Nord-TrØndelag, SØr-TrØndelag, MØre og Romsdal, Sogn og Fjordane, 

Hordaland, Rogaland, Vest-Agder, Aust-Agder, Telemark, Buskerud, Hedmark, Oppland Akershus, Vestfold, Østfold 

and Oslo. 

 2. Kommune (Municipality) - each Fylke in Norway has several. You can also think of them as Main Parishes. 

 3. Sogn—or sub parish, or local parish church 

 4. Gard—Main farms. They are numbered. 

 5. Bruk—Subfarms under the main farm—they are numbered also. 

B. What information is in a Bygdebok 

 1. History of the farm, buildings, landholdings 

 2. The people who have lived on the farm—marriage, birth, death. 

 3. If they have moved to other farms, some indicate where, or if they emigrated. 

 4. When the farm changed hands 

 5. Some stories about the farm or people there were in parish or legal records. 

C. Downfalls of using a Bygdebok 

 1. They are in Norwegian, although there are online dictionaries available  

 http://home.online.no`otjoerge/files/word. 

 2. They are not considered Original Source records. They are created using the parish records, probate rec-

ords, court records, censuses, farm censuses. 

 3. The husmand or tenant farmers, also called cotters are not always listed in the books. Only the landowners 

in some books. 

 4. Not all areas of Norway have them, but some are developing them. 

 5. The stories in the Bygdebok are usually things that were noted in the records. If a person lived a quiet life, 

obeyed the law, nothing much was written of them. If they had tragic events, or legal problems, those were docu-

mented. Some people are not happy with the anecdotes they find. 

 6. Can be expensive to buy—specialty book. 

Douglas County Historical society in Alexandria has these Bygdeboks available for on-site searching: 

 Oppland county: Sor Fron and Nord Fron 

 Hordaland county: Haus, 4 volumes: Gjerstad, Haus, Adna, Elvae 

 Hodaland County: Voss, Evanger boka, Volume 1, Voilume 2. 

 Nord trondelag County: Stjordal, vol. 2 part 1, vol. 2 part 2. 

 Nord Trondelag County: Verdal volumes III, IV, V 

 Nord Trondelag County: Lanke volume 3 

What is  a Bygdebok? 
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Consider Making a Pledge to the Douglas County Historical Society 

  Your membership supports the activities and programs that help interpret the richness of the past and document the 
stories of today. 

 You have access to all the resources available in our Research Library. Visit www.dchsmn.org for a more detailed list of 
available resources. 

 You receive the quarterly newsletter along with updates on current programs and events. 

 You have the opportunity to join the VOLUNTEER corps of the Society assisting with the many areas of interest need-
ed in the never-ending process of fulfilling the mission to discover, preserve and disseminate the history of Douglas 
County and its people. 

Levels of Membership Include: 

Governor’s Table: Single One-Year Membership  $30 

Governor’s Family: Family One Year Membership  $50 

Pledges: 

Pledges of cash contributions, with membership benefits, may be paid over a four year or ten year 
period to take advantage of maximum charitable deductions. 

Governor’s Club: Four Year Membership    $1,000 

Governor’s Circle: Ten Year Membership   $5,000 

Homeschoolers  spend an afternoon at DCHS 

Homeschool came to the DCHS for something 
other than working in the garden. 

Students came for an afternoon of fun and 
made frosted gingerbread ornaments and Swe-
dish woven heart basket ornaments. 

With the help of Annie Skoglund and Dianne 
Tomczik, they made ornaments for their Christ-
mas tree. 
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DCHS Information 
Telephone: 320-762-0382 

Fax: 320-762-9062 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8:30 - 4:30 

Tour Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00 - 3:00 

Research Center: Monday - Friday 9:00 - 4:00 

Leadership Alexandria has lunch at DCHS 
 

 Thank You to LuEllen Pettengell who donated a card table to the house. 

 If anyone is interested in old Alexandria High School newspapers—we have duplicate copies of 
the following bound editions and don’t have room to store them: 1927, 1928-29, 1929-30, 1930-
31, 1931-32, 1933-34, 1956-58, 1961-63.   

 If anyone has access to Douglas County plat maps dated 1902 and 1926, please call the house at 
320-762-0382.  

News and Notes 

 Leadership Alexandria is a nine month event hosted by the Chamber of Commerce. They re-
cently enjoyed a luncheon at DCHS during the History Day planned by the Historical Society. The 25 
participants enjoyed bus tours to historic destinations: Maritime Museum, Runestone Museum, 
Spruce Hill Church, St. Nicholas Church, Knute Nelson Home and Cedar Rose. They also toured the 
Silk Stocking District and Broadway.  

Their tour guide was DCHS research volunteer Taryn Floilid 
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Welcome new and renewing members 

For Viola Henning from Harry & Lola Arvidson 

For Eldora Rosell from Harry & Lola Arvidson 

For Delores “Dee” Midboe from Joan Larson 

For Delphin Engel from Dale Braunschweig 

For Lenore Christianson from  

Barb & Morris Grover 

For Lenore Christianson from Mary Larson 

For Lenore Christianson from Verne Weiss 

For Jerome Klimek from Sandy Dittberner 

For Vernis Ziegelmann from Sandy Dittberner 

For Delphin Engel from Engel family 

For Virginia Sheldon from Joan Larson 

DCHS Memorials 

DCHS Staff 
Interim Director/ 

Volunteer Coordinator:  Kim Dillon 

Receptionist/Visitor Guide: Annie Skoglund 

Collections Technician:  Mary Isaac 

DCHS  Board of Directors 
President:  Jeff Schiffman 

Vice President:  Pat Kennedy 

Secretary:  Jodi Hintzen 

Directors:  Jeanne Batesole, Lloyd Flaaten, Bruce 
Haugen, Jeff Karrow, Carol Neumann, Larry Skoglund, 
Kaye Zebarth 

Spruce Hill  Historic Church Site Liaison: Joel Blank 

Student Associates: Kreg Anderson, Nick Ford. 

Michael &Robyn Donnay 

Joan Eastlund 

Don Krueger 

Julie Csisek 

Tim Larson 

Craig Olson 

Ruth Steidl 

Irma Lommen Salden 

Gerry Carlson 

Romayne Strand 

Bonita Lopez 

Joyce Hausmann 

Susanne Engstrom 

Jim Conn 

Gwen Foslien 

Tom and Ruth Obert 

Carol Neumann 

Dorothy Peterson 

Ron and Dori Otterson 

Steve Carlson 

Judy Olson 

Julie Adams 

MaryLou Quisdorff 

Kent Annis 

Sharon Skwarek 

Joseph Merickel & Barb Lehman 



 


