
 

Barduson Retiring as Executive Director Calendar of 
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Closed 

Nov. 22, 23 
Thanksgiving 

Holiday 

 
Bake Sale 

Friday, Dec. 2 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

 
Closed 

Dec. 24, 25 
Christmas 

Holiday 
 

Closed 
Dec. 31 
Jan. 1 

New Year’s  
Holiday 

 
Spruce Hill 
Christmas 

Dec. 27 
 

Bean Soup  
Feed 

Feb. 5, 2013 
The Nelson 

 Gables 
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Thank You, Rachel from DCHS board 
When the name Rachel Barduson is spoken, we think one thing, The Douglas County 

Historical Society. This September another page in our history will be turned. Our Exec-

utive Director will be leaving us to pursue other interests and challenges. Rachel’s hard 

work and dedication to Douglas County History will be missed by the entire history lov-

ing community of Douglas County.  Thank you Rachel.               -Jeff Schiffman, President 

   In the interim, Carol Neumann, board member, will serve as liaison between the Socie-

ty and the Board.  The Historical Society will continue its services, procedures and events 

as usual. Kim Dillon is the contact person at the house.  If you have questions call Kim at 

320-0382, 9:00 - 4:30, Monday - Friday. 

When I was interviewed by the Board of Directors on November 16, 2000, they asked 

me to write a short piece on why I should be considered for the job.  

 I wrote: History is fascinating!  As an “original” of Douglas County it is my 
responsibility to preserve our history, help our young children and young adults dis-
cover THEIR history and spread the word about the excitement history brings to our 
lives. I truly believe that I could spread the excitement of history to all ages. I could 
“dig into the archives” by re-visiting the older generation and discovering new way to 
reach the younger people. I am proud of my ancestors, my parents, the foundation 
they built and the work ethic they instilled in me. I believe I can bring a new excite-
ment to the Historical Society; a new excitement that is needed in our fast-moving so-
ciety, a new piece of sunshine and smiles to young and old alike. Thank you for your 
time and consideration in an exciting area of work - so very important to the future of 
the Douglas County Historical Society mission.”                 Sincerely, Rachel Barduson 

   My passion for history brought me to the Douglas County Historical Society and as I 
close the door to this chapter in my life - as your Executive Director - my passion for 
history is still beyond the limits of the sky. That unlimited horizon is beckoning. 

   Thank you to all the volunteers, staff and board members for the opportunity to work 
with you. It’s been an extreme pleasure to be a part of your dedication and enthusiasm 
to carry on the mission of the Douglas County Historical Society. I leave with pride for 
what we have accomplished together and I leave with sunshine and smiles in my heart, 
knowing that I did my best, always for the benefit of the organization. I anticipate with 
excitement what is around the corner. 

   Continue to embrace the current hard workers - the staff and volunteers. And, because 
change is good, welcome new ideas, new energy, new smiles and sunshine - always 
holding close the Society’s mission to discover preserve and disseminate the history of 
Douglas County and its people. 
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Date set for bake sale 
   Bake sale date has been set for Friday, December 7.  The 
sale was moved from a Saturday to Friday last year and 
was a huge success. We ran out of baked goods long before 
the 2:00 hour.  We hope to have a lot more this year, so as 
not to run out. Hours will be from 10 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

   There will be the favorites: freshly made lefse, and 
krumkake, made fresh. Will also have almond cakes, cook-
ies, breads and pizelles. We also hope to have kolaches. 

   The house’s elves will be busy for the next two months 
making cookies, breads, etc.  

   Donations will be greatly appreciated.  If you  
choose to donate baked goods, please call or email 
Kim and let her know what you will be making so 
we don’t have duplicates. If baking is not your 
thing, we can always use ingredients: flour, sugar, 
eggs, cocoa, choc. chips,  walnuts, pecans, slivered 
almonds, almond and vanilla extract.  

Doris Burkey and Mary Isaac making lefse during 

last year’s sale 

Garden News                                     

  We want to thank all those who have generously donated time, money and 

plants to the kitchen garden this year. Funding for the shed will continue 

until we have reached our goal. Teaming up with the homeschoolers (Learn 

at Home Gang) has been awesome. They are here regularly every 2 weeks to 

weed and anything else that needs to be done. Last week the kids collected 

anything they wanted out of the garden and we made a roasted vegetable 

frittata and pesto. We used garden produce for garden to table experience for 

homeschoolers and their staff.  

   In 2011 we gave 75 pounds of produce to the DC food shelf. This year pro-

duction was down due to heat and dry conditions. The dry weather has also 

been hard on the new trees. We are waiting until next year to put in raspber-

ries. Andersons will be planting 8 more trees next spring. We will keep  you 

posted on the progress . . . look us up on facebook. --article submitted by 

Annie Skoglund 

Homeschoolers planting gar-
den in the spring. 

Fair booth a success 
  The theme this year for the fair booth was MILITARY. We featured uni-

forms from WWI and WW II, memorabilia and a display of medals, pic-
tures, and patches compiled  by Mary Isaac.  

  We also had a “What Am I “ contest, coloring contest and a bean bag toss 

for the kids. 

    The “What Am I” winners were Malachi Reece, and TJ Jerde. 

   The winners of the coloring contest were: Ages 3-5 - Katelyn Henning; 

ages 6-8, Roxanne Sweetwater; ages 9-12, Tyler Henning. Winners received 

two passes to the Big Splash indoor water park donated by  Arrowwood Re-

sort and Conference Center. 

Card Tables 

  If anyone has a card table that is 
in good condition that they are not 
using anymore, we sure could use 
one or two at the house. We have 
bridge luncheons on the schedule 
for this fall and winter and our 
card tables are in bad shape.  If 
you would care to donate a table, 
call Kim Dillon at 320-762-0382.   

  We will pick up! 
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News from the DCHS Research Department 

 

Roots Cellar                                                                Genealogy Guild 
“Taking the Past into the Future” 

Norwegian Constitution Day - Syttende Mai 

 Norway was a province of Denmark for more than 

400 years from 1397 to 1814. Its status was similar to that of 

Greenland. Decisions were made and the power was in Den-

mark. Denmark was a European Monarchy much more like 

some of the Germanic principalities. Norway was considered 

more of a colony, for the benefit of the Danish people, than 

as part of Denmark. The royal intellectual, and administra-

tive power was centered in Copenhagen. When mines were 

developed in Norway the Danish crown usually brought in 

Danes or Germans to operate them. The Norwegians were 

the laborers. In the 1500s Danish was declared the official 

language of Norway. The traditional local languages of Nor-

way survived. Denmark controlled the education system all 

higher education was in Denmark until 1811 when Oslo Uni-

versity was started. 

 In 1814, Denmark was forced to give Norway to 

Sweden as part of the war reparations from the Napoleonic 

wars. Denmark had been an ally of Napoleon, and Sweden 

an ally of England. Denmark was probably tired of the less 

than appreciative Norwegians. On the 17th of May 1814, at 

Eidsvoll, Norway, the Constitution was approved. It was 

based on the new liberal constitutions in the United States 

and in France. Later in 1814 Norway was forced to be under 

the sovereignty of the King of Sweden. Norway was allowed 

to maintain self rule, its liberal constitutions and its own 

independent institutions except for the foreign service. 

 On 7 June 1905, Norway received its long awaited 

Independence from Sweden. Sweden realized that it was not 

worth war to bring the Norwegians under its control. When 

Norway was finally independent, they debated the form of 

government that they wanted. Some wanted a democracy 

like many of the new countries in the world. Others wanted a 

monarchy like what prevailed in old Europe. Others wanted 

a Constitutional Monarchy where the King or Queen was the 

Head of State and the Prime Minister was the Democratic 

Head of Government. the latter was the option chosen. They 

then needed to find a Royal family to provide the King and 

Queen. They solved the dilemma in a very Norwegian way. 

In good Norwegians tradition, no Norwegians would be good 

enough to be king, so they went to Denmark and made 

Prince Carl the king and his recent bride Princess Maud, the 

queen. This family was very successful in becoming the sym-

bol of the Norwegian people. Their popularity has been very 

high. Their young son Prince Alexander who had been born 

in England was renamed Olav V. He went on to be king from 

1957 to 1991. His son Harald has been king since then. 

 May 17, 1814 really was the birth of the new Nor-

way. It provided the impetus for the resurgence of Norwe-

gian cultural business as well as cultural life. Rather than 

being a backwater of Europe,  Norway has become a model 

for a modern state. 

 With their new royal family, the Norwegians re-

stored old customs. The new royal family took names of old 

Norwegian kings. To become the King of Norway, the future 

king has to go to Nidaros Cathedral in Trondheim, Norway 

and bow down and be blessed at the relics of St. Olaf. 

  

   It has been a busy summer in the Research Library. We’ve had numerous visitors from throughout the United States, 

including the east and west coasts and various countries including: Austria, Canada, and Sweden. One of our guests was 

an archaeologist from Sweden who was researching the Kensington Runestone and is currently in the process of writing 

a book. 

   The Research Library is open Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Our resources include family files, busi-

ness and industry files, census and naturalization records, plat maps, cemetery records, area newspapers on microfilm, 

and much more.  

   We have two new research volunteers: Taryn Flolid and Tim Larson. They join our current staff of Research Volun-

teers: Barb Johnson, Marge Van Gorp and Verne Weiss. 
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A difficult but necessary job 

    The Collections Committee was formed one year ago. 

The committee has the responsibility for the overall super-

vision of the collections of the Douglas County Historical 

Society, and for authorizing additions to and removals 

from the collections. 

   The house was bursting at the seams with donations, es-

pecially clothing. Besides sorting through donations that 

come in monthly, the committee has had the daunting task 

of going through mountains of clothes from the attic.  Most 

of which were never  documented. 

   As in all historical societies, it may be necessary to re-

move objects from the collections due to any of the follow-

ing reasons: 

   a. The object is no longer relevant and useful to the pur-

poses and activities to the Society. 

   b. The object cannot be properly stored, preserved and 

used. 

   c. The object no longer retains its physical integrity, iden-

tity, and authenticity. 

    d. The article is not historically significant to Douglas 

County.  

   e. It is a duplicate item 

   f. The article is not useful for research, exhibit or loan. 

      Removal will only be undertaken as part of an ongoing 

refinement of the collections and not as a source of emer-

gency funds. 

  Objects found in the collection without any documenta-

tion may be presumed to be gifts to the Society. If they 

have been in the Society’s possession for more than 90 

days, the Society will take ownership of the object. All ob-

jects removed will be included in written and electronic 

records for future reference. 

   The Collection Committee consists of two board mem-

bers: Jeff Schiffman and Pat Kennedy; staff members: Kim 

Dillon and Nancy Norling; volunteer, Mary New. Mary 

Isaac serves as an advisor to the group.  
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Consider Making a Pledge to the Douglas County Historical Society 

  Your membership supports the activities and programs that help interpret the richness of the past and document the 
stories of today. 

 You have access to all the resources available in our Research Library. Visit www.dchsmn.org for a more detailed list of 
available resources. 

 You receive the quarterly newsletter along with updates on current programs and events. 

 You have the opportunity to join the VOLUNTEER corps of the Society assisting with the many areas of interest need-
ed in the never-ending process of fulfilling the mission to discover, preserve and disseminate the history of Douglas 
County and its people. 

Levels of Membership Include: 

Governor’s Table: Single One-Year Membership  $30 

Governor’s Family: Family One Year Membership  $50 

Pledges: 

Pledges of cash contributions, with membership benefits, may be paid over a four year or ten year 
period to take advantage of maximum charitable deductions. 

Governor’s Club: Four Year Membership    $1,000 

Governor’s Circle: Ten Year Membership   $5,000 
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Glacial Ridge Trail Kiosk 
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    New construction at the DCHS . . . no, the 12 x 12 cement slab is not the start of the garden shed. 

    As part of the Glacial Ridge Trail in Minnesota, points of interest in Douglas County are being add-

ed to the Glacial Trail informational signs. The Douglas County sites are: the Oscar Lake Original 

Cemetery with the information at the Oscar Lake Church in Holmes City township; The Finnish Ap-

ostolic Church in Moe township; The Brandon City Hall and Auditorium in Brandon; and the Brophy 

County Park Overlook and Fire Ring in LaGrand township. As part of the Glacial Trail project an in-

formational kiosk is being placed at the Douglas County Historical society, 1219 Nokomis Street, in 

Alexandria. It will provide a place for information about the area, events and celebrations. Organiza-

tions with flyers about events may contact the DCHS for permission to share their flyers with the 

public at this kiosk. 

   The area lies within the Alexandria Glacial Moraine Complex laid down by the Wadena Lobe of the last glacier, 

30,000 years ago. The massive amount of ice, thousands of feet in thickness and loaded with unnumbered tons of rock 

material, ceased its forward movement and melted. What remained after the ice melted was an extensive, wide, low 

ridge, an accumulation of boulders, stones, gravel and other debris formerly contained in the ice sheet. Blocks of ice, 

buried in the debris melted to form many of the hundreds of small lakes, dotting the countryside. 

   The Glacial Ridge Trail is not a linear experience and can take you in many different routes. Create your own adven-

ture, choose the points of interest to you, and explore the trail often. Try a different route and be sure to experience the 

changing of the seasons 

This is the DCHS listing as it appears in the  
Glacial Ridge Trail brochure: 
 
You are invited to become part of “discovering, preserv-
ing, and disseminating the history of Douglas County 
and its people”! The Douglas County Historical Society is 
headquartered in the residence of the only foreign born 
Governor of MN, Knute Nelson. The turn of the century 
house has been completely restored, with many of the 
original furnishings intact. 

Douglas County Historical Society 

1219 Nokomis St. 

Alexandria, MN 56308 

320-762-0382     www.dchsmn.org 

DCHS Information 

Telephone: 320-762-0382 

Fax: 320-762-9062 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8:30 - 4:30 

Hours tours: Monday - Friday 9:00 - 3:00 

Research Center: Monday - Friday 9:00 - 4:00 

http://www.glacialridgebyway.org/map/
http://www.dchsmn.org
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Doug and Sandy  

    Alvstad 

Carmen Anderson 

Susan Anderson 

Melinda Elledge 

Charles Farnsworth 

Bill and Barb Flaig 

Denise Hall 

Harland and Darlene  

    Hanson 

Ann Hanson 

Bonnie Holm 

Marvalene James 

Ron Johnson 

Sylvia Klimek 

Jeff  Meland 

Alfred and Barb  

   Meyer 

Liz Nelson 

Janet Nelson 

Marcine Nightengale 

Jasper Reisenauer 

Marlene Sanasack 

Roger Schultz 

Kathy Smith 

Dianne Tomczik 

Mary Lou Trisko 

Pat True 

Ron  Way 

Welcome new and renewing members 

For Elroy Wussow from Sandy Dittberner 

For Elroy Wussow from Marcie Nightengale 

For Don Friese from Barb Grover 

For Don Friese from Kathy Klug 

For Don Friese from Rachel Barduson 

For Helen Johnson from Dale Braunschweig 

For Stanley Cowan from Sandra Dittberner 

For Lee Johnson from Lorraine Anderson 

For Helen Pronek from Dale Braunschweig 

DCHS Memorials 

DCHS Staff 
Board Liaison   Carol Neumann  
  

Executive Assistant/ 

Volunteer Coordinator:  Kim Dillon 

Receptionist/Visitor Guide: Annie Skoglund 

Research Librarian:  Nancy Norling 

Collections Technician:  Mary Isaac 

DCHS  Board of Directors 
President:  Jeff Schiffman 

Vice President:  Pat Kennedy 

Secretary:  Jodi Hintzen 

Directors:  Jeanne Batesole, Lloyd Flaaten, Bruce 
Haugen, Jeff Karrow, Carol Neumann, Larry Skoglund, 
Kaye Zebarth 

Spruce Hill  Historic Church Site Liaison: Joel Blank 

Student Associates: Kreg Anderson, Nick Ford. 


