
Day-long event featuring: 

¶ Dadõs Belgian Waffle Feed, 7:30 a.m. to noon, Vietnam Veterans Recognition Day  

 and Fly-In, sponsored by Alexandria American Legion Post #87 (tickets at door) 

¶ òWarbirdsó on display 

¶ Big Band entertainment by Docõs All-Stars  beginning at 7 pm 

¶ Food and drink catered by Depot Express and featuring Carlos Creek Wine 

¶ Raffle with prize packages valued up to $500 

¶ Grand March for those dressed in period costume 

Tickets for sale at: 

¶ Bremer Bank (downtown) 

¶ Eldenõs Food Fair 

¶ Peteõs County Market 

¶ Runestone Museum 

¶ Trumm Drug 

¶ Douglas County Historical Society 

 1219 Nokomis Street 

 Alexandria, MN 56308 

Phone: 320-762-0382 or www.dchsmn.org for more information. 

First Class pre-sale: $15 per person 

Coach Class at the door: $20 per person 

Charter pre-sale: $100 for table of 8 
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Our Garden is Growing! 
By Rachel Barduson 

O ur garden is    

growing in      

abundance with   

flowers, vegetables, 

herbs, volunteers and     

partnerships. It has 

begun to provide    

interpretive history 

lessons as well as   

exposure as a Society 

that gives back. 

Our vision of a      

community garden 

HAS begun to make an 

impact on the Douglas 

County Historical Society 

and the area it serves. 

From the very beginning 

the vision for this       

garden has been one of 

evolution. Since this  

parcel of land was     

donated to us, we want 

to use it to give back to 

the community while 

fulfilling our mission. 

Do you remember in the 

movie Field of Dreams 

when Ray Kinsella 

(Kevin Costner) hears a 

voice whispering, òIf you 

build it, he will come.ó?  

In the spirit of that 

memorable quote, this 

project will bring the 

mission of the Society 

to new groups of       

volunteers and         

organizations. It is our 

very own Douglas 

County Historical      

Society òField of 

Dreamsó, and our hope 

is that they will come. 

Because of their       

expertise, the master 

gardeners have been 

key to the planning and  

implementing stages of 

this project. The Lakes 

Area Professional 

Women donated sweat 

equity as well as     

heirloom plants, giving 

of an entire day out of 

their busy schedules to 

work on our garden. 

òThis project 

will bring the      

mission of the 

Society to new 

groups of       

volunteers and             

organizations. It 

is our very own 

Douglas County        

Historical      

Society òField of 

Dreamsó, and 

our hope is that 

they will come.ó 

(cont. on page 2) 
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O u r  G a r d e n  i s  G r o w i n g !  

( c o n t . )  

A home-school group 

has had several projects 

in conjunction with their 

learning curriculum 

while working on our 

garden. Society          

volunteers have given       

endless hours to      

planting, watering and 

weeding.  

As produce and         

perennials have begun 

to grow and bloom, we 

are now already looking 

at the second stage of 

the gardening process 

for this year; giving the 

produce away. The 

Douglas County Food 

Shelf will receive       

produce. The United 

Way of Douglas and 

Pope Counties will  

benefit from our garden. 

In planning for next 

year, we will participate 

in the United Wayõs 

òPlant an Extra Rowó 

project. 

In essence, the garden 

is strengthening a 

ògrassrootsó movement 

of the Society.  

As we continue our   

mission to discover and 

disseminate our history, 

the garden will continue 

to evolve as an           

important link to      

community exposure, 

beautification and     

involvement. At the 

same time, it òbuildsó  

our sustainability and 

exposure as a        

prominent organization 

that gives  BACK to the 

community. As we look 

forward, more plans are 

being made. You, as a 

member...please       

consider donating to the 

project, whether it be 

sweat equity, the giving 

of plants, trees or cash 

contributions. You may 

also òBuy a Rowó to 

grow your own produce 

and/or heirloom seeds. 

Our dream for the next 

phase of growth will be 

to build a garden shed, 

erect a picket fence and 

plant a row of trees 

along Nokomis. 

If interested, please 

complete the form     

below and send to the 

Douglas County         

Historical Society. Upon 

receiving your           

completed form we will 

provide you with receipt 

of cash contribution 

and, if donating time, a 

volunteer will call with 

details on work      

schedules through the 

summer and fall.       

Further planning will 

continue throughout the 

year.  

Stay tuned! 

I Would Like to Donate 
Comments: Seeds/Plants 

 

Trees/Shrubs 

 
 

Sweat Equity 
 

Cash Contribution 

 

Name 

Address 

Phone 



Hey Kat and Annieé.sending addresses for 
each other so you can email back and forth. 
Annie will be sending SHC Christmas info to you 
Kathryn for newsletter. And Annie, include an 
old photo to go with text/info. Thanks! 
 
 
'Douglas County Historical Society' 
 
Annieôs email address 
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V o l u n t e e r s  m a k e  o u r  g a r d e n  

t h r i v e !  

Annie Skoglund brings water to the garden 

after installation of new water source on the 

south side of the house 

Carol Wenner, member of Lakes    

Area Professional Women and Beth 

Hoover working together to make our 

dream a reality 

LAPW member, Pat Converse         

donated a jack-in-the-pulpit and her 

valuable time. 

GARDEN VOLUNTEERS 

Mary Butler 

Gerry Carlson 

Pat Converse 

Marion Dahlke 

Jody Dahlseid 

Iva Hayes 

Diane Henry 

Steve Henry 

Beth Hoover 

Sabrina Hoppe 

Joyce Houseman 

Art Isackson 

Marcy Isackson 

David Lusty 

Jody Meade 

Patty Peterson 

Annie Skoglund 

Larry Skoglund 

Diane Tomczik 

Sue Weber 

Carol Wenner 

We apologize if we have missed   

someone. Please bring it to our       

attention. 
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V o l u n t e e r  S p o t l i g h t  

B e t h  H o o v e r  

S p r u c e  H i l l  C h u r c h    

A  F o u n d a t i o n  o f  C o m m u n i t y  

SHC Board of Directors President, Joel Blank has a soft spot for this historic 

place. He grew up near Belle River and has fond memories of picnics and 

childhood escapades near the church. òThe church has always been the 

foundation of the community and today it gives a person a chance and a 

place to reflect on things,ó Joel said. 

His passion continues for the historic church as president of its board. Joel 

accepts the challenge of continuing its three annual events. òBecause of 

the dwindling number of people connected to the church, the challenge of 

finding interested people in helping provide events and activities becomes 

more difficult. But we have to remember, we need to keep this place going 

as a place of reflection and as a place of great historical value.ó 

If interested in serving on the board or event committees and/or assisting with maintenance issues, 

please call Joel at 320-270-4011 . 

Beth Hoover has been volunteering at DCHS since 2004. Early on 

she did research for families, then found cleaning, repairing and 

stabilizing books, maps and conservation interesting. She has done 

transcription, indexing and serving at the entrance desk along with 

giving guided tours. She has designed and painted signs and    

greeting cards. For Beth, volunteering is a wonderful experience.  

Although Beth does not claim to be an official master gardener, she 

has been gardening nearly all her life. Her mother enlisted each of 

her seven children to help in the garden and her first clear memory 

is of picking potato bugs and eggs and squishing them under her 

feet. Growing up, Beth and her siblings helped garden and worked 

in the fields at her grandparentsõ farm in Urness Township. She 

gained a special appreciation for wildflowers from her mother and 

grandmother. Itõs no surprise that biology was a favorite subject. 

Beth co-chairs the garden project with Annie Skoglund. Master   

gardeners, Steve and Diane Henry are advisors. Working with      

volunteers is a special pleasure for Beth whether in a group or    

individuals. A volunteer goal is to donate produce from the garden to the Douglas County Food Shelf.  

In addition to gardening Beth enjoys fishing, design work, writing and    

organizing her personal genealogy. Beth states òI am relaxed when       

outdoors enjoying the soothing sounds of our earth, from rocks to water to 

stars. My greatest joy is spending time with family ñ especially my    

grandkids!ó 

Our sincere thanks to Beth for her dedication and hard work for the    

Douglas County Historical Society. 
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W h y  I  R e m e m b e r   

I  h a v e  N o  C l u e . . .  

Do you ever have a memory, whether faint or distant, incredible, significant or otherwise, and     

wonderéwhy have I remembered THAT all of these years? The memory just pops up out of nowhere 

and you wonder, òWhy I remember, I have no clue.ó 

We all must have them. THAT memory that sticks out for some reason. Itõs a memory that makes 

you take pause, and itõs probably a memory that has influenced you in some way in your adult life. 

At the Society we were talking about this very thing and it gave us the idea to highlight some of 

those memories in our newsletter. The first of these stories is authored by Kathy Klug, an active 

member and volunteer of the Society for many years. The following is her story. 

   

I  t was way back when ð 1935 ð my third birthday. It was 

the funeral of my last grandparent. In those days the   

viewing was held in the home before the funeral. The viewing 

was over and we were driving out to the cemetery. I was in 

the vehicle with my parents and family. I was in the back seat 

of the car and I started to count the vehicles in the line of 

cars following us. I remember so clearly my mother saying, 

òYou should never count cars in a funeral procession because 

that is bad luck.ó I have never counted cars in a procession 

since that day! I may comment on the number, but never do 

the actual count.ó 

Kathy clearly remembers that todayé as if it were yesterday. 

Thank you, Kathy, for sharing one of your memories with us! 

Do you have a memory     

(or several) and wonder why 

it sticks out in your mind?  

Send in your òWhy I           

remember I have no clueó story to         

bardo@dchsmn.org. We will begin compiling 

these stories and share them with our           

membership. 

*********************  

mailto:bardo@rea-alp.com
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Y o u  W a n t  W h a t ,  W h e n ?  

Maintenance is really a four-letter word spelled WORK. Work that we 

needed done yesterday! With a baffled look upon their face, often the 

first response to asking for something to be done is òYou want that 

done when??ó 

WORK has been done on the     

preservation and maintenance of 

the Societyõs headquarters this spring and 

summer. Gratefully, the work has been done, in 

large part, by the Douglas County                 

Sentence-to-Serve crew who have come and 

moved furniture and boxes, cleaned, prepared 

and painted interior walls upstairs and down, 

cleaned the ditch along the railroad tracks and 

cleared out heavy brush. The crew is         

scheduled to continue projects throughout the 

year. Anticipated projects are porch painting 

and creating walking paths for 

the gardens.  

We thank the supervisors and 

crew of the Douglas County       

Sentence-to-Serve Program. 

They are hard and conscientious workers, and eager to give back to 

the community. 
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Support the Historical Society by purchasing a set of 50 recipe cards ~ a collection 

of favorite recipes with archival photos and information, tips and trivia from Doulas 

County. This collection will make an excellent gift for bridal showers, birthdays, 

Christmas, hostess gifts and housewarming events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Available at the Douglas County Fair 

Visit us in the Heritage Building on the east end of the fair next to the old schoolhouse. 

D C H S  F a n  F a i r !  

D C H S  F a v o r i t e s  o n  a  S t i c k  

Recipes and Reflections  

$12 for a set of 50 cards!  

Pioneer children did not 

have many toys and most 

all of them were        

homemade. Their mothers 

taught them to make    

apple dolls and corn husk 

dolls. Fathers taught their 

children how to carve 

things from wood. 

Visit us at the fair to discover these fun and fascinating 

historical treasures. 

Fun Fair Fact 

June 18, 1874: First recorded attempt to 

formally establish a Douglas County Fair. 

Fun Fair Fact Oct. 2-4, 1888: First annual fairðhuge 
success. Races held 3 consecutive days. 

Fun Fair Fact 

Sept. 14-17, 1892: Fair turned politicalð3 candidates for governor 

made lengthy speechesðamong them Hon. Knute Nelson, Rep. 

Fun Fair Fact 

1906: Moving pictures and daring high wire and 

trapeze act by the ñFlying Baldwinsò.  

Fun Fair Fact 

1910: Two day agricultural fairðcold & stormyðbut          

successful because of high quality exhibits. 

http://library.thinkquest.org/6400/corn%20husk%20dolls.htm
http://library.thinkquest.org/6400/corn%20husk%20dolls.htm
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E v e r y o n e  K n o w s  S o m e t h i n g  

Elaine Hasleton, Deputy Chief Genealogical Officer of Family Search in Salt 

Lake City, Utah is also a member of the Douglas County Historical Society. 

Elaineõs annual summer visits to Alexandria, her hometown, always includes a 

few days at the Society.  

A graduate of Jefferson High School, Elaine has deep roots and fond memories 

of growing up in Alexandria. On her annual visits she is typically working on 

more of her personal/family òsearchó projects. Currently, Elaine is continuing 

research of òmy old house at 323 5th Avenue East. I was able to locate some 

of the owners of that property in the 1880-1930 censuses. But of course, 

those records just raise more questions!ó She realizes the great resources the 

Society has to offer and also takes time to research at the county courthouse. 

Elaine encourages anyone who is doing family research to take a few minutes 

to share what YOU know about the family search process and helpful           

genealogical hints you have learned through experience while working on your genealogy.òWe all seem so 

closely tied together, we can share what we know!ó, Elaine has said.  

A few sites recommended by Elaine include: 

ß FamilySearch Research Wiki: wiki.familysearch.org is an outline encyclopedia where you can find research 

information and share your knowledge. Elaine encourages you to look at the Wiki site and please feel free 

to edit or contribute any information you think it needs. A helpful article on how to do that is found at this 

link: https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/Help:Edit_and_Contribute. 

Elaine also continues to add information about Douglas County to the FamilySearch Research Wiki. Check it out 

by clicking on: https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/Douglas_County,_Minnesota.  

ß FamilySearch Forums: forums.familysearch.org is an online discussion group where you can ask and      

answer specific questions. 

Everyone knows something...family, stories, schools, churches, genealogy, cemeteries, history, records,        

libraries, societies, landmarks, courthouses. PASS IT ON. Visit Elaineõs website: www.familysearch.org or       

contact Elaine at hasletonee@familysearch.org. 

H i p  H i p  H o o r a y  f o r  

G r e a t e s t  

G e n e r a t i o n  D a y !   

DCHS òGreatest Generation Dayó in June included World 

War II re-enactment òstatic demonstrationsó, vintage      

aircraft and military vehicles, a USO-style afternoon variety 

show on the tarmac and a hangar dance. Our thanks to 

everyone who made this celebration possible! 

https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/Help:Edit_and_Contribute
https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/Douglas_County,_Minnesota

