
Day-long event featuring: 

Dadõs Belgian Waffle Feed, 7:30 a.m. to noon, Vietnam Veterans Recognition Day  

 and Fly-In, sponsored by Alexandria American Legion Post #87 (tickets at door) 

òWarbirdsó on display 

Big Band entertainment by Docõs All-Stars  beginning at 7 pm 

Food and drink catered by Depot Express and featuring Carlos Creek Wine 

Raffle with prize packages valued up to $500 

Grand March for those dressed in period costume 

Tickets for sale at: 

Bremer Bank (downtown) 

Eldenõs Food Fair 

Peteõs County Market 

Runestone Museum 

Trumm Drug 

Douglas County Historical Society 

 1219 Nokomis Street 

 Alexandria, MN 56308 

Phone: 320-762-0382 or www.dchsmn.org for more information. 

First Class pre-sale: $15 per person 

Coach Class at the door: $20 per person 

Charter pre-sale: $100 for table of 8 
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òChristmas at the Societyó 
Open House and Traditional Ethnic Bake Sale 

 

Saturday, December 4, 2010 

9 a.m. ð 1 p.m. 

Something new! Members are  

encouraged to donate an item of their 

choice to sell in the new òSantaõs 

Workshop.ó  What is your niche, your 

hobby or craft, your specialty? Maybe 

itõs a wall-hanging or a knitted/

crocheted item or maybe itõs  

something from your woodworking 

shop. It could be canned goods or 

baked items (traditional ethnic bake 

sale).   

Bring items to the Society anytime   

before December 2. You are encour-

aged to price your items, or volunteers 

will price items for you. 
 

Scenes from ñChristmas at the Societyò 2009 é. 
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G i f t  G i v i n g  B e n e f i t s  Y O U !  

The economic crunch has made an impact on the Society and we must rely on the generosity of members during this 

time. History is learning about the past AND about looking ahead. Our duty continues to be preserving the past and 

to provide an outlet to record what is happening today. 

Gift-giving has made the difference in our ability to fulfill a mission to 

discover, preserve and disseminate the history of Douglas County and 

its people. 

From the headquarters of the Society, to the new parcel of land, to the 

resources and collections, to the endowment and estate gifts, to the 

grant awards, to the volunteer hours provided by willing workersééwe 

thank YOU for making the difference in the past and encourage you to 

share your gifts in the future. 

The Society depends upon the support of generous contributors like 

you. Your gift will make a difference and will enhance the facility and 

expand history awareness through community programs. There are 

many ways to make a contribution. You can design a gift that honors your philanthropic intentions, while achieving 

your financial and tax planning goals.  

Gifts of Cash: Cash contributions are a quick and easy way to show your support of the Society. 

Endowment Fund: Unlike a contribution that is given and spent on an immediate need, a gift to an endowment (or 

perpetual) fund will give many times its original value through time, making it a gift that keeps giving. With an endow-

ment fund, assets are invested to provide a consistent, annual distribution for charitable purposes while protecting 

the value of the principal. This is also referred to as a permanent fund because it will continue to grow, and grant 

charitable dollars towards its defined purpose, forever. Talk to your financial or legal advisor about setting up an   

endowment fund for the Douglas County Historical Society. 

All contributed funds are used in accordance with the donorõs directions. All qualify as contributions to a public non-

profit organization for maximum deductibility for income, gift and estate tax purposes. Bequests that go toward the 

endowment may qualify for memorial naming if the gift is of sufficient size and may also be directed to benefit a par-

ticular program of the Society. Donors can name their funds after themselves, their families, or another person or 

place of their choosing. If desired, funds may remain unnamed. 

Have you wondered about the stories behind some of our Christmas traditions and phrases? 

From òWikipediaó : In 1897, Dr. Philip OõHanlon, a coronerõs assistant on Manhattanõs Upper 

West Side was asked by his eight-year-old daughter, Virginia (1889-1971), whether Santa Claus 

really existed. Virginia OõHanlon had begun to doubt there was a Santa Claus, because her 

friends had told her that he did not exist. Dr. OõHanlon suggested she write to The Sun, a     

prominent New York City newspaper at that time, assuring her that òIf you see it in The Sun, itõs 

so.ó While he may have been buck passing, he unwittingly gave one of the paperõs editors an 

opportunity to rise above the simple question and address the philosophical issues behind it. 

Francis Pharcellus Church was a correspondent during the Civil War, a time which saw great 

suffering and a corresponding lack of hope and faith in much of society. His message was very 

moving to many people who read it. More than a century later it remains the most reprinted editorial ever to run in any        

newspaper in the English language. New York Sun article can be found on òWikipediaó. 

The practice of giving gifts at the beginning of winter traces back to ancient Rome. According to The Rise of Western 

Christendom by Peter Brown, in the period A.D. 200-500, Romans celebrated the feast of the Kalends, which was a 

New Yearõs feast. This feast celebrated the vigor of the Roman order and was renewed with the start of the new year. 

Throughout the Roman Empire, the feast involved lavish exchanges of gifts between patrons and their dependents. 

People prepared special foods, decorated their homes with greenery, and joined in singing and gift giving.  

And from The Bible: Matthew 2:1-2: Magi came from the east to Jerusalem and asked, ôWhere is the one who has 

been born the King of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.ó 

ñ Y e s ,  V i r g i n i a ,   

T h e r e  i s  a  S a n t a  C l a u s . ò 

a n d  o t h e r  C h r i s t m a s  S t o r y  O r i g i n s  
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C h r i s t m a s  i n  t h e  C o u n t r y  

 

You are invited to experience warm memories of an old-fashioned 

Christmas at Historic Spruce Hill Church on Sunday, December 26th 

at 7 p.m.  Coffee and cookies will be served and there will be special 

entertainment by the Esther Church Kids. 
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I n v e s t  i n  Y O U R  D o u g l a s  C o u n t y  

H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Levels of Membership: 

__ Governorõs Table - Single One-Year Membership: $30 

__ Governorõs Family - Family One-Year Membership: $50 

 

 

 

                                                                                                      

__ Governorõs Club - FOUR-Year Pledge: $1,000 

__ Governorõs Circle - TEN-Year Pledge: $5,000 
 

Name  ______________________________________________________ 

  

Address 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 
  

 

 

 

  

 
have access to all the resources available in our Public Research       
Library. Visit dchsmn.org for a detailed list of available resources.  

 

receive the quarterly newsletter along with updates on current        
programs and events.  

 

 

 

the opportunity to join the VOLUNTEER corps of the Society, assisting with the many 
areas of interest needed in the never -ending process of fulfilling the  mission to 
ºDISCOVER, PRESERVE AND DISSEMINATE THE HISTORY OF DOUGLAS COUNTY AND ITS PEOPLE.» 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Visit www.dchsmn.org for detailed information about membership benefits.  Call 320-762-0382 for information on   

volunteer opportunities. 

Type of Card: VISA/MASTERCARD  

 

Card Number _______________________ 

 

Exp. Date ________ 

 

Checks payable to:  

Douglas County Historical Society 

opens the door to opportunity.  
 

supports the activities and programs that help interpret the        
richness of the past and document the stories of today.  

Pledges of cash contributions, with membership benefits, may be paid 

over a four-year or ten-year period to take advantage of  maximum      

charitable deductions. 



Hey Kat and Annieé.sending addresses for 
each other so you can email back and forth. 
Annie will be sending SHC Christmas info to you 
Kathryn for newsletter. And Annie, include an 
old photo to go with text/info. Thanks! 
 
 
'Douglas County Historical Society' 
 
Annieôs email address 
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P r e s e r v a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  p r o c e e d !   
 
The Society is able to move forward with two of its major preservation projects thanks, in part, to grants awarded by The 

Minnesota Historical Society:   

Minnesota Historical and Cultural Program grant in the amount of $6,800 for the Douglas 

County Greatest Generation Oral History Project. 

The Minnesota Historical Societyõs (MHS) Greatest Generation exhibit encapsulating the life 

of World War II men and women, from the Great Depression, through the war and post-war 

economic boom, has inspired the Douglas County Historical Society to share the stories of 

local residents who lived through that era. The project is timely. The Greatest Generation 

members have reached an age where it is vital to record, preserve and disseminate their  

histories for future generations in their first-hand voices before time silences those voices. 

The project continues the previous work of recording volumes of oral histories from area   

residents that are already kept at the Society. This project will synthesize those histories into 

manageable time frames for educating the public through òliveó performances, radio casts 

and podcasts. It will also enhance the Societyõs signature annual fundraising event, the WWII/

Big Band Era òHangar Danceó held at the Alexandria Airport. By coinciding with the timing of 

the dance, the Douglas County Historical Society will encourage people to fully participate in 

this project in learning more about their history. 

Finally, the project involves the partnership of the Douglas County Historical Society with other entities within its region. 

Included are partnerships with Lakes Area Theatre, the Alexandria Airport, Experimental Aircraft Association, WWII         

re-enactor groups, Alexandria School District 206, local writers and volunteers. These collaborations will enhance and 

market the growing and innovative ways the Douglas County Historical Society can forward the rich local history to the 

people of the area and beyond. Watch for more details as the project begins in December-January. 

Minnesota Historical and Cultural Program grant in the amount of $5,500 for the General  

Preservation Survey & Long-Range Conservation Project.  

The purpose of the project is to fund a professional consultant with the non-profit Midwest Area 

Conservation Center (MACC) to conduct a General Preservation Assessment Survey of our   

collections. 

The comprehensive survey will include an on-site visit and the resulting report will include an 

Executive Summary, Observations, Digital Photo-documentation and a prioritized List of       

Recommendations to improve our collections care. 

Once the  survey is completed, a conservator from MACC will meet with Douglas County        

Historical Society staff and volunteers for input and complete a Long-Range Conservation Plan 

for the Society. 

From the article, òTake it From Hereó in Food Network Magazine, November 2010: 

òThe U.S. Senate is the home to plenty of controversies, but no one ever seems to argue about the 

namesake dish. Senate Bean Soup has been a mainstay on Capitol Hill since the turn of the 20th 

century, when either Minnesota Senator Knute Nelson or Idaho Senator Fred Dubois (neither claim 

can be corroborated) mandated the dish be added to the menu in the Senate Dining Room. 

Todayõs version, served in three public Capitol Hill cafeterias, calls for only navy beans, ham hocks, 

onion and butter, but we like the original recipe credited to Dubois that includes mashed potatoes, a nod to his home state. 

Legend has it that the recipe changed after a potato shortage in the 1950s.ó 

As the article states, neither claim has been corroborated but obviously our claim holds firm here in Douglas County. OUR 

version is the one served today in three public Capitol Hill cafeterias (without the mashed potatoes!). Like todayõs Capitol 

Hill, we use only navy beans, ham hocks, onion, butter and a few basic seasonings. 

Watch for OUR version on February 1, 2011 when we celebrate Knuteõs birthday and òBean Soup with Knuteó in the          

Governorõs Room of Nelson Gables. 

K n u t e ô s  B e a n  S o u p   

R e i g n s  o n  C a p i t o l  H i l l   
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R o o t s  C e l l a r  

G e n e a l o g y  G u i l d   

ñ T a k i n g  t h e  P a s t  i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e ò 

Genealogy Guild Officers  

President:   Jim Ruhl 

Vice President:   Marcine Nightengale 

Secretary/Treasurer:  Harland Hanson 

Program:   Marcy Isackson/Darlene Hanson 

Editor, òRoots Cellaró:  Dale Braunschweig 

WARS AND                

CONFLICTS IN    

AMERICAN HISTORY: 

The following is a list 

of wars and conflicts 

in American history 

from 1675 to present 

day: 

 

King Philipõs War  June 1675 - August 1676 

French and Indian War March 3, 1754 - 1763  

American Revolution April 19, 1775 - Sept. 3, 1783 

Quasi-War with France 1798 - 1800  

War of 1812  June, 1812 - Spring, 1815 

Texas War of Independence 1835 - 1836 

Mexican-American War  1846 - 1848  

Utah War   1857-1858  

Indian Wars  1860 - 1900  

Civil War   April 12, 1861 - April 9, 1865 

Spanish-American War April 25, 1898 - Aug 12, 1898 

Philippine Insurrection 1899 - July 4, 1902 

World War I   July 28, 1914ñNov. 11, 1918 

World War II   

 December 8, 1941 

  War declared on Japan 

 December 11,  1941 

  Germany and Italy declare war on US 

 May 8, 1945 

  VE Day 

 May 7, 1945 

  Unconditional Surrender of German Forces 

 August 14, 1945 

  Japan Surrendered ending WWII 

 September 2, 1945 

  VJ DayñJapan signed Formal Surrender 

 December 31, 1946 

  Official end of WWII 

Korean War  June 25, 1950 - July 27, 1953 

Vietnam War  March 2, 1965 - Jan 27, 1973 

    Signing  Vietnam Peace Accord 

Invasion of Grenada by U.S  October 25, 1983 

Invasion of Panama by U.S. December 20, 1989 

Persian Gulf War   Jan. 17, 1991 - April, 1991 

    Official Cease Fire 

War on Terror   October 7, 2001 

Operation Iraqi Freedom March 19, 2003 

The Genealogy Guild is open to anyone who has 

an interest in  genealogy. Anyone, from novices to 

experienced researchers are welcome. Meetings 

are held the 2nd Thursday of most months in the 

lower level of the DCHS. Please call 320-762-

0382 for the next meeting date and location.  

MILIARY RESEARCH TIPS:  Check out these sites: 

familytreemagazine.com/article/10-military-

research-web-sites 

familytreemagazine.com/article/inside-sources-

us-military-campaigns 

For additional information read òHow to Write 

Your Familyõs Military Historyó by Margaret Moen 

found in the October 2010 issue of                   

VFW Magazine. Margaret recommends: 

Do thorough and accurate research. 

Organize your familyõs past with the same  

attention youõd give to a battle plan. 

Incorporate illustrations. 

Include all the components of any book, from 

the preface to the index. 

Begin at home from records you have. Do it 

now. Interview while some of your family WWII 

vets are still alive. Always ask for their written 

permission to interview and to use the infor-

mation in your book, but only if itõs not painful 

to the person who participated. 

Also of interest is the Family Tree Magazine article 

òOn the War Pathó by Maureen A. Taylor in the 

December, 2010 issue. 

WHATõS IN A NAME?: There are 

127 ways to spell the last 

name Raleigh. 

From The Week Magazine,   

October 29th issue; It is said to 

be a good week for family 

feuds after a genealogist found that President 

Obama is distantly related to Sarah Palin, Rush 

Limbaugh, and George W. Bush. Obama and 

Sarah Palin also share a common ancestor:     

Pastor John Smith, who settled in Massachusetts 

in the 17th Century. 
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C l o s e - O u t  M e r c h a n d i s e !  

Itõs time to clean out our merchandise closet! All Sesquicentennial items will be ON SALE in addition 

to other items in our merchandise stock. Some books are included in this close-out sale. All items 

are available for sale throughout December. Check out our website at www.dchsmn.org  for details 

on regularly priced books and merchandise. 

http://www.dchsmn.org/
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D C H S  I n f o r m a t i o n  

Telephone:  320-762-0382 

Fax: 320-762-9062 

Office Hours: Monday ð Friday 8:30-4:30 

House tours: Monday ð Friday 9-3 

Public Research Center: Monday ð Friday 9-4 

The mission of the Douglas County Historical Society is to  

discover, preserve and disseminate the history of the county 

and its people. 

S p r u c e  H i l l  C h u r c h   

B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  

President:  Joel Blank 

Vice-President: Bruce Haugen 

Secretary:  Melissa Haugen 

Directors:  Kim Bredeson 

   Don Friese 

   Marge Lusty 

DCHS Board Reps: Jodi Hintzen 

   Carol Neumann 

  

D C H S  S t a f f  

Executive Director:     Rachel Barduson 

Executive Assistant/Volunteer Coordinator:  Kim Dillon 

Collections Technician:     Mary Isaac 

Research Librarian:     Nancy Norling  

Receptionist:      Annie Skoglund 
    

President:  Jeff Schiffman 

Vice-President: Pat Kennedy 

Secretary:  Kaye Zebarth 

Directors:   Jeanne Batesole  

   Jim Chan 

   Lloyd Flaaten 

   Jodi Hintzen  

   Carol Neumann  

   Larry Skoglund 

Student Assoc.: Kreg Anderson 

D o u g l a s  C o u n t y  

H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y   

B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  

D C H S  w e l c o m e s   

N e w  &  r e n e w i n g  m e m b e r s  

Curt Bah 

Margine Benson 

Doris Burkey 

Ray Engstrand 

Susanne Engstrom 

Ann HansonñGG 

June Hayer 

Truman & Yvonne Holte 

Lenore Jesness 

Barb JohnsonñGG 

Gundhild Johnson 

Susan Lindlauf 

Bonita Lopez 

Gary & Cindy Lund 

Ruth McDonald 

Marcine NightengaleñGG 

Patty Wicken 
 
GG = Genealogy Guild member 
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A n d  N o w - A  B e d t i m e  S t o r y  

S w e e t  D r e a m s  . . .  

 
Tõwas the Day of the Bake Sale 

by Rachel Barduson 

Tõwas the day of the bake sale and all through Knuteõs house, 
volunteers and staff scurried as if theyõd seen a mouse. 

Butter cookies, sandbakkels and pfeffernusse all packaged with flair,  
with hopes that many shoppers soon would be there. 

Mary and Mary were readyé all set to make lefse, 
while Doris gave direction, yes! Believe it!  You betcha! 

When out in the kitchen arose such a clatter,  
more of Patõs cookies were needed! While Santaõs waistline grows fatteré. 

And what to the wandering eye should appear,  
but Dan, Maryõs husband, flipping lefse without fear! 
The griddle was hot, the dough was all readyé 

all they needed now was a hand that was steady. 

Shogren and Stark were nestled with Krumkake irons hot,  
whipping up this Norwegian treat, and ready to trot. 

More rapid than eagles the shoppers, they came,  
and Annie and Kim greeted them, calling them by name. 

Come shop for rosettes, ethnic treats and more,  
Norwegian and Finnish and Danish by the score. 
Santaõs workshop was filled, with eyes all a-glitter,  

as Larry, Barb, Dale and Diane worked fasté. no oneõs a quitter. 

A wink from Santaõs helpers as they give a nod to our guests,  
will run to the kitchen, more cookies is their quest. 
Kaye, Jeff and Jimmy. Lloyd, Carol and Jodi sell moreé  

as the visitors keep shopping before heading out of the door. 

And the tea rings, the Jul Kage, the Kringler will go,  
and volunteers like Jeanne, Marcie and Beth continue to show. 

Pride in their Society, the DCHS is certainly blessed,  
with members and players, who all do their best. 

And Christmas at òthe house of historyó  
will once again shout:  

Enthusiasm. Energy and Funé  
which is what weõre all about! 


